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The Hard Truth:



The Hard Truth: 
Followers of Jesus 
will face rejection 
and persecution.



1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame 
of Jesus, 2 and he said to his servants, “This is John the 
Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why 
these miraculous powers are at work in him.”

Matthew 14
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Herod Antipas
• Ruled 4BC - 39AD
• Tetrarch – ruler of 1/4th Kingdom
• Father was Herod the Great
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3 For Herod had seized John and bound him and put 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, 4 because John had been saying to him, “It 
is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 And though he 
wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, 
because they held him to be a prophet. 
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3 For Herod had seized John and bound him and put 
him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, 4 because John had been saying to him, 
“It is not lawful for you to have her.” 5 And though he 
wanted to put him to death, he feared the people, 
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6 But when Herod’s birthday came… 
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6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before the company and pleased 
Herod, 7 so that he promised with an oath to give her 
whatever she might ask.
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6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before the company and pleased 
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8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the 
head of John the Baptist here on a platter.”
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6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of 
Herodias danced before the company and pleased 
Herod, 7 so that he promised with an oath to give her 
whatever she might ask.
8 Prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me the 
head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” 9 And the 
king was sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests 
he commanded it to be given. 

Matthew 14



10 He sent and had John beheaded in the prison, 11 and 
his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, 
and she brought it to her mother. 
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10 He sent and had John beheaded in the prison, 11 and 
his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, 
and she brought it to her mother. 

12 And his disciples came and took the body and buried 
it, and they went and told Jesus.
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1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame 
of Jesus, 2 and he said to his servants, “This is John the 
Baptist. He has been raised from the dead; that is why 
these miraculous powers are at work in him.”

Matthew 14



Why would 
Matthew include 
this story here?



Followers of Jesus 
will face rejection 
and persecution.



10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Matthew 5:10-12
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When you suffer for Jesus, you are blessed by Jesus



16 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of 
wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 

17 Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and 
flog you in their synagogues, 18 and you will be dragged before 
governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them 
and the Gentiles. 

Matthew 10:16-25
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Jesus gives us a warning to live 
with wisdom and innocence



19 When they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are 
to speak or what you are to say, for what you are to say will be 
given to you in that hour. 20 For it is not you who speak, but 
the Spirit of your Father speaking through you
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21 Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his 
child, and children will rise against parents and have them put 
to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 
But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 23 When 
they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I 
say to you, you will not have gone through all the towns of 
Israel before the Son of Man comes. 
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Jesus gives us a warning to live 
with wisdom and innocence



24 A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. 

25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the 
servant like his master. If they have called the master of the 
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his 
household.
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Like teacher…like disciples…
Jesus was persecuted, you will be persecuted



18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 
hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love 
you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I 
chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

John 15:18-21
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20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 
21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my 
name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

John 15:18-21

This is a conflict between spiritual worlds.



So…Therefore…What Now…
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