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18 And Jesus came and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

= Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
gC teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you.

And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”
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Discipleship

[t’s not a class, a project, a program,
a ‘check the boxes’, nor an accomplishment.
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Discipleship

[t’s being a surrendered follower
of a glorious Christ...
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...Who not only has the answers to the
questions of life, but Who is the answer.
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‘Kingdom’ ‘

is the primary theme through which we understand
being a follower of Christ.
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is the primary theme through which we understand
being a follower of Christ.

He is the true King and His is the true Kingdom...

)




Matthew «NcDOM CONELICT ¢
‘Kingdom’ 4

is the primary theme through which we understand
being a follower of Christ.

He is the true King and His is the true Kingdom...
...both now and forever.
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is the secondary theme through which we understand
being a follower of Christ.
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is the secondary theme through which we understand
being a follower of Christ.

The world is diametrically opposed to
the kingdom of God and His authority...
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is the secondary theme through which we understand
being a follower of Christ.

The world is diametrically opposed to
the kingdom of God and His authority...
...now but not forever.




Matthew 21-22
Conflict over Authority
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—
Matthew 21:1-22:14 ‘
Conflict over Authority

v. 1-11  Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
v. 12-17 Jesus Cleanses the Temple

v. 18-22 Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

V. 23 Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged
v. 24-32  Parable of two sons

v. 33-46 Parable of the landowner

v. 22:1-14 Parable of the wedding feast
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Biblical Parable

A parable is, literally, something “cast alongside” something else.
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Biblical Parable

Jesus’ parables were stories that were “cast alongside” a truth in order to illustrate that truth. His
parables were teaching aids and can be thought of as extended analogies or inspired comparisons:
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Biblical Parable

* An earthly story with a heavenly meaning
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Biblical Parable

* For a time in His ministry, Jesus relied heavily on parables.

In Mark 4:34a...“He did not say anything to them without using a parable.”
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Biblical Parable

 There are about 35 of Jesus’ parables recorded in the Synoptic Gospels.
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Biblical Parable

* |t had not always been that way. In the early part of His ministry, Jesus had not used parables.
Suddenly, He begins telling parables exclusively, much to the surprise of His disciples, who asked
Him, “Why do you speak to the people in parables?”




Matthew  21:33-46

Biblical Parable

A parable is, literally, something “cast alongside” something else.

Y. In Matthew 13:10 Jesus explained that His use of parables had a two-fold purpose:
-to reveal the truth to those who wanted to know it.
-to conceal the truth from those who were indifferent.
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33 “Hear another parable.

4> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables,
they perceived that He was speaking about them.
4 And although they were seeking to arrest Him,
they feared the crowds, because they held Him to be a prophet.
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33 “Hear another parable.

There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence
around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to
tenants and went into another country.

= When the season for fruit drew near,

he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit.
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Isaiah 5:1-7

1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;

and he looked for it to yield grapes,
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33 “Hear another parable.

2 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another,
and stoned another.

=2 Again he sent other servants, more than the first.
And they did the same to them.
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Prophet Death
Isaiah Sawn in half by King Manassah of Judah 750 BC
Jeremiah Stoned by Israelites in Egypt 600 BC
Ezekiel Martyred during the exile in Babylon 590 BC
Micah Killed by King Jehoram of Israel 700 BC
Amos Tortured by Amaziah the Priest 750 BC
John the Baptist Beheaded by King Herod Antipas 33 AC




and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
4What more was there to do for my vineyard, that | have not done in it?
When | looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
> And now | will tell you what | will do to my vineyard.
| will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured,;
| will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
¢ | will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow
up;
| will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
"For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah are his pleasant planting;
and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed,;
for righteousness, but behold, an outcry!
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= Finally he sent his son to them, saying,
‘They will respect my son.’
= But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,

‘This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.
E And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
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L When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?”
4l They said to him,
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard
to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”



Matthew  21:33-46

42 Jesus said to them,
“Have you never read in the Scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

i Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people producing its fruits.
44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces;

and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.”
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19 0pen to me the gates of righteousness,
42 Jesus said that | may enter through them
“Hav and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord; ’
the righteous shall enter through it.
211 thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
. Th has become the cornerstone. ' taken away from you

Clhl 23 This is the Lord's doing;
44 Ar it is marvelous in our eyes. cen to pieces;
211! 2% This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
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4> When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables,
they perceived that He was speaking about them.

46 And although they were seeking to arrest Him,
they feared the crowds,
because they held Him to be a prophet.
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Review... o

It was the religious leaders who had taken over the
‘vineyard’ and denied God’s rightful ownership and His
authority over His own property...
which in this case is a proper relationship with a world
that thrives under His infinite and personal wisdom
and kindness.




Review...

When we replace the authority and ownership of God with
ourselves, we inevitably, deceptively, and violently destroy the
“good, acceptable, and perfect” will of God that is designed to

redeem us from our isolation and brokenness.




So...therefore...what now?
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Where in our culture have we taken over and {
denied God’s ownership and authority?
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Where in the church have we taken over and {
denied God’s ownership and authority?




So...therefore...what now?

Where in your life have you taken over and {
denied God’s ownership and authority?
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Where in your life have you taken over and 4
denied God’s ownership and authority?

Are you willing to surrender whatever it
might be to His Kingship?




So...therefore...what now?

Where in your life have you taken over and <
denied God’s ownership and authority?

Are you willing to surrender whatever it
might be to His Kingship?

The Son, who was killed and then defeated
death, turns out to be the only hope we have

for the reclamation of our lives!
U







