








What happens when you die?



What happens when you die?
Is there something?



What happens when you die?
Is there something?

What is it like? Who’s there? Who’s not there?



What happens when you die?
Is there nothing?



What happens when you die?
Is there nothing?

"I regard the brain as a computer which will stop working 
when its components fail. There is no heaven or afterlife 
for broken down computers; that is a fairy story for people 
afraid of the dark.” 

      - Stephen Hawking
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24 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but 
has passed from death to life.
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John 3:36
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him. 
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1 Corinthians 15
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a 
man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ.
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You have a united eternal relationship with Jesus 

that is grounded in his death and resurrection



1 Corinthians 15
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by 
a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But 
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ.

What happens when you die?





Creation



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection New Heaven 
New Earth

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection New Heaven 
New Earth

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection New Heaven 
New Earth

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection New Heaven 
New Earth

*Not to scale*

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection New Heaven 
New Earth

*Not to scale*

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection

What happens when 
you die?



Creation

Jesus’ death 
and 

resurrection

Jesus’ return 
and our 

resurrection

The Intermediate 
State

What happens when 
you die and enter the 
intermediate state?

New Heaven 
New Earth

*Not to scale*



Luke 23
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are 
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.”



Luke 23
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are 
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in paradise.”



Luke 23
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are 
you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked 
him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are 
receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to 
you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Immediately you are with Jesus in paradise



Philippians 1
18 …Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers 
and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 
deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not 
be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ 
will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 
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Philippians 1
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress 
and joy in the faith.
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Immediately you are with Jesus in a much better place



21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 
cannot tell. 23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 Convinced of this, I 
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Dwight Moody, when facing his death he said:

“Pretty soon you’re going to read in the Chicago papers 

that Dwight Moody is dead. Don’t you believe it. I will be 

more alive than I am right now.”



2 Corinthians 5
1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on 
our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be 
found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being 
burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by 
life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
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2 Corinthians 5
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, 
not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we 
are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, 
whether good or evil.
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You will be in an eternal heavenly home with Jesus
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You face the eternal consequences 
from your choice to trust in Jesus 

as Lord and Savior
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The Intermediate State Is…
• A place of blessing 
• In presence of Jesus
• Personal
• Conscious
• Disembodied
• Temporary
• Stage one of a two-part process
• Guaranteed for those who are in Christ
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The Intermediate State Is…

Hebrews 9:27
And just as it is appointed for 

man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment
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The Intermediate State Is…

Hebrews 9:27
And just as it is appointed for 

man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment

Luke 16:19-31
The parable of the rich man and 

Lazarus

“between us and you a great chasm 
has been fixed, in order that those 
who would pass from here to you 
may not be able, and none may 
cross from there to us.
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• Not a place where you need to be further purified, 

there is not a state of purgatory
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• Not a second chance
• Not a place where you need to be further purified, 
       there is not a state of purgatory
• Not “soul sleep”

The Intermediate State Is…



What about believers in the Old Testament?

The Intermediate State



What about believers in the Old Testament?

Old Testament believers go immediately into God’s presence.

There are not a lot of references. Those that give indication point 
to immediate conscious enjoyment in God’s presence, not 
waiting in a time away from God.

The Intermediate State



What about believers in the Old Testament?

- Enoch was taken into the presence of God (Heb 11:5)
- David is confident that he will be in the house of the Lord 

forever (Ps 23:6)
- Jesus appears with Moses and Elijah to his disciples (Matt 17:3)
- Matt 22:32 – “He is not God of the dead, but of the living”

The Intermediate State
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What about believers in the Old Testament?

What about “Sheol?”
 

- “Sheol” is used 65x in OT – the Hebrew “realm of the dead”
- “the place where the dead reside, the grave, underworld, 

wasteland, void”

The Intermediate State



You face the eternal consequences 
from your choice to trust in Jesus 

as Lord and Savior
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        Feel your feelings, tenaciously grab onto the truth
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So…therefore…what now?

“Death used to be an executioner, but the Gospel makes him 
just a gardener.”  
      - George Herbert

“Death used to be able to crush us but now all death can do is 
plant us in God’s soil so we become something extraordinary.”  
      - Timothy Keller



1. Soberly evaluate where you are at spiritually

2. Take comfort in the hope of Jesus

3. Rejoice in the death of death in the death of Christ

So…therefore…what now?
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