


Who likes going on trips?



Do you like planning trips more 
than going on trips?





Our mission is fueled by the power of 
partnership – with God and his people

I Corinthians 16:5-12



I Corinthians 16:5-12



5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass 
through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the 
winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do 
not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with 
you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a 
wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.

I Corinthians 16:5-12



10 When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he 
is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help 
him on his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him 
with the brothers.

12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you 
with the other brothers, but it was not at all his will to come now. He will 
come when he has opportunity.

I Corinthians 16:5-12



I Corinthians 16:5-12

How can we work effectively 
for the mission?



5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass 
through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the 
winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do 
not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with 
you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a 
wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.
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5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass 
through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the 
winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do 
not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with 
you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a 
wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.

Effective ministry is strategic

I Corinthians 16:5-12



Effective ministry is strategic

Colossians 4:2-4
2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with 
thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open 
to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on 
account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear, which is 
how I ought to speak.
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Effective ministry is flexible
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Effective ministry is flexible

James 4:13-15
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such 
and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 
profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is 
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and do this or that.”
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Effective ministry is flexible

Romans 1:13
13 I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap 
some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles.



Effective ministry is flexible

Romans 1:13
13 I do not want you to be unaware, 
brothers, that I have often intended to 
come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap 
some harvest among you as well as 
among the rest of the Gentiles.

1 Thessalonians 2:17-18
17 But since we were torn away from you, 
brothers, for a short time, in person not in 
heart, we endeavored the more eagerly and 
with great desire to see you face to face, 
18 because we wanted to come to you—I, 
Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered 
us.



So…..therefore…..what now?



Ministry requires focus and flexibility

So…..therefore…..what now?



Do you need to work more on your focus?

Ministry requires focus and flexibility

So…..therefore…..what now?



Do you need to work more on your focus?

Do you need to work more on being flexible?

Ministry requires focus and flexibility

So…..therefore…..what now?



5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass 
through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the 
winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do 
not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time 
with you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 
9 for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are 
many adversaries.

I Corinthians 16:5-12
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winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do 
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Effective ministry is relational

I Corinthians 16:5-12



Effective ministry is relational

So…..therefore…..what now?



Do you ever get caught up in your to-do 
list and miss relating to the people God 

has put in your life?

Effective ministry is relational

So…..therefore…..what now?
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5 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass 
through Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the 
winter, so that you may help me on my journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do 
not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with 
you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a 
wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.

Effective ministry sees 
opportunities in the opposition

I Corinthians 16:5-12



Recognize the opportunity in the opposition

So…..therefore…..what now?



Recognize the opportunity in the opposition

So…..therefore…..what now?

People are chasing experiences in life, 
what people need as an encounter with God. 



People are chasing experiences in life, 
what people need as an encounter with God. 

Live out your faith courageously and compassionately

Recognize the opportunity in the opposition

So…..therefore…..what now?



10 When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he 
is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help 
him on his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him 
with the brothers.

12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you 
with the other brothers, but it was not at all his will to come now. He will 
come when he has opportunity.

I Corinthians 16:5-12



1 Cor. 4:14-21
14 I do not write these things to make 
you ashamed, but to admonish you as 
my beloved children. 15 For though you 
have countless guides in Christ, you do 
not have many fathers. For I became 
your father in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators 
of me. 17 That is why I sent you 
Timothy, my beloved and faithful child 
in the Lord, to remind you of my ways 
in Christ, as I teach them everywhere 
in every church. 
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1 Cor. 4:14-21
14 I do not write these things to make 
you ashamed, but to admonish you as 
my beloved children. 15 For though you 
have countless guides in Christ, you do 
not have many fathers. For I became 
your father in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 16 I urge you, then, be imitators 
of me. 17 That is why I sent you 
Timothy, my beloved and faithful 
child in the Lord, to remind you of my 
ways in Christ, as I teach them 
everywhere in every church. 

Philippians 2
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send 
Timothy to you soon, so that I too may 
be cheered by news of you. 20 For I have 
no one like him, who will be genuinely 
concerned for your welfare. 21 For they 
all seek their own interests, not those of 
Jesus Christ. 22 But you know Timothy’s 
proven worth, how as a son with a father 
he has served with me in the gospel. 23 I 
hope therefore to send him just as soon 
as I see how it will go with me, 24 and I 
trust in the Lord that shortly I myself will 
come also. 



I Corinthians 16:5-12
10 When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he 
is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help 
him on his way in peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him 
with the brothers.

12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you 
with the other brothers, but it was not at all his will to come now. He 
will come when he has opportunity.
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12 Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you 
with the other brothers, but it was not at all his will to come now. He 
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Effective work is team-work
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Effective work is team-work

So…..therefore…..what now?



Effective work is team-work

So…..therefore…..what now?

“Leadership is affirming people’s worth and potential so 
clearly that they are inspired to see it in themselves.”

     - Stephen Covey



Embrace a collaborative spirit

Effective work is team-work

So…..therefore…..what now?



Embrace a collaborative spirit

What does God have for you to do in this season?

Effective work is team-work

So…..therefore…..what now?



Our mission is fueled by the power of 
partnership – with God and his people

I Corinthians 16:5-12
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So…..therefore…..what now?

Ministry requires focus and flexibility



So…..therefore…..what now?

Effective ministry is relational
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So…..therefore…..what now?

Recognize the opportunity in the opposition

Effective ministry is relational

Ministry requires focus and flexibility



Effective work is team-work

So…..therefore…..what now?

Recognize the opportunity in the opposition

Effective ministry is relational

Ministry requires focus and flexibility
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