






Matthew 15:1-16:12  
Four stories that are foundational in “reformational” Christianity:



Matthew 15:1-16:12  
Four stories that are foundational in “reformational” Christianity:

• Sola Scriptura: scripture over tradition
• Sola Fides: faith over experience
• Sola Gratia: grace over merit
• Solus Christus: Christ over signs
• SOLA DEO GLORIA: GOD’S GLORY ONLY

The five solas’ state that Christians have a relationship with God…

• by grace alone, 
• through faith alone, 
• in Christ alone, 
• as revealed by Scripture alone, 
• to the glory of God alone.
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29 Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of 
Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 
30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the 
lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and 
they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the 
crowd wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the 
crippled healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And 
they glorified the God of Israel. 

Matthew 15:29-39



32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have 
compassion on the crowd because they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to 
send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the 
disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in 
such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?” 

Matthew 15:29-39



34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” 
They said, “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the 
crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves 
and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the 
crowds.

Matthew 15:29-39



37 And they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up seven 
baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate 
were four thousand men, besides women and children. 

39 And after sending away the crowds, he got into the boat and 
went to the region of Magadan.

Matthew 15:29-39





Matthew 14:13-21
Jesus feeds 

five thousand

Matthew 15:29-39
Jesus feeds 

four thousand
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4. Discipleship includes gratitude for what God has provided and faith for what he will 

accomplish through it.
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1. Discipleship is about being used for God’s mission right here and right now.

2. Discipleship is more about doing than about knowing.

3. Discipleship is about bringing what you have to Jesus for him to use.

4. Discipleship includes gratitude for what God has provided and faith for what he will 

accomplish through it.

5. Discipleship is about obedience to the instructions of Jesus.

Matthew 14:13-21 – Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

May 8 - John Richardson
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Why would Matthew 
record both accounts?
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Matthew 15:29
“Jesus went on 
from there and 

walked beside the 
Sea of Galilee."

Mark 7:31
“ Then he returned 

from the region of Tyre
and went through 
Sidon to the Sea of 

Galilee, in the region of 
the Decapolis.”



29 Jesus went on from there and walked beside the Sea of 
Galilee. And he went up on the mountain and sat down there. 
30 And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, 
the blind, the crippled, the mute, and many others, and they 
put them at his feet, and he healed them, 31 so that the crowd 
wondered, when they saw the mute speaking, the crippled 
healthy, the lame walking, and the blind seeing. And they 
glorified the God of Israel. 
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Matthew wants us to see 
Jesus’ heart for all people and 
the true healing that can only 

happen in Christ.
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32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have 
compassion on the crowd because they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to 
send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the 
disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in 
such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?” 

Matthew 15:29-39

Splanchnizomai – to have great affection and compassion 
for someone from your inner being 

Literally  “splanchnon” are your “inward parts, internal organs, entrails.”

Metaphorically: “The deepest part of who I am”

Jesus is saying “My heart goes out to the crowd”
“the deepest part of who I am is moved by these people in need.”



Matthew wants us to see 
Jesus’ heart is full of 

compassion that leads 
him to action



28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11:28-30
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““Gentle and lowly.” This, according to his 
own testimony, is Christ’s very heart. This is 
who he is. Tender. Open. Welcoming. 
Accommodating. Understanding. Willing. If 
we are asked to say only one thing about 
who Jesus is, we would be honoring Jesus’s 
own teaching if our answer is, gentle and 
lowly. If Jesus hosted his own personal 
website, the most prominent line of the 
“About Me” dropdown would read: Gentle 
and Lowly in Heart.”  

Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly, 20.



Jesus is... “Meek. Humble. Gentle. Jesus is 
not trigger-happy. Not harsh, reactionary, 
easily exasperated. He is the most 
understanding person in the universe. The 
posture most natural to him is not a pointed 
finger but open arms.” 

Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly, 19.



"The point in saying that Jesus is lowly is 
that he is accessible. For all his resplendent 
glory and dazzling holiness, his supreme 
uniqueness and otherness, no one in human 
history has ever been more approachable 
than Jesus Christ. No prerequisites. No 
hoops to jump through...The minimum bar 
to be enfolded into the embrace of Jesus is 
simply: open yourself up to him. It is all he 
needs.”

Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly, 20.
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14 When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 Now when it was 
evening, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds 
away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves.
16 But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.”
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such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?”



32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have 
compassion on the crowd because they have been with me 
now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am unwilling to 
send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the 
disciples said to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in 
such a desolate place to feed so great a crowd?”
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If you were Jesus, what 
would your response be?
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Matthew wants us to see 
Jesus’ heart of compassion 

extends to disciples who fail.
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Matthew wants us to see Jesus’ heart of grace. 

1. Jesus’ heart to reach all people.

2. Jesus’ heart that leads him to action.

3. Jesus’ heart that extends grace to us in our failures.




