


Chapters 26-28



Matthew: A Handbook for Discipleship 
(What does it look like to be a follower of Christ?)
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Matthew 26:30-35
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
31 Then Jesus said to them,
  “You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, 
    ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
      scattered.’
32      But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”
33 Peter answered Him, 
  “Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.”
34 Jesus said to him,
  “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, 
    you will deny me three times.”
35 Peter said to Him, 
  “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” 
 And all the disciples said the same.
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Matthew 26:30-35
30 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Psalm 113-118 (116-118), Hallel, sung antiphonally…. 
…Jesus would sing the line and the disciples would respond with “Hallelujah”.

116:5  Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.
117:1-2   Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!  For great is His steadfast 
  love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
118:5  Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me free.  
  The LORD is on my side; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?
118:8-9  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.  
  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.
118:14  The LORD is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation.
118:28  You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.
118:29  Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love endures 
  forever.
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To praise enthusiastically!!!
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Matthew 21:42-44
42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures:
  “‘The stone that the builders rejected

   has become the cornerstone;
   this was the Lord's doing,

   and it is marvelous in our eyes’?
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 

people producing its fruits.
44 And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.”
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Psalm 118:22-23
22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord's doing;

it is marvelous in our eyes.
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• The ‘spirit’ is willing but our ‘flesh’ is weak…
 “On our own, we are much weaker that we think, even when we know our devotion 

  is strong.” Frederick Bruner

• God’s faithfulness is easily ignored or dismissed when we trust in 
ourselves…

 ”Peter clearly preferred to live discipleship on the foundation of his dedication rather 
  than on His (Christ’s) forgiveness.  In theology, this is perfectionism.” 

  Frederick Bruner
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So…..therefore…..what now?

• We are left to focus on the promises of God… 
 
 “After I am raised up, I will go before you into Galilee.”  Matthew 26:32

 “I will be with you always even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:20

 “Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me.  In 
  my Father’s house are many rooms.   If it were not so would I have told 
  you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I prepare a place for   
  you, I will come gain and will take you to myself, that where I am you 
  may be also.” John 14:1-3
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So…..therefore…..what now?

• We are left to ‘praise enthusiastically’… “Hallelujah”
   
   Psalm 117
 Praise the LORD, all nations !!!!!!!!!!!!!
 Extol Him, all peoples !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
  For great is His steadfast love toward us, 
  and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
 Praise the LORD !!!!!!!!!!!!


