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What is the overall thread of this letter?

It addresses the reality that the church in Corinth, unfortunately, many times

reflected more of the broken, sinful world than a transformed people (who are the
object of God’s sacrificial love and grace) in their everyday lives.




What is the overall thread of this letter?

It addresses the reality that the church in Corinth, unfortunately, many times
reflected more of the broken, sinful world than a transformed people (who are the
object of God’s sacrificial love and grace) in their everyday lives.

The big idea of last week (chapter 13)?

The intentional and the intensive pursuit of love
is the path that should dominate the life of a follower of Christ.




But earnestly desire the higher gifts.
And | will show you a still more excellent way.

| Corinthians 13:1-13

14:1
Pursue love,

and earnestly desire the spiritual gift,
especially that you may prophesy.
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| Corinthians 12:27-28

27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

28 And God has appointed in the church
first apostles,
second prophets,

third teachers,

then miracles,

then gifts of healing,

helping,

administrating,

and various kinds of tongues.
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27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

28 And God has appointed in the church
first apostles,
second prophets,

third teachers,

then miracles,

then gifts of healing,

helping,

administrating,

and various kinds of tongues.

Appointed by God in His sovereignty.

Purposed for the common good of the
body.

Every person is necessary...every part
of the body.

The parts that seem less necessary
are actually more important.

There is no room for comparison
which simply leads to a sense of
inferiority or superiority.
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Apostles
‘foundationers’

Prophets
‘proclaimers’
‘foretellers’ or ‘forthtellers’

Teachers
‘instructors’
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prophesy?

Apostles
‘foundationers’

Prophets
‘proclaimers’
‘foretellers’ or ‘forthtellers’

Teachers
‘instructors’

Those who proclaim
il and explain God’s message to a
)l world in need with answers to
the critically important
questions of life that plague us.

* What is my origin?

 What isthe meaning and purpose of life?

* Where can | find a moral structure for life?

* What is my destiny?

* What do | do with the angst | experience as
a broken person in a broken world?
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Why are these higher gifts important?

For the maturity of everyone!
\ | Corinthians 13:11

When | was a child,
| spoke like a child,
| thought like a child,
| reasoned like a child.
When | became a man, | gave up childish ways.
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E All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
* forteaching, .......

 forreproof,..........

e for correction, .....

* and for training
In righteousness....
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Il Timothy 3:16
E All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable

 forteaching, ....... Explaining the path of life.

e for reproof, .......... Revealing when we are off the path.
e for correction, ..... Helping us get back on the path.

* and for training Providing what we need to stay

in righteousness....  °nthepath.




Why are these higher gifts important?

Il Timothy 4:1-4

| charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who is to judge
E the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom:
preach the word; be ready in season and out of season;
reprove, rebuke and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching.

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching,
but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the
truth and wander off into myths.




Love
| charge you in the pres Core Values of Integrity
E the living and the des Quest ' Relevance

preach the word; Patience
reprove, rebuke and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching.

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching,
but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the
truth and wander off into myths.




Why are these higher gifts important?

Hebrews 4:12

\ For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and of marrow,
and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
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What is the overall thread of this letter?

It addresses the reality that the church in Corinth, unfortunately, many times

reflected more of the broken, sinful world than a transformed people (who are the
object of God’s sacrificial love and grace) in their everyday lives.

What is the big idea of this section?

The proclaiming, the instructing, and the teaching of the truths of God
and His Word are the higher gifts that are designed to build up the
whole body of Christ and every individual who makes up the whole.
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1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts,
especially that you may prophesy.

y

’ o

- For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God;
for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit.
3 On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their

upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. -
4The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself,
but the one who prophesies builds up the church.
> Now | want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy.
The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues,
unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up. *
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he marriage of God’s holiness
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The integrated venue of grace and truth.
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vians 14 1-1

1 Pursue love,

=P

v,

he marriage of God’s holiness
and God’s mercy.

The integrated venue of grace and truth.

A covenantal commitment to an <
unconditional pursuit of valuing others
5 the way God values them. -
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As in Acts 2, these are actual languages
that someone is able to speak without
having learned them, and in fact, they

don’t even understand them even as they
are speaking them. The purpose is to
proclaim and explain the gospelto the
people who have gathered from various
places around the world.




As in Acts 2, these are actual languages
that someone is able to speak without
having learned them, and in fact, they

don’t even understand them even as they
are speaking them. The purpose is to
proclaim and explain the gospelto the
people who have gathered from various
places around the world.

The Acts 2 phenomena is one
expression, while there is also an
ecstatic ‘prayer language’ that the

individual exercises without knowing the
meaning of what they are praying.
However, the prayer can be interpreted
by someone else with the gift of
understanding this tongue.




n Acts 2, these are actual languages The Acts 2 phenomena is one
that someone is able to speak without expression, while there is also an
having learned them, and in fact, they ecstatic ‘prayer language’ that the
don’t even understand them even as they individual exercises without knowing the
are speaking them. The purpose is to meaning of what they are praying.
proclaim and explain the gospelto the However, the prayer can be interpreted

people who have gathered from various by someone else with the gift of
places around the world. understanding this tongue.
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Greek: oikodomé
Oikos-house + dome’-top of the house ¥
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Meaning: building up, edification.

upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. -
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Greek: paraklésis
Meaning: comfort, exhortation,

encouragement, appeal,

: ; nen but to God;
consolation, urging

| s mysteries in the Spirit.
3 On the oth> ho propheSIes speaks to people for their
upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. St



Greek: oikodomé y " ".;," ~ Greek: paramuthia
Oikos-house + dome’-top of the house [P ~N& ¢ . | Meaning: To console, to comfort.
S A a speaking closely to someone

with a greater degree of
tenderness than paraklesis.

Meaning: building up, edification.

Greek: paraklésis

Meaning: comfort, exhortation,
encouragement, appeal,
consolation, urging

upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. —
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4The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself,
~ but the one who prophesies builds up the church.
> Now | want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. — -
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® Now, brothers, if | come to you speaking in tongues, how will | benefit you
unless | bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy
or teaching?



71f even lifeless instruments, such as the flute or the harp,
do not give distinct notes, how will anyone know what is played?
8 And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get ready for battle?
9So with yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not
intelligible, how will anyone know what is said?
For you will be speaking into the air.



10There are doubtless many different languages in the world,
and none is without meaning,
S but if | do not know the meaning of the language,
| will be a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me.



1250 with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit,
strive to excel in building up the church



So....therefore...what now?




So....therefore...what now?

Prioritize love ... truth and grace

(as revealed in God’s Word)
 Live from it.
 Liveinit.
e Livetoit.




So....therefore...what now?

Prioritize love ... truth and grace

(as revealed in God’s Word)
e |Lead from it.
e Leadinit.
e lLeadtoilt.




So....therefore...what now?

Prioritize love ... truth and grace

(as revealed in God’s Word)
* Build people up.
 Urge people on.
* Encourage people in pain.




So....therefore...what now?

Il Corinthians 5:17-21
17Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
13 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ,
God making His appeal through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

21 For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin,
so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.




So....therefore...what now?

| Thessalonians 5:11-14
1 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,

just as you are doing.
12\\e ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are

over you in the Lord and admonish you,

13 and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work.
Be at peace among yourselves.
14 And we urge you, brothers,
e admonish the idle,
 encourage the fainthearted,
* help the wealk,
 be patient with them all.
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The proclaiming, the instructing, and the teaching

of the truths of God and His Word
are the ‘higher gifts’ that are designed

to build up the whole body of Christ
and every individual who makes up the whole.
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