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Trivia:
Along with Johann Sebastian Bach these two formed what 

are called the ‘twin creative peaks’ of the 18th century.
Even though they were born 80 miles apart                              

in Germany in March of 1685, 
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• When we understand Jesus' identity more clearly, 
we can begin to comprehend what He means to our 
daily lives and our eternity.

• We can find our identity in the foundation of who 
Christ is and what He has designed us to be and do.

• God’s design for our lives brings ultimate freedom
rather than restriction.
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Matthew 12:22-37
Following Jesus casting out a demon…

…the people are wondering if He is possibly the Son of David 
(warrior Messiah / Deliverer)….

…the religious leaders attribute His power to being 
the prince of demons.

Jesus continues to draw an ever more distinct ‘line in the sand’          
of those who are ”with Him” and those who are “against Him.”

With a tone of hostility, the religious leaders challenge Jesus to 
demonstrate spectacular ceremonial incantations.
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Matthew 12:38-50
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him, saying, 

"Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you."
39 But He answered them,

"An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, 
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.

40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth.
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42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, 

for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, 
and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.
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Matthew 12:38-50
41 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, 
and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, 

for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, 
and behold, something greater than Solomon is here.

Jonah 3

1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,
2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the 

message that I tell you."
3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. 

Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth.
4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, 

"Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!"
5 And the people of Nineveh believed God.

They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 
to the least of them.



Matthew 12:38-50
41 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 

generation and condemn it, 
for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, 
and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.

42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, 

for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, 
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6 The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, 
removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

7 And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh,
"By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, 

herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water,
8 but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call 

out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the 
violence that is in his hands.

9 Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, 
so that we may not perish.”

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God 
relented of the disaster that He had said He would do to them, and He 
did not do it.
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I Kings 10:1-10
1 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of 

the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions.
2 She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices and very 

much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, 
she told him all that was on her mind.

3 And Solomon answered all her questions; 
there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her.

4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, 
the house that he had built,

5 the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, 
their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house 
of the LORD, there was no more breath in her.
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6 And she said to the king, 
"The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your 
wisdom,

7 but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. 
And behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the 
report that I heard.

8 Happy are your men! Happy are your servants, who continually stand before you 
and hear your wisdom!

9 Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne 
of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king,
that you may execute justice and righteousness."

10 Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great quantity of spices and 
precious stones. Never again came such an abundance of spices as these that the 
queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.
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45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, 

and they enter and dwell there, 
and the last state of that person is worse than the first. 
So also will it be with this evil generation."
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43 "When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, 

it passes through waterless places seeking rest but finds none.
44 Then it says, 

'I will return to my house from which I came.
' And when it comes, it finds the house empty, 

swept, and put in order.
45 Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, 

and they enter and dwell there, 
and the last state of that person is worse than the first. 
So also will it be with this evil generation.”

Your choices have consequences!!!
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His mother and His brothers stood outside, asking to speak to Him.
48 But He replied to the man who told Him,

"Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"
49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said,

"Here are my mother and my brothers!
50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother 

and sister and mother."



Matthew 12:38-50
46 While He was still speaking to the people, behold,

His mother and His brothers stood outside, asking to speak to Him.
48 But He replied to the man who told Him,

"Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?"
49 And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said,

"Here are my mother and my brothers!
50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother 

and sister and mother.”

Jesus' call is first and foremost for our allegiance to Him 
and His kingdom...

which includes honoring our families in the proper context.
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I was Jesus, I'd have some real long hair
A robe and some sandals, is exactly what I'd wear
I'd be the guy at the party, turnin' water to wine

Yeah me and my disciples, we'd have a real good time.
I'd lay my life down for you

And I show you who's the boss
I'd forgive you and adore you

While I was hangin' on your cross
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If I was Jesus, I'd have some friends that were poor
I'd run around with the wrong crowd, man I'd never be bored

Then I'd heal me a blind man, get myself crucified
By politicians and preachers, who got somethin' to hide. 

If I was Jesus, I'd come back from the dead
And I'd walk on some water, just to mess with your head

I know your dark little secrets, I'd look you right in the face
And I'd tell you I love you, with Amazing Grace.
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I'd lay my life down for you
And I show you who's the boss
I'd forgive you and adore you

While I was hangin' on your cross
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So…therefore…what now?
The invitation (maybe the subpoena) is to decide…

Who is this Jesus?
Is He worthy of your whole life?

It is a one-time decision 
with eternal implications!!


