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Matthew 19 –
Kingdom design for community… 

in the nuclear family.



The Sanctity of Marriage…
…a God established, purposeful, special union 

in which a man and a woman 
build and share a life together.  

It is a covenant relationship marked by 
the highest order of commitment, companionship, 

growth, fidelity, sexual intimacy, and love.

Biblical Design for marriage and family…
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Biblical design for marriage and family…
• The sanctity of marriage
• The inadequate nature of same-sex marriage
• The disruptive nature of divorce
• The destructive nature of extra-marital sex
• The erosive nature of pre-marital sex
• The corrosive nature of pornography 
• The distortive nature of homosexuality
• The dysphoric nature of transgenderism
• The appreciation and respect for singleness
• The sanctity of children
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3 dimensions of relating to the issues:
1. Is there absolute truth, where might it come 

from, and is it independent from me?
2. Is this dystopian ‘brave new world’ in which we 

live worth buying into?
3. How can we engage our culture with integrity 

and compassion?
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Grace 
& 

Truth
John 1:14-17

We are 
not the judge… 

but God is.
Romans 14:10-12

There                  
is no room for 
dehumanizing 

anyone.
Matthew 5:21-22
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dialogue filled with 

integrity and 
compassion…
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3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”
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Identity
Who are we?

Where are we at? 

Genesis 1
In the beginning, God 

created the heavens and 
the earth.

Day 1
God separated light from 
darkness, day from night.

Day 2
God separated the waters 

on both sides of the 
”expanse”. (sky)

Day 3 
God designated a place for 

the waters under the 
“expanse” and a place for 
dry land where vegetation 
could flourish and multiply 

in their same kind.

Day  4 
God created the two 

“great lights” to govern the 
day and the night He 
created on day one.

Day 5
God created creatures to 

inhabit the sea and the sky 
and multiply after their 

kind.

Day 6 
God created creatures to 

inhabit the land and 
multiply after their kind.
He also created mankind 

after His likeness, 
in ‘their’ image, to exercise 
dominion (responsibility) 

for taking care of the earth.
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Romans 12:2
I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your 
spiritual worship.  Do not 

be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed 

by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the 

will of God, 
what is 
good 

and 
acceptable

and 
perfect.
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created them.

Genesis 2:7, 18
The Lord God formed 
the man of dust from 

the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, 
and the man became a 

living creature.  
Then the Lord God took 
the man and put him in 

the garden.
Then the Lord God said, 
“It is not good that man 
should be alone; I will 
make a helper fit for 

him.”
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Genesis 2:21-25 
The Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept took one 
of his ribs and closed up the 

place with flesh.  And the 
rib of the man  God made 
into a woman and brought 

her to the man.  
Then the man said, 

“That at last is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out 

of Man.“
Therefore a man shall leave 

his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, 

and they shall become one 
flesh.  And the man and his 
wife were both naked and 

were not ashamed.
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him; male and female He 

created them.
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Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)
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Genesis  3
The woman was deceived 

into questioning the 
veracity of God, questioning 

His goodness.

The man who was given 
responsibility first stood by 

passively, 
rejected responsibility, 

did not lead or protect his 
wife, and gave up on all that 

was transcendent.  
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I Corinthians 6:15-20
15 Do you not know 
that your bodies are 
members of Christ? 
Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and 
make them members of 
a prostitute? Never!
16 Or do you not know 
that he who is joined to 
a prostitute becomes 
one body with her? 
For, as it is written,
“The two will become 
one flesh.”
17 But he who is joined 
to the Lord becomes 
one spirit with Him.

18 Flee from sexual 
immorality. 
Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the 
body, but the sexually 
immoral person sins 
against his own body.
19 Or do you not know 
that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you 
have from God? You are 
not your own,
20 for you were bought 
with a price. So glorify 
God in your body.
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Greek: porneia

Definition: fornication
Usage: adultery, 
prostitution, promiscuity. 

The root word of the 
English terms 

"pornography, 
pornographic"; 

• a selling off or  
surrendering of 
sexual purity;

• promiscuity of any 
and every type.
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Before 1935ish in U.S.
--------------------Line of Despair-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

After 1935ish in U.S.
Philosophy

Art

Music

General culture

Theology

Absolutes exist independently 
from mankind: 

God, truth, morality

Absolutes do not exist 
independently from mankind:
No God, no truth, no morality

Epistemological Transition
Abandonment of rationalism, naturalism, and theism
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Before 1935ish in U.S.
--------------------Line of Despair-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

After 1935ish in U.S.
Philosophy

Art

Music

General culture

Theology

Relating to general culture and commenting on 
the writings of Henry Miller in the 1950’s 

(pornographic literature):

“Young people often said that his writings 
were not just pornographic, but were a 

philosophical statement.  Parents of these 
young people asked me if I agreed.  “Yes, your 

child is right.  They are certainly dirty books 
and because of this will soil you.”  However, 

they were not intended to be mere 
pornography.  Miller was an ‘antilaw’ writer.  

He smashed everything to pieces so that there 
is nothing left.  Even sex is smashed.  This is 
especially devastating because it is often in 
the sexual area of life that mankind hope to 
find some kind of meaning when they have 

abandoned the search elsewhere. 

The God Who Is There, Francis Schaeffer

Epistemological Transition
Abandonment of rationalism, naturalism, and theism
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