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Matthew 21:1-22:14
Conflict over Authority

v. 1-11 Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
v. 12-17 Jesus Cleanses the Temple
v. 18-22 Jesus Curses the Fig Tree
v. 23  Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged
  v. 24-32     Parable of two sons
  v. 33-46     Parable of the landowner
  v. 22:1-14  Parable of the wedding feast 





1 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 
wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they 
would not come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell 
those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my 
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.” ’ 



5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 
another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, 
treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was 
angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 

Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding 
feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out 
into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad 
and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.



11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”
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THEIR COMMITMENT
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THE KING CONTINUES TO RESPOND 
WITH GRACIOUS INVITATION
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THE INVITED GUESTS RESPOND 
WITH APATHY, REJECTION, AND 

VIOLENT REVOLUTION
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THE KING PURSUES AND INVITES 
BAD AND GOOD PEOPLE



5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 
another to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, 
treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was 
angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 

Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding 
feast as many as you find.’ 10 And those servants went out 
into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad 
and good. So the wedding hall was filled with guests.



WEDDING REJECTION (1-7)
WEDDING REPLACEMENT (8-10)
WEDDING REQUIREMENTS (11-14)



11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”



11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”



11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to 
him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding 
garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to 
the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 
chosen.”



A REPLACEMENT GUEST COMES 
ON HIS OWN TERMS 
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So…Therefore…What Now?

1. The Kingdom of God is a party…but many invited guests have 
rejected the invitation and their commitment.

2. God continues to respond with gracious invitation.
3. The human heart is is prone to apathy and rejection of God.
4. We must respond appropriately to his invitation.
5. We must read the terms and conditions.



COME TO THE PARTY ON 
HIS TERMS, NOT YOURS




