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MATTHEW Matthew 19 - Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family
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Biblical design for marriage and family...

 The sanctity of marriage

* The inadequate nature of same-sex marriage
* The disruptive nature of divorce

 The destructive nature of extra-marital sex

* The erosive nature of pre-marital sex

* The corrosive nature of pornography

* The distortive nature of homosexuality

* The dysphoric nature of transgenderism
 The appreciation and respect for singleness

* The sanctity of children
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CHILDREN ARE A BLESSING
TO BE EMBRACED
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13Then children were brought to him that he might
lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked
the people, *but Jesus said, “Let the little children
come to me and do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of heaven.” > And he laid his
hands on them and went away.
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1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

2 And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of
them 3and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn
and become like children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
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“For it is disgraceful that, when no Jew ever has to
beg, and the impious Galilaeans support not only
their own poor but ours as well, all men see that our
people lack aid from us.”

Roman Emperor Julian
Letter to Arsacius in 362
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A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon

1 Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.
2 |t is in vain that you rise up early
and go late to rest,
eating the bread of anxious toil;
for he gives to his beloved sleep.
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3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord,
the fruit of the womb a reward.
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior
are the children of one’s youth.
> Blessed is the man
who fills his quiver with them!
He shall not be put to shame
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.
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A Song of Ascents.

! Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord,
who walks in his ways!

2 You shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;
yvou shall be blessed, and it shall be well with you.
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3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine
within your house;
your children will be like olive shoots
around your table.
4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed
who fears the Lord.
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> The Lord bless you from Zion!
May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem
all the days of your life!

° May you see your children’s children!
Peace be upon Israel!
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4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. ° You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your might. ® And these words that |
command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. ¢ You
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between your eyes. ? You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.
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EMBRACE CHILDREN BY
SPENDING TIME TOGETHER
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EMBRACE CHILDREN BY
INVESTING SPIRITUALLY
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