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The Kingdom of God is 
like a slow cooker, 
not a microwave.





Matthew 13
Week 1 – The purpose of parables: to reveal and conceal



Matthew 13:34-35

34 All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; 
indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 
35 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet:

“I will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of 
the world.” 
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Week 2 – The parable of the soils: Cultivate good soil in 
your heart.



Matthew 13
Week 1 – The purpose of parables: to reveal and conceal.

Week 2 – The parable of the soils: Cultivate good soil in 
your heart.

Week 3 – The parable of the weeds and the net: To face the 
reality of evil we need a Christ-centered perspective.





Matthew 13:31-32
31 He put another parable before them, saying, 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard 
seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32 It is 
the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it 
is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make 
nests in its branches.”



Matthew 13:33
33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in 
three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”
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How does God’s 
Kingdom grow?
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31 He put another parable before them, saying, 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard 
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God’s Kingdom grows 
from small and 

humble beginnings.



1 Corinthians 1:18
18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God.



1 Corinthians 1:22-29
22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but 
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
men.



1 Corinthians 1:22-29
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you 
were wise according to worldly standards, not many 
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the 
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing 
things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of God. 



God’s Kingdom grows 
from small and 

humble beginnings.



What is one small 
act of love you can 

do today?
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God’s Kingdom grows 
pervasively.
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Matthew 13:33
33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid 
in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”

50 pounds of flour
Feeds 100-150 people



Matthew 13:33

BREAD LEAVEN VIDEO



God’s Kingdom grows 
pervasively.



What area of your life 
does God’s kingdom 
need to expand into?



God’s Kingdom grows 
from the inside out.



Matthew 13:33
33 He told them another parable. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid 
in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”



God’s Kingdom grows 
from the inside out.



What Christ-like 
character quality do you 
need to seek God’s help 

to cultivate?
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1. What is a one small act of love you can do this week?
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So...Therefore…What Now…
1. What is a one small act of love you can do this week?

2. What area of your life does God’s kingdom need to 
expand into?

3. What Christ-like character quality do you need to seek 
God’s help in cultivating?




