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• Religious leaders are increasingly hostile
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This story teaches two truths:
the disciples’ freedom from the religious law, 

and their freedom to love and serve 
their neighbor.  

Big idea for today…



Matthew 17:22-27
22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them,

“The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men,
23 and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.”

And they were greatly distressed.
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And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying,

“What do you think, Simon? 
From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax? 
From their sons or from others?”

26 And when he said, 
“From others,” 

Jesus said to him,
“Then the sons are free.

27 However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook 
and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth 
you will find a shekel.
Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.”
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19 For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, 
that I might win more of them.

20 To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. 
To those under the law I became as one under the law (though not 
being myself under the law) that I might win those under the law.

21 To those outside the law I became as one outside the law 
(not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ) 
that I might win those outside the law.

22 To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all people, that by all means I might save some.

23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its 
blessings.

I Corinthians 9:19-23



23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. 
“All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.

24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.

I Corinthians 10:23-24



13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as supreme,

14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to 
praise those who do good.

15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people.

16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, 
but living as servants of God.

17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

I Peter 2:13-17
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Everything else is of subordinate importance.
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Two critically important questions:
-What things are unnecessary
that cause offense to others?

-What things are unavoidable
that cause offense to others?



1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his 
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.

2 And He was transfigured before them, and His face shone like the sun, 
and His clothes became white as light.

3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with Him.
4 And Peter said to Jesus, 

“Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents 
here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”

5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and a voice from the cloud said,

“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”

Relationship over Religion 

Internals over Externals

God over Man

Submission over Power

So…..therefore……what now?



13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another.

14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

15 But if you bite and devour one another, 
watch out that you are not consumed by one another.

Galatians 5:13-15
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Matthew chapters 18 
Kingdom Community



Matthew 15:1-9


