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MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

Biblical design for marriage and family…
• The sanctity of marriage
• The inadequate nature of same-sex marriage
• The disruptive nature of divorce
• The destructive nature of extra-marital sex
• The erosive nature of pre-marital sex
• The corrosive nature of pornography 
• The distortive nature of homosexuality
• The dysphoric nature of transgenderism
• The appreciation and respect for singleness
• The sanctity of children



The Sanctity of Marriage…
…a God established, purposeful, special union 

in which a man and a woman 
build and share a life together.  

It is a covenant relationship marked by 
the highest order of commitment, companionship, 

growth, fidelity, sexual intimacy, and love.

Biblical Design for marriage and family…
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MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Male     Female

Wholistic Biblical Sex
“the parts add up to the whole”
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3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)

Male     Female

Genesis 2:21-25 
The Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept took one 
of his ribs and closed up the 

place with flesh.  And the 
rib of the man  God made 
into a woman and brought 

her to the man.  
Then the man said, 

“That at last is bone of my 
bones and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out 

of Man.“
Therefore a man shall leave 

his father and his mother 
and hold fast to his wife, 

and they shall become one 
flesh.  And the man and his 
wife were both naked and 

were not ashamed.

Genesis 1:27
So God created man in 
His own image, in the 

image of God He created 
him; male and female He 

created them.

Genesis 2:7, 18
The Lord God formed 
the man of dust from 

the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, 
and the man became a 

living creature.  
Then the Lord God took 
the man and put him in 

the garden.
Then the Lord God said, 
“It is not good that man 
should be alone; I will 
make a helper fit for 

him”.
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I appeal to you therefore, 
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mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the 

will of God, 
what is 
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and 
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and 
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responsibility first stood by 

passively, 
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did not lead or protect his 
wife, and gave up on all that 

was transcendent.  



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Male     Female

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)
Genesis  3

The woman was deceived 
into questioning the 

veracity of God, questioning 
His goodness.

The man who was given 
responsibility first stood by 

passively, 
rejected responsibility, 

did not lead or protect his 
wife, and gave up on all that 

was transcendent.  



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Male     Female

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)
Genesis  3

The woman was deceived 
into questioning the 

veracity of God, questioning 
His goodness.

The man who was given 
responsibility first stood by 

passively, 
rejected responsibility, 

did not lead or protect his 
wife, and gave up on all that 

was transcendent.  



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Male     Female

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)
Genesis  3

The woman was deceived 
into questioning the 

veracity of God, questioning 
His goodness.

The man who was given 
responsibility first stood by 

passively, 
rejected responsibility, 

did not lead or protect his 
wife, and gave up on all that 

was transcendent.  



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

m  a  l  e  f  e  m  a  l  e

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)
Genesis  3

The woman was deceived 
into questioning the 

veracity of God, questioning 
His goodness.

The man who was given 
responsibility first stood by 

passively, 
rejected responsibility, 

did not lead or protect his 
wife, and gave up on all that 

was transcendent.  



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)

SIN 
RUINS 

EVERYTHING

m  a  l  e  f  e  m  a  l  e



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)

SIN 
RUINS 

EVERYTHING

m  a  l  e  f  e  m  a  l  e



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Humanity
Identity

Male     Female



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Gay / Lesbian
Identity

Gay        Lesbian



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

f e m a l e m a l e

Transgender
Identity



MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
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‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Male     Female

Holistic Biblical Sex
Greek: Agape…’divinely unconditional’

Procreational
“Be fruitful and multiply”

Greek: Storge
‘familial affection’

Relational
“Oneness”

Greek: Phileo
‘interpersonal friendship’

Recreational
“Pleasure”

Greek: Eros
‘ physical pleasure’

When it comes to ‘homosexuality’ and ‘transgenderism’ our 
culture reflects a growing abandonment of “natural law”: 

• An observable law relating to natural phenomena.
• A body of unchanging moral principles regarded as a basis 

for all human conduct.
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When it comes to ‘homosexuality’ and ‘transgenderism’ our 
culture reflects a growing abandonment of “natural law”: 

• An observable laws relating to natural phenomena.
Steven Hawking, A Brief History of Time, identifies four fundamental 
laws of nature: Gravitation, Electromagnetism, Strong Interactions, 
and Weak Interactions (atomic level nuclear types relationships).
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‘familial affection’
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When it comes to ‘homosexuality’ and ‘transgenderism’ our 
culture reflects a growing abandonment of “natural law”: 

• An observable law relating to natural phenomena.
• A body of unchanging moral principles regarded as a basis 

for all human conduct.

• Genesis 19:5-7
• Leviticus 18:22
• Leviticus 20:13
• I Corinthians 6:9-10
• I Timothy 1:8-11

• Romans 1:26-27
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culture reflects a growing abandonment of “natural law”: 
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for all human conduct.
Romans 1:18-32
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, 

because God has shown it to them.
20 For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine nature,

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world,
in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to Him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
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22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man 

and birds and animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,

25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. 
For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are 
contrary to nature;

27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and 
were consumed with passion for one another, men committing 
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty 
for their error.
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28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind to do what ought not to be done.

