


Jesus’ arrival as 
the promised King



Mark 11

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt 
tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If 
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’ ”



Mark 11

4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door 
outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And some of 
those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” 6 And they told them what Jesus had said, 
and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on it. 8 And many 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy 
branches that they had cut from the fields. 



Mark 11

9 And those who went before and those who followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
David! Hosanna in the highest!”

11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And 
when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
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Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,
 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
      humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 
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Zechariah 9

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
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The righteous and humble King…



Zechariah 9

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
 and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
 and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.
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Zechariah 9

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
 today I declare that I will restore to you double.
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The righteous and humble King…
Who establishes universal peace…

Bringing rescue through covenant blood.

Jesus is claiming to be 
the promised King



John 12

12 The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they took 
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,

 15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
        behold, your king is coming,

       sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
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John 12

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these 
things had been written about him and had been done to 
him.
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9 And those who went before and those who followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father 
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when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 
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Jesus both affirms and 
subverts expectations 

around his kingship



“Look at him! He rides no stallion, which is a war animal, 
and he comes not with fearful pomp and power, but sits 
on a donkey, which is no war animal but which is ready 
for burdens of work that will help human beings. Thereby 
he shows that he does not come to terrify people, to drive 
or oppress them, but to help them, to carry their burdens 
and take them on himself.”

      - Martin Luther
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Jesus defines kingship on his terms
Mark 10 – The request of James and John

42 And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that 
those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall 
not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you 
must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you 
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
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Jesus defines kingship on his terms

Jesus kingdom is defined by 
sacrificial love

“For Christ’s kingship over Israel was not for the purpose of exacting tribute, 
of putting swords into His soldiers’ hands, of subduing His enemies by open 
warfare; but He was King of Israel in exercising kingly authority over their 
inward natures, in consulting for their eternal interests, in bringing into His 
heavenly kingdom those whose faith, and hope, and love were centred in 
Himself. Accordingly, for the Son of God, the Father’s equal, the Word by 
whom all things were made, in His good pleasure to be King of Israel, was an 
act of condescension and not of promotion; a token of compassion, and not 
any increase of power. For He who was called on earth the King of the Jews, 
is in the heavens the Lord of angels.”

      - St. Augustine
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But when the Pro-Consul pressed him and said: 
“Take the oath and I let you go, revile Christ…”
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Polycarp of Smyrna (AD 69-155) 
Bishop of Smyrna

Lived during apostolic times
Disciple of John the Apostle

Death is recorded in “The Martyrdom of Polycarp”

But when the Pro-Consul pressed him and said: 
“Take the oath and I let you go, revile Christ…”

Polycarp said; “For eighty and six years have I been his servant, 
and he has done me no wrong, and how can I blaspheme my 

King who saved me?”
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Jesus defines kingship on his terms

Jesus’ kingdom is defined by 
sacrificial love

Will we faithfully walk on this road 
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