


Why?



A thoughtful yet honest response 
to questions from his 5 year-old 

daughter about death…
 …and without realizing it her 

questions were about mankind’s 
fragile mortality and our

desperate need for meaning…

More Than This 
by 

Mark Scibilla



I've been thinking about dying
And how that's gonna be
My skin and bones give up the ghost
And I finally feel my fragile soul
And all I am falls into mystery
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I've been thinking about after
And all the folks I wanna see
My neighbor says that this is it
My daughter says we live again
Most the time I'm somewhere in-betweenD

More Than This 
by 

Mark Scibilla

Verse 2



Don’t the question beg an answer
Don't the song beg a dancer
Don't you dare
Tell me that there
Ain't more to this
More to this
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Verse 3



The Wall Street Journal- Matthew McConaughey Gets Writing Fever; 
by Lane Florsheim; September 27-28, 2025

If Matthew McConaughey has to do something stressful, sometimes 
he’ll write himself a little note that says, 
 “Just remember you’re going to die one day.”
”It’s like, oh that’s right,” said the Oscar winning actor, 55.  
”None of this matters!” He finds inspiration in his 93 year-old mother, 
Kay McConaughey, who he said doesn’t stress about anything.  
“It’s not  because  she doesn’t give a damn, it’s because she led and 
is leading a fulfilled life and is not afraid of what happens next, 
whether there’s anything or not,” he said.
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WHAT?

What is this thing called life?

What is this thing called death?



The essence of the existential question of our existence…



The essence of the existential question of our existence…

Why do I exist?  
Would it matter if I did not exist?

What if death is as meaningless as life seems to be?



The essence of the existential question of our existence…

Why do I exist?  
Would it matter if I did not exist?

What if death could be as meaningful as life might just be?





• Death’s Certainty and it’s Tragedy
• Resurrection
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• Resurrection
• What Happens Right After You Die?
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• Facing your own Death
• Heaven and Hell



George Bernard Shaw
Irish playwright, socialist, part-time atheist, self proclaimed pragmatist.

"The statistics on death are 
quite impressive. 

One out of one die".



George Bernard Shaw

"The statistics on death are 
quite impressive. 

One out of one die".

Irish playwright, socialist, part-time atheist, self proclaimed pragmatist.



Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 
1  For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:
2  a time to be born, and a time to die;
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;
3  a time to kill, and a time to heal;
 a time to break down, and a time to build up;
4  a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
5  a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;
6  a time to seek, and a time to lose;
 a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
7  a time to tear, and a time to sew;
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
8  a time to love, and a time to hate;
 a time for war, and a time for peace.
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Ecclesiastes 3:9-13 
9    What gain has the worker from his toil?
10  I have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with.
11  He has made everything beautiful in its time. 
 Also, He has put eternity into man’s heart, 
 yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from 
 the beginning to the end.
12  I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as 

long as they live;
13  also that everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this 

is God's gift to man.
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Genesis 3
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord 

God had made.
He said to the woman, 
 “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
 “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said,
 ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 
   neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”
4 But the serpent said to the woman, 
 “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

  will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight    
     to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of     
     its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and 
     he ate.
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Genesis 2:15-17
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 
of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”



Genesis 3
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord 

God had made.
He said to the woman, 
 “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
 “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said,
 ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 
   neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”
4 But the serpent said to the woman, 
 “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

  will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight    
     to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of     
     its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and 
     he ate.

Genesis 2:15-17
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 
of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”



Genesis 3
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord 

God had made.
He said to the woman, 
 “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”
2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
 “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said,
 ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, 
   neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”
4 But the serpent said to the woman, 
 “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes 

  will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight    
     to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of     
     its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and 
     he ate.

Genesis 2:15-17
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat 
of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”

Among the trees in the garden was one that produced life (the tree of life) and another 
that produced knowledge (the tree of the knowledge of good and evil), or at least eating 
from them did.  This “knowledge” was experiential.  “Good and evil” a merism 
(combination of opposites that make the whole)  for the things that protect life and that 
destroy life, would be experienced if the forbidden fruit were eaten.  The potential for 
catastrophe was great if they in self-confident pride overstepped their bounds and 
attempted to manipulate life.  The tree of life, on the other hand, was apparently a 
means of preserving and promoting life for Adam and Eve in their blissful state.  These 
trees were in the middle of the garden, apparently close to each other; they provided 
the basis for the testing to come.             The Bible Knowledge Commentary
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Mankind decided to become autonomous from God 
and take authority for his own life away from God… 

…with disastrous impact…for now we are 
responsible for producing ‘life’ for ourselves 

….which we cannot do.
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7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. 
     And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
8     And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of     
     the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 
     the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, 
 “Where are you?”
10 And he said, 
 “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

  naked, and I hid myself.” 1

1 He said, 
 “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 

  commanded you not to eat?”
12 The man said,
 “The woman whom you gave to be with me, 
    she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”



17 And to Adam he said,
 “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the 

  tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the   
  ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

18     thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants 
   of the field.
19    By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,

   for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
21 And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 

them.
22 Then the Lord God said,
 “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. 

  Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, 
  and live forever—”

23         therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the 
  ground from which he was taken.
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24   He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed 
the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way 

 to the tree of life.



II Timothy 1:6-12a
6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 

through the laying on of my hands,
7  for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me His 

prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God,
9  who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works 

but because of His own purpose and grace, which He gave us in Christ 
Jesus before the ages began,

10  and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our 
 Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and
 brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
11  for which I was appointed a preacher and apostle and teacher,
12  which is why I suffer as I do.
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So…therefore…what now?
Craft a question, 

or a statement, or an observation about death… 
that is something you wonder about, 

struggled with, 
scared of, 

disappointed about…
that this week you could talk about 

with someone you trust .  
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