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Kingdom Design
…for the community of believers  (18:1-35)
…for the nuclear family  (19:1-15)
…for the human heart  (19:16-20:34)

• Rich young man…………………………………………… (19:16-30)
• Laborers in the vineyard………………………………. (20:1-16)
• A mother’s request for her son’s preeminence (20:20-28)
• Healing two blind men…………………………………. (20:29-34)  
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Why did Matthew choose to include this event at this point when 
there were other intensely important events that happened 

during Jesus last trip to Jerusalem?

• Lazarus, raised from the dead by Jesus in Bethany
John 11:1-44

• Zacchaeus, the short in stature but head tax gatherer in Jericho
Luke 19:1-10

• Parable of the ‘minas’….being a good steward of God’s calling
Luke 19:11-27  



Matthew 20:29-34
29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed Him.
30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, 

and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, 
“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”

31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, 
but they cried out all the more, 

“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”
32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said,

“What do you want me to do for you?”
33 They said to Him, 

“Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, 

and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.



Mark 10:46-52
46 And they came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a great 

crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside.
47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48 And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”
49 And Jesus stopped and said,

“Call him.”
And they called the blind man, saying to him,

“Take heart. Get up; He is calling you.”
50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.
51 And Jesus said to him,

“What do you want me to do for you?”
And the blind man said to Him,

“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.”
52 And Jesus said to him,

“Go your way; your faith has made you well.”
And immediately he recovered his sight and followed Him on the way.
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30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, 

and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, 
“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”

31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, 
but they cried out all the more, 

“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”
32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said,

“What do you want me to do for you?”
33 They said to Him, 

“Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, 

and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.

Greek: eleeó
Definition: to have pity or mercy on, to show mercy…

……to show mercy as God defines it, 
as it accords with His truth (covenant) which 

expresses "God's covenant-loyalty-mercy" 
(i.e., acting only on His terms)
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“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”
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“What do you want me to do for you?”
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and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.

How could Jesus be the son of David if David lived approximately 
1,000 years before Jesus?

The answer is that Christ (the Messiah) was the fulfillment of 
the prophecy of the seed of David in II Samuel 7:12-13…

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish His kingdom.

13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom forever.

This title of honor that they gave to Him, 
declared their faith in Him
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Matthew 20:29-34
29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed Him.
30 And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, 

and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, 
“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”

31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, 
but they cried out all the more, 

“Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”
32 And stopping, Jesus called them and said,

“What do you want me to do for you?”
33 They said to Him, 

“Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
34 And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, 

and immediately they recovered their sight and followed Him.

Greek: splagchnizomai
Literally: 

“he felt for them deep down inside”… 
…(heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys)…

…a rational compassion vs. an empathetic compassion.
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Contrast the self-serving struggle of: 
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• the disciples (especially Peter) who needed to learn that 

the first will be last and the last will be first, 
• the positioning and posturing done by James and John 
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Why did Matthew choose to include this event at this point when 
there were other intensely important events that happened 

during Jesus last trip to Jerusalem?

Contrast the self-serving struggle of: 
• the rich young man who couldn’t abandon his wealth, 
• the disciples (especially Peter) who needed to learn that 

the first will be last and the last will be first, 
• the positioning and posturing done by James and John 

through their mother…
…with the total dependency on Jesus of these two blind men. 



Is He worthy 
of your 

surrender?



Revelation 4:11
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 

and by your will they existed and were created.”




