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Discourse #1 Kingdom Values
Discourse #2 Kingdom Mission
Discourse #3 Kingdom Secrets
Discourse #4 Kingdom Community

Discourse #5 Kingdom Ends and Begins
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Matthew 14-17: Kingdom Intensified

Christ and His trustworthiness
are the ultimate object of
our faith and hope...
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Matthew 14-17: Kingdom Intensified

Christ and His trustworthiness
are the ultimate object of

our faith and hope...

* The religious leaders are increasingly hostile
* The crowds are increasingly curious
* The disciples are increasingly convinced
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Big idea for today...

This story teaches two truths:
the disciples’ freedom from the religious law,
and their freedom to love and serve
their neighbor.




Matthew 17:22-27

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them,
“The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men,
23 and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.”
And they were greatly distressed.
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24\ hen th ctors of the two-drachma tax went
up to Peter a
“Does
25 He said, “Yes.”
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22 As they were gathering in Galilee, J@us said to them,
“The Son of elivgred into the hands of men,
and they wil ' ' raised on the third day.”
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5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
external distinctives of their worship community




5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
external distinctives of their worship community

1. 3 pilgrimages to Jerusalem Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles (Tents or Booths)




5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
external distinctives of their worship community

2. Synagogue worship on the Sabbath




5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
external distinctives of their worship community

3. Keeping the yearly calendar of feasts




5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
external distinctives of their worship community

4. Maintaining organized communication between Israel

and the Jewish Diaspora scattered throughout the world




5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
external distinctives of their worship community

5. Regular payment of the temple tax




5 things a Jew observed in order to contribute to the
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Greek: statér (equal to a Jewish shekel)
Definition: a stater (a coin); a four drachma coin

....a Greek silver coin equal in value to the Jewish shekel.

—equivalent to four denarii (a tetradrachma, four drachma)=
...a denarii is one day’s wage of a common laborer;
...roughly % of one week’s worth of earnings per person...
...(1/100 of an individual’s yearly earning)...

— the exact amount of the Temple-tax required for two people.

5. Regular payment of the temple tax
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Greek: statér (equal to a Jewish shekel)
Definition: a stater (a coin); a four drachma coin
....a Greek silver coin equal in value to the Jewish shekel.
—equivalent to four denarii (a tetradrachma, four drachma)=
...a denarii is one day’s wage of a common laborer;
...roughly % of one week’s worth of earnings per person...
...(1/100 of an individual’s yearly earning)...
— the exact amount of the Temple-tax required for two people.

5. Regular payment of the temple tax
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Matthew 17:22-27

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, J@us said to them,
“The Son of elivgred into the hands of men,
and they wil ' ' raised on the third day.”
And they were gre

24\ hen th ctors of the two-drachma tax went
up to Peter a
“Does
25 He said, “Yes.”




Matthew 17:22-27

And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying,
“What do you think, Simon?

From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tax?
From their sons or from others?”
26 And when he said,

“From others,”
Jesus said to him,
“Then the sons are free.

However, not to give offense to them, go to the sea and cast a hook

and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open its mouth
you will find a shekel.

Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.”
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Y For though | am free from all, | have made myself a servant to all, =
that | might win more of them. G

20 To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews.
To those under the law | became as one under the law (though not I
being myself under the law) that | might win those under the law.

21To those outside the law | became as one outside the law
(not being outside the law of God but under the law of Christ)
that | might win those outside the law.

22To the weak | became weak, that | might win the weak. | have become all
things to all people, that by all means | might save some.

23| do it all for the sake of the gospel, that | may share with them in its
blessings.
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23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful.
“All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.
24 et no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor.
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g 13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, \
= whether it be to the emperor as supreme, .
% 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to
? praise those who do good. ;f
é 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the
\/ ignorance of foolish people.

oo

16 | ive as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil,

d h
\ but living as servants of God.
. YHonor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. =
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So.....therefore......what now?

This story teaches two truths:
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This story teaches two truths:
the disciples’ freedom from the religious law,
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So.....therefore......what now?

This story teaches two truths:
the disciples’ freedom from the religious law,
and their freedom to love and serve
their neighbor.

Everything else is of subordinate importance.




So.....therefore......what now?

Two critically important questions:




So.....therefore......what now?

Two critically important questions:

-What things are unnecessary
that cause offense to others?




So.....therefore......what now?

Two critically important questions:

-What things are unnecessary
that cause offense to others?

-What things are unavoidable
that cause offense to others?




So.....therefore......what now?

Relationship over Religion

Internals over Externals

God over Man

Submission over Power
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13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another.
14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
15But if you bite and devour one another,
watch out that you are not consumed by one another.
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13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
hrough love serve one another.
14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
15But if you bite and devour one another,
watch out that you are not consumed by one another.
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13 For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
.hrough love serve one another.
14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
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- 15But if you bite and devour one another,

(\( watch out that you are not consumed by one another.
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