






The Big Idea
The Holy Spirit came to empower both the   

proclamation and the demonstration 
of the gospel of Jesus as Messiah. 
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  Do good works.
    Be a good neighbor.
       Build good will.
 Share good news.
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1  For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers,
    that our fathers were all under the cloud, 
 and all passed through the sea,
2  and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
3  and all ate the same spiritual food,
4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. 
  For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed  
   them, and the Rock was Christ.
5  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, 
  

What is the overall thread of this letter?
 

What is the ‘big idea’ of this section? 



1  For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers,
    that our fathers were all under the cloud, 
 and all passed through the sea,
2  and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
3  and all ate the same spiritual food,
4  and all drank the same spiritual drink. 
  For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed  
   them, and the Rock was Christ.
5  Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, 
  

What is the overall thread of this letter?
 

What is the ‘big idea’ of this section? 

It addresses the reality that the church in Corinth, unfortunately, many times
reflected more of the broken, sinful world than a transformed people (who are the 

object of God’s sacrificial love and grace) in their everyday lives. 
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What is the overall thread of this letter?
 

What is the ‘big idea’ of this section? 
    All believers are uniquely gifted by God with spiritual gifts …

a. for the common good
b. by His sovereign design 

It addresses the reality that the church in Corinth, unfortunately, many times
reflected more of the broken, sinful world than a transformed people (who are the 

object of God’s sacrificial love and grace) in their everyday lives. 
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What is the overall thread of this letter?
 

What is the ‘big idea’ of this section? 
All believers are uniquely gifted by God and are pieces that make up a whole in which …

a. the various parts are all needed
b. the less prominent parts are to be more honored 

12:12-31

It addresses the reality that the church in Corinth, unfortunately, many times
reflected more of the broken, sinful world than a transformed people (who are the 

object of God’s sacrificial love and grace) in their everyday lives. 



I Corinthians 12:12-31
12  For just as the body is one and has many members, 
 and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,
 so it is with Christ.
13  For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body
 —Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
 and all were made to drink of one Spirit.



14  For the body does not consist of one member but of many.
15 If the foot should say, 
 “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16  And if the ear should say, 
 “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
17  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? 
     If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?



14  For the body does not consist of one member but of many.
15 If the foot should say, 
 “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16  And if the ear should say, 
 “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
17  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? 
     If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?



14  For the body does not consist of one member but of many.
15 If the foot should say, 
 “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16  And if the ear should say, 
 “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
17  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? 
     If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?

The comparison game is destructive to the human soul because it 
often produces a sense of inferiority.



The comparison game is destructive to the human soul because it 
often produces a sense of inferiority.

14  For the body does not consist of one member but of many.
15 If the foot should say, 
 “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
16  And if the ear should say, 
 “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” 
   that would not make it any less a part of the body.
17  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? 
     If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell?



18  But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
 each one of them,
 as He chose.
19  If all were a single member, where would the body be?
20  As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
21  The eye cannot say to the hand, 
 “I have no need of you,” 
   nor again the head to the feet, 
 “I have no need of you.”
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22  On the contrary, 
 the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
23  and on those parts of the body that we think less honorable 
  we bestow the greater honor, 
 and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty,
24  which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so 

composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,
25  that there may be no division in the body, 
  but that the members may have the same care for one another.
26    If one member suffers, all suffer together; 
       if one member is honored, all rejoice together.
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Each individual part actually depends on the other parts to achieve 

its beautiful coordination. Some of the parts of the body which seem the 

weakest– and perhaps are even considered the least important– 

are, in fact, the most necessary.
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The Human Body as an Illustration

Each individual part actually depends on the other parts to achieve 

its beautiful coordination. Some of the parts of the body which seem the 

weakest– and perhaps are even considered the least important– 

are, in fact, the most necessary.

In addition to mastication, the joint of 

the jawbone enables actions 

such speech and yawning,[13] while 

playing a more subtle role in activities 
such as kissing and breathing.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speech
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yawn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandible#cite_note-dys-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breathing
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Human Body as an illustration…

Each individual part actually depends on the others to achieve its beautiful 

coordination. Some of the parts of the body which seem the weakest–and 

perhaps are even considered the least important–are, in fact, 

the most necessary.

Liver: 
cleans our 

blood, 
achieves 
acid base 
balance, 

blood sugar 
levels, and 

even 
hormone 

production 
(can regenerate 

itself)
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27  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
28  And God has appointed in the church 
 first apostles, 
 second prophets, 
 third teachers, 
 then miracles, 
 then gifts of healing,
 helping,
 administrating, 
 and various kinds of tongues.
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29  Are all apostles? 
 Are all prophets? 
 Are all teachers? 
 Do all work miracles?
30  Do all possess gifts of healing? 
 Do all speak with tongues? 
 Do all interpret?
31  But earnestly desire the higher gifts.
 And I will show you a still more excellent way.
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Arturo Toscanini  1867-1957  
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A confidence in the gospel.
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Chapter 13 
A mutual and mature love

29  Are all apostles? 
 Are all prophets? 
 Are all teachers? 
 Do all work miracles?
30  Do all possess gifts of healing? 
 Do all speak with tongues? 
 Do all interpret?
31  But earnestly desire the higher gifts.
 And I will show you a still more excellent way.
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