


“Toto, I've a feeling we’re
not in Kansas anymore”







How can we navigate living in
a post-Christian culture that
is going through profound
and radical change?
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Daniel 1

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some
of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of
Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury
of his god. 3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to
bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the
nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in
all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and
competent to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them the
literature and language of the Chaldeans.




Daniel 1

e

>The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate,
and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three
years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king.

® Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the
tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel
he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called
Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.
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Babylonian

Shadrach
Meshach
Abednego




Hebrew Babylonian

Hananiah Shadrach
Mishael Meshach
Azariah Abednego




Hebrew Babylonian Vegetarian

Hananiah Shadrach Rack
Mishael Meshach Shack
Azariah Abednego Benny




A Lesson in Peer Pressure

Vegetarian

Rack =
Shack &

Benny
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How did Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego
navigate living in Babylon?
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How did Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego
navigate living in Babylon?

Courage




Daniel 2




Daniel 2

17Then Daniel went to his house and made the matter known to
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his companions, ¥ and told them
to seek mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery,
so that Daniel and his companions might not be destroyed with
the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 1° Then the mystery was
revealed to Daniel in a vision of the night.
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Daniel 2

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage
to Daniel, and commanded that an offering and incense be
offered up to him. 4 The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly,
your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of
mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 4 Then
the king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and made
him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect
over all the wise men of Babylon. 4° Daniel made a request of the
king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over

the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the
king’s court.
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Daniel 3

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was
sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on the plain of
Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent
to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the
counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the
officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects,
and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the
magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And
they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.




Daniel 3

4 And the herald proclaimed aloud, “You are commanded, O
peoples, nations, and languages, ° that when you hear the sound of
the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music,
you are to fall down and worship the golden image that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. ® And whoever does not fall down and
worship shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery furnace.”
’Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn,
pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the
peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden
image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
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Daniel 3

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and
maliciously accused the Jews. ? They declared to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 1°You, O king, have made a
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre,
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and
worship the golden image. 1 And whoever does not fall down and
worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 2 There are
certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These

men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or
worship the golden image that you have set up.”
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Daniel 3

13Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men
before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve
my gods or worship the golden image that | have set up? 1> Now if
you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre,
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and
worship the image that | have made, well and good. But if you do
not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?”




Daniel 3

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king,
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.
171f this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O
king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”
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Courage




Daniel 3

19Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his
face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered
the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. 2° And
he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace.
21Then these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and
their other garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery
furnace. 22 Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace
overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. 22 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace.




Daniel 3

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste.
He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound
into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”
25 He answered and said, “But | see four men unbound, walking in
the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of
the fourth is like a son of the gods.”
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26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery
furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants
of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 22 And the satraps,
the prefects, the governors, and the king’s counselors gathered
together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the
bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their
cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them.




Daniel 3

28 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s
command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and
worship any god except their own God. 22 Therefore | make a decree:
Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from
limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is
able to rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon.
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is cultivated in community...

exists in the face of challenge




is cultivated in community...
exists in the face of challenge...

results from confidence in God :




Dietrich
Bonhoeffer




“Bonhoeffer always seemed to me to
spread an atmosphere of happiness and
joy over the least incident and profound
gratitude for the mere fact that he was
alive...He was one of the very few persons
| have ever met for whom God was real
and always near...”




“On Sunday, April 8, 1945, Pastor
Bonhoeffer conducted a little service of
worship and spoke to us in a way that
went to the heart of all of us. He found
just the right words to express the spirit of
our imprisonment, the thoughts and the
resolutions it had brought us. He had
hardly ended his last prayer when the
door opened and two civilians entered.”
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“They said, “Prisoner Bonhoeffer, come
with us.” That had only one meaning for
all prisoners - the gallows...




“They said, “Prisoner Bonhoeffer, come
with us.” That had only one meaning for
all prisoners - the gallows.

We said good-by to him. He took me

aside: “This is the end, but for me it is the
beginning of life.” The next day he was
hanged in Flossenburg.”
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