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“If you are ready to die, 
then you are ready to live.”
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v.14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.

If possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all.

Romans 12:18



Three aspects of this 
profoundly awkward situation: 

1.  Getting right with others…including God.
We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over 

you in the Lord and admonish you,…  
Be at peace among yourselves.  

And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, 
help the weak, be patient with them all.

I Thessalonians 5:12-13
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Three aspects of this 
profoundly awkward situation: 

1.  Getting right with others…including God.
• What is the origin of life…my life?
• What is the meaning and purpose of life…my life?
• What is the moral structure of life…my life?
• What is the destiny of life…my life?
• What do I do with the angst I face as result of being a broken person 

 in a broken world…the fractured me in a fragmented world?
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Theology Morality      Polity
What you believe 

about God and and 
His original design…

…will determine how 
you see what is true 

and false…

…which will require 
that you order your life 
to be in sync with His.
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Theology Morality      Polity
Mankind is created in the 

image of God, 
has inherent value and 
thrives in His design…

…so to demean, devalue, 
degrade or dehumanize 

people violates God 
Himself and His design…

…so we champion the 
things that build His 

design and His glory into 
the human experience.
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Three aspects of this 
profoundly awkward situation: 

1.  Getting right with others…including God.
2.  Determining the practicals that are yours 

to determine (or choose to determine).

• Create a Will / Set up a Trust
• Establish a Power of Attorney
• Update Beneficiaries
• Pay Debts
• Purchase Life Insurance
• Organize Financial Documents
• Secure Digital Assets

• Name guardians of minor children
• Arrange for pets
• Communicate Wishes…
       end of life limits and boundaries; 
       funeral details: cremation or burial and 
       their costs, organ and tissue donation, 
       important papers in a safe place. 

Legal and Financial Personal and Family
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Three aspects of this 
profoundly awkward situation: 

1.  Getting right with others…including God.
2.  Determining the practicals that are yours 

to determine (or choose to determine).
Say what you need to say 

to whom you need to say it….

….bless them on your way out 
as soon as you need to do it.
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---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Life-affirming Care 

for the dying, often referred to as
palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 

improving the quality of life by managing 
symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.
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The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Life-affirming Care 

for the dying, often referred to as
palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 

improving the quality of life by managing 
symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.

is a specialized care focused on 
improving the quality of life for people 

with serious illnesses by relieving 
symptoms and stress that can 

coincide with curative treatments.
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The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Life-affirming Care 

for the dying, often referred to as
palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 

improving the quality of life by managing 
symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.

…is end-of-life care that focuses on 
comfort and quality of life for 

terminally ill patients rather than 
curative treatments.
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The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 
 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Physician Assisted DeathLife-affirming Care 

for the dying, often referred to as
palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 

improving the quality of life by managing 
symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.
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Life-affirming Care 
for the dying, often referred to as

palliative care or hospice care, focuses 
on improving quality of life by managing 

symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. It 
affirms life as a normal process and 

neither hastens nor postpones death.

The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 
 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Physician Assisted Death

• 11 states here in the US as well 
as Washington D.C. have 
legalized PAD:
• California, Colorado, Delaware, Hawaii, 

Maine, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Vermont, Washington, and 
Washington, D.C.

Life-affirming Care 
for the dying, often referred to as

palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 
improving the quality of life by managing 

symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.
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The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 
 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Physician Assisted Death

• They are terminal ill (i.e. likely to die in 6 
months) or incurable illness 
or disability

• They are of sound mind,
• They voluntarily and repeatedly express 

their wish to die,
• They take the specified, lethal dose by their 

own hand.

Life-affirming Care 
for the dying, often referred to as

palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 
improving the quality of life by managing 

symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sound_mind
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Informed_consent
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The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 
 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Physician Assisted Death

• Slippery Slope:
• In Canada and many European 

countries, eligibility also includes 
'unbearable suffering' (i.e. the person 
does not need to be terminally ill).

• PAD accounts for 5% of all deaths in 
Canada and the Netherlands, …..

      …..that’s 1 out of every 20.

Life-affirming Care 
for the dying, often referred to as

palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 
improving the quality of life by managing 

symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.
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Life-affirming Care 
for the dying, often referred to as

palliative care or hospice care, focuses 
on improving quality of life by managing 

symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. It 
affirms life as a normal process and 

neither hastens nor postpones death.

The modern dilemma…
…that is actually not so modern:

 End of life issues are especially heartbreaking:

 
 

---------------- Alleviate Suffering ----------------
Life-affirming Care 

for the dying, often referred to as
palliative care or hospice care, focuses on 

improving the quality of life by managing 
symptoms and providing physical, 
emotional, and spiritual support. 

It affirms life as a normal process and 
neither hastens nor postpones death.

Encourage, 
enhance 

and enable life.

Physician Assisted Death
• Slippery Slope:

• In Canada and many European 
countries, eligibility also includes 
'unbearable suffering' (i.e. the person 
does not need to be terminally ill).

• PAD accounts for 5% of all deaths in 
Canada and the Netherlands, …..

      …..that’s 1 out of every 20.
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palliative care or hospice care, focuses 
on improving quality of life by managing 

symptoms and providing physical, 
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affirms life as a normal process and 

neither hastens nor postpones death.

The modern dilemma…
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neither hastens nor postpones death.

Encourage, 
enhance 
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Physician Assisted Death
• Slippery Slope:

• In Canada and many European 
countries, eligibility also includes 
'unbearable suffering' (i.e. the person 
does not need to be terminally ill).

