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“All this running through my mind as I stood overlooking the 
Oder Sound…thinking about our cultural moment and the 
compromise rampant in our day. Should we just give up and 
capitulate to the powers of our time? Should we sit by while 
our faith is taken captive by political and ideological forces? 
Should we avert our eyes while mammon wreaks havoc on 
our hearts? Should we watch twenty million young people 
leave the church in our generation? A million a year give up 
on faith? Is It possible to build community in such a way that 
though it is small, generations to come will look back on our 
faithfulness in a generation of compromise?”

- Jon Tyson, A Beautiful Resistance
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14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under 
sin. 15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I 
want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I do what I do not want, I 
agree with the law, that it is good. 17 So now it is no longer I who do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. 18 For I know that nothing good dwells in 
me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not 
the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I 
do not want is what I keep on doing. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it 
is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.

Romans 7
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21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at 
hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23 but I see in 
my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 25 

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve 
the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Romans 7
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1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 
from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

Romans 8
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Culture of 
“authenticity”

Charles Taylor, A Secular Age

Appeals to an internal authority 
(individual feelings, impulses, desires)

Expressive individualism

The Nova Effect “We are now living in a spiritual super-
nova, a kind of galloping pluralism on 

the spiritual plane.”
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1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus 
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5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 
cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Romans 8



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 
on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 
cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Romans 8



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit

5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds 
on the things of the Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but 
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 
cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

Romans 8

2 Peter 2:19
“They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of 
corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.”
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9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 
because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his 
Spirit who dwells in you.

Romans 8
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12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Romans 8
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“Indwelling sin is compared to a person, a living person, called 
“the old man,” with his faculties, and properties, his wisdom, 
craft, subtlety, strength; this, says the apostle, must be killed, 
put to death, mortified, — that is, have its power, life, vigour, 
and strength, to produce its effects, taken away by the Spirit.” 

- John Owen, Of the Mortification of Sin in Believers



“Do you mortify; do you make it your daily work; be 
always at it whilst you live; cease not a day from this 
work; be killing sin or it will be killing you. Your being 
dead with Christ virtually, your being quickened with him, 
will not excuse you from this work.”

- John Owen, Of the Mortification of Sin in Believers



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Romans 8



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 
the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the 
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Romans 8



Walk in the Spirit



Walk in the Spirit
Live out your new identity



Walk in the Spirit
Live out your new identity

“Become who you are”



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit So…Therefore…What Now?



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit So…Therefore…What Now?

Do not be “true to yourself” 



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit So…Therefore…What Now?

Do not be “true to yourself” 
Become who you truly are



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit So…Therefore…What Now?

“our deepest desires—usually to become people of goodness and love—are often 
sabotaged by the stronger surface-level desires of our flesh. This is exacerbated by a 
culture where the widespread wisdom of the day is to follow our desires, not crucify them. 
But in reality, “Be true to yourself” is some of the worst advice anybody could ever give 
you. Here’s why: giving in to the desires of our flesh does not lead us to freedom and life, 
as many people assume, but instead to slavery and, in the worst-case scenario, addiction, 
which is a kind of prolonged suicide by pleasure.”      
       - John Mark Comer, Live No Lies

Do not be “true to yourself” 
Become who you truly are
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In order to “become who you truly are” 
you need to remind yourself of your 

real identity

You will fail and Satan will say your 
failures define you

God defines your identity in Christ
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Your Identity in Christ - Craig Groeschel, The Power to Change

§ Sought after (Isa 62:12)
§ Precious in his sight (Isa 43:4)
§ A new creation in Christ (2 Cor 5:17)
§ Not condemned (Rom 8:1)
§ Forgiven (Col 1:14)
§ Loved (1 John 3:1)
§ Accepted (Rom 15:7)
§ A child of God (John 1:12)
§ Jesus’ friend (John 15:14)
§ Free (John 8:36)
§ The temple of God (1 Cor 6:19)



HolyHoly
SpiritSpirit So…Therefore…What Now?

Your Identity in Christ - Craig Groeschel, The Power to Change

§ Sought after (Isa 62:12)
§ Precious in his sight (Isa 43:4)
§ A new creation in Christ (2 Cor 5:17)
§ Not condemned (Rom 8:1)
§ Forgiven (Col 1:14)
§ Loved (1 John 3:1)
§ Accepted (Rom 15:7)
§ A child of God (John 1:12)
§ Jesus’ friend (John 15:14)
§ Free (John 8:36)
§ The temple of God (1 Cor 6:19)

§ God’s treasured possession (Deut 7:6)
§ Complete in Christ (Col 2:10 NLT)
§ Chosen (Col 3:12)
§ Called (2 Tim 1:9)
§ An ambassador of the Most High God (2 

Cor 5:20)
§ God’s masterpiece (Eph 2:10 NLT)
§ Able to do all things through Christ, who 

gives you strength (Phil 4:13)
§ More than a conqueror through Jesus, 

who loves you (Rom 8:37)
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