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EXPLORING THE LETTERS TO THE
SEVEN CHURCHES OF REVELATION
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Revelution 3:14-22

Laodlcea

What is a “lukewarm” church? <
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The city of Laodicea

« City was established in the 3" century BC by Seleucid king
Antiochus Il who named it after his wife, Laodice. He built the city in
order to establish his political control of the area. *
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who named it after his wife, Laodice. He built the city in order to establish
his political control of the area.

1* Over the next 150 years these trade routes became critical and
Laodicea rose to prominence.
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his political control of the area.
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rose to prominence.

City came under Rome in 133 BC. Some cities revolted against Rome
but Laodicea was loyal which led to thriving growth.
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Laodicea was loyal which led to thriving growth.

Syncretistic religion with a combination of local and Roman gods.
Wealthy!
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The city of Laodicea

City was established in the 3 century BC by Seleucid king Antiochus |l
who named it after his wife, Laodice. He built the city in order to establish
his political control of the area.

Over the next 150 years these trade routes became critical and Laodicea
rose to prominence.

City came under Rome in 133 BC. Some cities revolted against Rome but
Laodicea was loyal which led to thriving growth.

Syncretistic religion with a combination of local and Roman gods.

Wealthy!
 Major commercial center and trading place.
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Wealthy!
« Major commercial center and trading place.
« Famous for high quality dark black wool garment manufacturing.
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The city of Laodicea

City was established in the 3 century BC by Seleucid king Antiochus |l
who named it after his wife, Laodice. He built the city in order to establish
his political control of the area.

Over the next 150 years these trade routes became critical and Laodicea
rose to prominence.

City came under Rome in 133 BC. Some cities revolted against Rome but
Laodicea was loyal which led to thriving growth.

Syncretistic religion with a combination of local and Roman gods.

Wealthy!
« Major commercial center and trading place.
« Famous for high quality dark black wool garment manufacturing.
« Famous school of medicine.
« Banking center for the region.

Two major problems:
1. Earthquakes.
2. No natural water supply.
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Kevelation 3:14-22

14 “And to the ahgel of the church in Laodicea write:
‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the beginning of God'’s creation.

15“ 1 know your works: you are _neit'her'cold nor hot.
Would that you were either cold or hot! 1 So, because
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, | will spit
you out of my mouth. 7 For you say, | am rich, | have
- prospered, and | need nothing, not realizing that you
are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.
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Kevelation 3:14-22

18| counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so
that you may be rich, and white garments so that you
may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness

may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so

that you may see. ¥ Those whom | love, | reprove and
discipline, so be zealous and repent.
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Kevelation 3:14-22

20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, | will come in to
him and eat with him, and he with me. 21 The one who

conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my throne,

as | also conquered and sat downWith my Father on
his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the

)

Spirit says to the churches.” ” .
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Kevelation 3:14-22
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14 “And to the ahgel of the church in Laodicea write: *
‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, \% & * |
the beginning of God'’s creation. ’ )
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15“ ‘| know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. + Laodicea
Would that you were either cold or hot! 1©So, because |
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, | will spit
you out of my mouth. 7 For you say, | am rich, | have
- prospered, and | need nothing, not realizing that you
are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.

A lukewarm church is useless
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14 “And to the ahgel of the church in Laodicea write: *
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Would that you were either cold or hot! 1 So, because |
you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, | will spit
you out of my mouth. 7 For you say, | am rich, | have
- prospered, and | need nothing, not realizing that you
are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.

A lukewarm church is oblivious
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Kevelation 3:14-22

20 Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If * <y
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, | 5\ ~**
will come in to him and eat with him, and he
with me. %! The one who conquers, | will grant + Laodza
him to sit with me on my throne, as | also
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conquered and sat down with my Father on his
throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what
- the Spirit says to the churches.” ”
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REJECT SPIRITUAL COMPLACENCY
TAKE SPIRITUAL INITIATIVE



Lo Gori.. Sa.....therefore....what xow?

CULTIVATE SPIRITUAL SELF-AWARENESS
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| CULTIVATE SPIRITUAL SELF-AWARENESS

“‘Without knowledge of self there is
no knowledge of God...

Without knowledge of God there is
no knowledge of self.”

- John Calvin
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How do we cultivate spiritual self-awareness?
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How do we cultivate spiritual self-awareness?

1 conFess AND REPENT

PURSUE SPIRITUAL PRACTICES
WITH SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY
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