• PAD accounts for 5% of all deaths in 
Canada and the Netherlands, …..

      …..that’s 1 out of every 20.
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• Slippery Slope:

• In Canada and many European 
countries, eligibility also includes 
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does not need to be terminally ill).
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We ought not 
to play God 

one way or the 
other.
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Three aspects of this 
profoundly awkward situation: 

1.  Getting right with others…including God.
2.  Determining the practical's that are yours 

to determine (or choose to determine).
3.  Feeling your feelings yet holding on 

courageously and tenaciously to the truth.
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I Thessalonians 4:13 – We are not without hope

13  But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, 
 about those who are asleep,
 that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
14  For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
 even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him those 

who have fallen asleep.



Psalm 139:16 – God sovereignly knows your days
13   For you formed my inward parts;

 you knitted me together in my mother's womb.
14   I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.[

 Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.
15   My frame was not hidden from you,
 when I was being made in secret,

 intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16   Your eyes saw my unformed substance;
 in your book were written, every one of them,

 the days that were formed for me,
 when as yet there was none of them.



John 14:1-3 – God is making a place for us

1  “Let not your hearts be troubled.
 Believe in God; believe also in me.
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. 
 If it were not so, would I have told you that
 I go to prepare a place for you?
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
 I will come again and will take you to myself, 

that where I am you may be also.

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+14%3a1-3
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+14%3a1-3
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+14%3a1-3


Romans 6:5 – We will be united with Jesus

For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, 
we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection 

like His.



I Corinthians 15:42-44 – We will have glorified bodies

 42  So is it with the resurrection of the dead. 
  What is sown is perishable; what is raised is  
  imperishable.
 43  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. 
  It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.
 44  It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual 
  body.



Isaiah 25:8-9 – Death will no longer be around

8 He will swallow up death forever;
 and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces,

 and the reproach of His people He will take away from all 
the earth, for the Lord has spoken.

9  It will be said on that day,
“Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, 

 that He might save us.
 This is the Lord; we have waited for Him;
 let us be glad and rejoice in His salvation.”



Philippians 3:20-21 – We will finally be home

20  But our citizenship is in heaven, 
 and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
21  who will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious 

body, by the power that enables Him even to subject all 
things to Himself.



So…therefore…what now?
Craft a question, 

or a statement, or an observation about death… 
that is something you wonder about, 

struggled with, 
scared of, 

disappointed about…
that this week you could talk about 

with someone you trust .  
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HOW QUICKLY EVERYTHING CHANGES
In late September we took a trip to WA state to visit family and a few alumni.  It seemed to us that life was 
fairly normal and we really enjoyed ourselves.  However, Mick was feeling some discomfort in his 
abdomen, so when we returned home he made a trip to the doctor.

The month of October was filled with doctor visits, scans, and bloodwork.  Yesterday it was confirmed to 
us by the oncologist that Mick has advanced pancreatic cancer.  It is inoperable and growing and 
spreading rapidly.  Chemo would only make him very ill, with little chance of doing much more than 
prolonging his life a short time and prolonging the suffering as well.

After consideration and prayer, Mick has peace that he will not seek treatment, but rather will enter 
hospice care for the remainder of his life.  We are planning to keep him at home for as long as we can, 
and hospice will attempt to keep this final journey as comfortable as possible for him.

At this time he isn't in a lot of pain - mostly discomfort.  He only needs pain meds at night, and is only 
able to sit or sleep in an upright position in his chair. His mind is still good and he enjoys interacting with 
others for brief intervals. But he's becoming weaker and more uncomfortable all the time.
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Needless to say, our lives are reeling because everything has changed so fast.  At 
times it seems we've entered an alternate reality and this can't possibly be 
happening.  But then we are left with the truth that Mick's time with us is coming to 
a close.  My heart is breaking, and our children and grandchildren are struggling to 
accept it, too.  There's no way we can imagine our life without Mick.

Our family is drawing great comfort from the knowledge that God is with us, and great hope from the 
promise that our life is eternal.  Mick is at peace and constantly thanking God for the gift of such a long 
and blessed life.  He is also grateful beyond measure for the joy of sharing sweet fellowship with our 
seminary family.  You are loved.

Sorry that this newsletter is late, as I wanted to wait until we knew what he has and what our next steps 
will be.  I will try to keep you posted in the days to come.  In the meantime, your prayers are much 
appreciated.                                         
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 This morning God called Mick to Himself,
 and he is now face to face with Jesus, his Lord and Savior.

 So many of you have written since I first shared
 the news of Mick's cancer. I want you to know that
 he read each note and expression of love
 until he couldn't any longer.
 Then I read them to him.
 You have given him (and me) a gift beyond expression.
 Thank you so very much!

 I will update you and share more details in the future
 but I wanted you to hear of his homegoing from me.

 With a broken, yet thankful heart that he didn't suffer long,
 Rolane
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                     Friday, January 16th, 7pm-9pm
   Susan Brandt
 

3. Are you prepared to feel your feelings?                               
       Are you prepared to courageously and tenaciously place 
 your faith in the promises of God not only about your 
 today but also about your eternal tomorrow? 



In the face of death, God provides hope.

Our days have sovereignly been numbered by God.

 He has prepared a place for His people.
There is a unification site to be with Christ.

We will have a new and glorified body.
There will be no death, decay or tears in His presence.

We will finally be home.
       



Jesus’ 
“death and dying” 

is what gives us 
“life and living”.
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