


Thanksgiving



What is your favorite 
Thanksgiving food?





Gratitude for the gift
moves us to

gratitude for the Giver





THE SPIRIT FILLED 
LIFE IS A LIFE OF 
THANKSGIVING



Ephesians 5
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of 
the time, because the days are evil. 



Ephesians 5
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get 
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but 
be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and 
for everything to God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.
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1 Thessalonians 5
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 

give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
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Philippians 4
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.
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rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be 
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Philippians 4
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things. 9 What you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me—practice 
these things, and the God of peace will be with 
you.



- G. K. Chesteron

“I would maintain that thanks 
are the highest form of thought, 
and that gratitude is happiness 

doubled by wonder.”



THE SPIRIT FILLED 
LIFE IS A LIFE OF 
THANKSGIVING



James 1
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due 
to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
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Matthew 7
9 Or which one of you, if his son asks him for 
bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for 
a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, 
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father 
who is in heaven give good things to those who 
ask him! 



What is the best gift you 
have ever received?



Romans 1
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what 
can be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has shown it to them. 20 For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So 
they are without excuse.



Romans 1
21 For although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the 
glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals 
and creeping things. 
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Romans 1
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 25 because 
they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
Amen. 
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DISCONNECTING THE 
GIFT FROM THE 

GIVER CREATES IDOLS



- Timothy Keller, Counterfeit Gods

“We think that idols are bad things, but that 
is almost never the case. The greater the 

good, the more likely we are to expect that 
it can satisfy our deepest needs and hopes. 

Anything can serve as a counterfeit god, and 
especially the very best things in life.”



1 Timothy 6
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 
7 for we brought nothing into the world, and 
we cannot take anything out of the world. 
8 But if we have food and clothing, with these 
we will be content. 
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1 Timothy 6
9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless 
and harmful desires that plunge people into 
ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money 
is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from 
the faith and pierced themselves with many 
pangs.
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1 Timothy 6
17 As for the rich in this present age, charge 
them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes 
on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who 
richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 

They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 
to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus 
storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may 
take hold of that which is truly life. 
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DISCONNECTING THE 
GIFT FROM THE 

GIVER CREATES IDOLS



Psalm 100
1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
2    Serve the Lord with gladness!
    Come into his presence with singing!

3 Know that the Lord, he is God!
    It is he who made us, and we are his;
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
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2    Serve the Lord with gladness!
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3 Know that the Lord, he is God!
It is he who made us, and we are his;

    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.



Psalm 100
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
    and his courts with praise!
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!

5 For the Lord is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever,
    and his faithfulness to all generations.
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Psalm 100
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
    and his courts with praise!
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!

5 For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.



LOOK THROUGH 
THE GIFT TO SEE 

THE GIVER



- G. K. Chesteron

“I would maintain that thanks 
are the highest form of thought, 
and that gratitude is happiness 

doubled by wonder.”



Gratitude for the gift
moves us to

gratitude for the Giver



So…Therefore...What now?
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So…Therefore...What now?

1. Take out your phone

2. Write down five names

3. Choose one each day and 
tell them why you are 
thankful for them



Gratitude for the gift
moves us to

gratitude for the Giver




