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Old Testament
or
maybe just OLD
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Pharisaical / Holier than Thou
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— Negative

“Don’t tell me what to do!”
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L 1

In 1980 in Stone vs. Graham, the Supreme Court declared posting
the Ten Commandments is unconstitutional because they are
“plainly religious” and violate the “Lemon Test”...

...from Lemon vs. Kurtzman (1971) which stated that any religious

content that did not have a ‘secular purpose’ was unacceptable in a
public forum under the ‘Establishment Clause’ of the First Amendment.

In Van Orden vs. Perry (2005), the Court permits the Ten
Commandments be included in displays if they are not conspicuous
above other historical, legal, and cultural documents and/or milestones.
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First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

In Van Orden vs. Perry (2005), the Court permits the Ten
Commandments be included in displays if they are not conspicuous
above other historical, legal, and cultural documents and/or milestones.
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Guidelines for the good life!
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A reflection of God’s holiness

Positive -




‘—_'v‘_‘ . u:‘{dﬂ;.r:jh ~

AL
7 Y

Basics of being a decent human
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Points us to Jesus
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Laws reflect a lawgiver.
- Positive -
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 Psalm119:93& 142

V93 | will never fdrget your precepts,
for by them you have given me life.
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?’“‘\“*is‘alm 119:93 & 142

~v93 Lwill never forget your precepts,
for by them you have given me life.

v-142 Your testimonies are righteous forever;
give me understanding that | may live.
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93 | will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have given me life.

v-142 Your testimonies ar€ righteous forever;

give me understanding the Aay live.
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The Ten Commandments

(and every other commandment in the scriptures)
are moral but they are not ‘moralism’...
...they are training in ‘righteousness’.



Righteousnhess can be defined as
biblical morals without pride.



Moralism can be defined as
morals (secular or religious) with pride.
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Moralism vs. Righteousness

‘Moralism’ is rooted in shame and blossoms into pride...
‘righteousness’ is rooted in truth and blossoms into humility.

‘Moralism’ is focused on making ourselves look good...
‘righteousness’ is focused on revealing the character of God.

’Moralism’is all about religion...
‘righteousness’ is all about relationship.

‘Moralism’is interested in “one-upmanship”...
’righteousness’ is interested in lifting one another up due to
understanding that God is the only one who is actually
righteous.
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‘righteousness’ creates stability in us due to our honesty.
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‘Moralism’ creates chaos in our lives due to our duplicity...
‘righteousness’ creates stability in us due to our honesty.

‘Moralism’ strangely enough ends up being destructive...

‘righteousness’ works toward

peing productive.

’Moralism’ actually puts people unc

er bondage of performance...

‘righteousness’ offers freedom of redemption.

‘Moralism’ forces people to make excuses for their

shortcomings...

’righteousness’ allows forgiveness to be offered and

accepted.



The three philosophical battlefields of our day:

Metaphysics:

Morals:

Epistemology:

Francis Schaeffer, He is There and He is not Silent




The three philosophical battlefields of our day:

Metaphysics: Having a foundation for explaining and

understanding the reality that we have ‘being’ or
‘identity’.

Morals:

Epistemology:

Francis Schaeffer, He is There and He is not Silent




The three philosophical battlefields of our day:

Metaphysics: Having a foundation for explaining and
understanding the reality that we have ‘being’ or
‘identity’.

Morals:

Epistemology: How can we know that we know

something we suspect (or have hope) iIs knowable...
...the nature, scope and limitations of knowledge?

Francis Schaeffer, He is There and He is not Silent




The three philosophical battlefields of our day:

Metaphysics:

Morals: (the human dilemma) How do we deal with

mankind’s ability to be both amazingly noble
and yet profoundly cruel?

Epistemology:

Francis Schaeffer, He is There and He is not Silent
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Exodus 20
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TEN COMMANDMENTS

Exodus 20 stands as a call to God’s people
to live responsibly...

(to love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind, soul
and strength; and to love your neighbor as yourself)

...and sits amidst the call to
a life of maturity and sanctity (chapter 19).




TEN COMMANDMENTS

Think of the
Implications.



Have no other
gods before Me.



Have no graven
Images.




Do not take
God’s name in
vain.



Remember the
Sabbath.



Honor your
father and your
mother.




Do not murder.



Do not commit
adultery.



Do not steal.



Do not bear
false withess.



Do not covet.
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So...therefore...what now?

Restrictive.....Yes

..... for everyone’s good with a nod to the goodness of
God and His blueprint for life.

Points us to Jesus..... Yes

..... because we have broken every one of these
commandments and need a redemptive solution to
the moral dilemma in our messy lives.






