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L REVIVE

To bring back to life that which has died or been unconscious.
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Why?

The clear decline of
biblical Christianity
in Western culture
has become
alarming...
...and, to a
significant degred
understandable.
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We have been filled
with grief as we have
withessed the decline
of the North American
Church that was once
filled with missionary

zeal and yet now
seems determined to
bury itself in a deadly

embrace with the

spirit of the age.

Peter Akinola-
Bishop Nigerian Anglican Chuw
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Old fashion
Hyper-religious
Anti-intellectual

Shaming and demeaning
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When Christians...

are more grieved and distressed
by their own sin
than they are by the evil
in the world around them.



Repentance, as we know,
is basically not moaning and remorse,
but turning and change.

- J.1. Packer
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Changing
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We all want progress,
but if you're on the wrong road,
progress means doing an about-turn and
walking back to the right road;
in that case, the man who turns back soonest
is the most progressive.

-C.S. Lewis
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RtPEN i What should we do when we are confronted with our sin?

What have you seen “others” do
when their sin,
their weaknesses,
their wrong attitudes or twisted behaviors
have been exposed or confronted?
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5 dimensions of David’s repentance...
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! Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!



RtPtN i What should we do when we are confronted with our sin?

Psalm 51:1-2

! Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!

we appeal to God based on His character not ours.



REPEN i What should we do when we are confronted with our sin?

Psalm 51:3-6

3For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
> Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
® Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.



Many think they repent when it is not the
offense but the penalty that troubles them.

- Thomas Watson
1600’s English clergyman
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Psalm 51:3-6

3For | know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your sight,
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.
> Behold, | was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
® Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.

Take responsibility and be brutally honest with God
about the truth......and maybe even with others.



REPEN i What should we do when we are confronted with our sin?

Psalm 51:7-12

7Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean;

wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
?Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
11'Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.
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Psalm 51:7-12

7Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean;

wash me, and | shall be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
?Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
11'Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Allow God's grace be the healing oiwtment for Yyour soul.
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13Then | will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.
14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.
150 Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or | would give it;
you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
17The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
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Psalm 51:13-17

13Then | will teach transgressors your ways, with
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a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
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18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;

Y then will you delight in right sacrifices,
in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.



RtPtN i What should we do when we are confronted with our sin?

Psalm 51:18-19

18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;
build up the walls of Jerusalem;

Y then will you delight in right sacrifices,
in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.

Let Your offering to God be simply an
ackwnowledgement of His redemptive Love .



Those who believe they have pleased God by the quality of their
devotion and moral goodness naturally feel that they and their group
deserve deference and power over others.

The God of Jesus and the prophets, however,
saves completely by grace.

He cannot be manipulated by religious and moral performance—
He can only be reached through repentance,
through the giving up of power.

If we are saved by sheer grace we can only become grateful,
willing servants of God and of everyone around us.

- Tim Keller
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Repentance is....
...a decisive change of mind and direction...
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Repentance is....

...in light of the painful truth of our sinfulness...
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Repentance is....

...that totally leans on God’s grace...
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Repentance is....

...which is profound enough to touch each human life...



So......therefore.....what now?

Repentance is....

...and worthy of being the foundation of our surrender to Him.



The first condition is repentance, which means a change of mind.
Formerly | thought sin a pleasant thing,
but now | have changed my mind about it;
formerly | thought the world an attractive place,
but now | know better;
formerly | regarded it a miserable business to be a Christian,
but now | think differently.
Once | thought certain things delightful,
but now | think them vile;
once | thought other things utterly worthless,
but now | think them most precious.
That is a change of mind, and that is repentance.

- Watchman Nee- Chinese pastor persecuted by the Communists in the 1950’s
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Once | thought certain things delightful,
but now | think them vile;

once | thought other things utterly worthless,
but now | think them most precious.

- Watchman Nee- Chinese pastor persecuted by the Communists in the 1950’s
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