29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. 
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. 
They are gossips,

30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents,

31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.
32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve 

to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.
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When it comes to ‘homosexuality’ and ‘transgenderism’ our 
culture reflects a growing abandonment of “natural law”: 

• An observable law relating to natural phenomena.
• A body of unchanging moral principles regarded as a basis 

for all human conduct.

This issue is not addressed as directly in the scriptures as 
homosexuality. However God’s design in Genesis and beyond 

remains our reference point and should still be affirmed.  

Also, we ought to understand the various dynamics that are 
swirling around that can help us make heads or tails of this debated 

issue that has become highly explosive in our society. 
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Real Change Is Possible If You’re Willing to Start from the … Inside Out; Dr. Larry Crabb

With the loss of joyful freedom to fully express all we are as men and women,
we sense a deep uneasiness, a restlessness that drives us to recapture the wholeness that 
comes from enjoying our sexual identity.  But without God, the nearest we can come to rich 
and exciting enjoyment of that identity is fulfillment of our physical desires.  Sexual 
excitement and climax provides fallen people with the closest available approximation to 
what it means to be fully alive as sexual beings.  What was intended as the expression of 
our sexuality has become the evidence, even the substance, of it.  Something vital to life as 
a human being has been lost.  We no longer begin with a quiet confidence in our intactness 
as men… and as women… .

We’re not certain our masculine and feminine souls have the resources to remain alive no 
matter what failure or rejection comes our way; a sense of substance as men and women is 
simply no longer there.  We feel driven to recover it.  And because we’re desperate to 
regain what we know should be there but isn’t, we feel irresistibly drawn to sexual 
pleasures.
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we sense a deep uneasiness, a restlessness that drives us to recapture the wholeness that 
comes from enjoying our sexual identity.  But without God, the nearest we can come to rich 
and exciting enjoyment of that identity is fulfillment of our physical desires.  Sexual 
excitement and climax provides fallen people with the closest available approximation to 
what it means to be fully alive as sexual beings.  What was intended as the expression of 
our sexuality has become the evidence, even the substance, of it.  Something vital to life as 
a human being has been lost.  We no longer begin with a quiet confidence in our intactness 
as men… and as women… .
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The experience of physical excitement and fulfillment gives us a few happy moments that 
make us feel alive as men and women.  Sexual pleasures are compulsively attractive 
precisely because we no longer see ourselves as truly male and truly female.  And when we 
doubt our essential identity as man or woman, we struggle. A person without an awareness 
of masculine or feminine intactness lodged deeply in his or her soul cannot live according to 
God’s design.

The problem is threatened sexuality, an inevitable consequence of moving away 
from God.  

The symptom of the problem is sinful sexual expression.  The function of the symptom is to 
provide a counterfeit, momentary sense of maleness or femaleness.  And that, too, is sinful.

When people turn from God, the first thing they pursue when God removes His restraining 
hand is sexual pleasure.  Soon they reflect their damaged identity by perverting their sexual 
desires… springing from the root of threatened identity as men and women, people engage 
in all kinds of sinful practices that corrupt their relational style.
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I wonder if the energy with which we pursue sin grows out of the threat the Fall introduced 
to our identity as male and female.  If that’s true, and I think it is, then an inside look that 
get to the bottom of things will expose our doubts about our ability to function as men and 
women.  Until we sense the deep discomfort we feel in relating as men and women, we 
haven’t touched the core of our struggle.

The primitive threat that’s always present in fallen people (a legacy left to us by our first 
parents) makes boys aware of their weakness, incompetence, and helplessness.  As they 
sense an importance to enter their world with strength, they learn to compensate by 
emphasizing whatever special abilities or talents they discover in themselves.  Or they 
generate a counterfeit sense of masculinity through aggression, rebellion, and exaggerated 
independence.  Or they retreat into passivity that wimpishly demands that someone take 
care of them.

Girls quickly feel violated and unsafe.  Even the most caring parent will occasionally fail to 
come through with an appropriately loving response.  Little girls learn that their survival 
depends on tucking away that wonderful part of themselves that was designed to give
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vulnerability.  When someone wins a girl’s trust to the point where she risks exposing that 
deeply feminine desire of vulnerability and then betrays her trust (sexual abuse is the worst 
form of betrayal), she comes to regard those desires within her as reason for shame and 
self-disgust.

At the very center of our soul, 
we feel shame and fear that is attached to our identity as male and female.

Males lack the healthy confidence that they’re intact men who can move into their world 
unafraid of being completely destroyed by failure or disrespect.  

Females lack that quietly exhilarating awareness that they’re secure women who can 
embrace their world with no worry of having their essential identity crushed by someone’s 
abuse or rejection.
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MATTHEWKingdom Design Matthew 19 – Christian ‘community’ in the nuclear family

3 And Pharisees came up to Him and tested Him by asking,
“Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”

4 He answered,
“Have you not read that He who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female,
5 and said,

‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?

6 So they are no longer two but one flesh.
What therefore God has joined together, let not man 
separate.”

Humanity
Imago Dei

(made in the image of God)

Male     Female

Courage             
to rebuild     

God’s design 
for our 
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meaning and its 
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Jeremiah 2:12-13
12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this;

be shocked, be utterly desolate,
declares the Lord,

13 for my people have committed two evils:
they have forsaken me,

the fountain of living waters,

and hewed out cisterns for themselves,
broken cisterns that can hold no water.
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