


Light makes the most sense 
when it is in contrast to darkness.
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The darker it gets, 
the more distinctive 
the light becomes.
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Darkness and Light 

In the Scriptures, light is associated with:
• Christ  (John 8:12)
• The Word of God  (Psalm 119:105, 130)
• God’s People  (Matthew 5:14-16; Ephesians 5:8)
• God’s Blessing  (Proverbs 4:18)
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Darkness and Light 

In the Scriptures, darkness is associated with:
• Satan  (Luke 23:53; Ephesians 6:12)
• Sin  (Matthew 6:22-23; John 3:19-21)
• Death  (Job 3:4-6, 9)
• Spiritual Ignorance  (John 1:5)
• Divine Judgment  (Matthew 8:12)
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Darkness and light are one of the 
core themes in the Bible, 

and the apostle John engaged 
this theme in a profound way.

Darkness and Light 



1 In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God.
2  He was in the beginning with God.
3  All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
5 The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:1-5



1 In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God.
2  He was in the beginning with God.
3  All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
5 The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:1-5
Greek: logos

1. something said 
 (including the thought)
2. by implication a topic 

(subject of discourse), 
also reasoning (the 
mental faculty) or motive

3. (by extension) a computation
4. (specially, with the article in 

John) 
 the Divine Expression 

 (i.e. Christ)
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1 In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 
 and the Word was God.
2  He was in the beginning with God.
3  All things were made through Him, 
 and without Him was not any thing made that was made.
4  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
5 The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness has not overcome it. 

John 1:1-5
Greek: zoe

Life- physical and spiritual. All life, throughout the universe, 
is derived… it comes from a source– therefore, it always and only 

comes from and is sustained by God's self-existent life.

 The Lord intimately shares His gift of life with people, 
creating each in His image which gives us the capacity 

to know His eternal life.



1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
2  The earth was without form and void, 
 and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
    And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
3  And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
4  And God saw that the light was good. 
    And God separated the light from the darkness.
5  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Genesis 1:1-5
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19 And this is the judgement: 
 the light has come into the world, 
 and people loved the darkness 
 rather than the light 
 because their works were evil.

John 3:19
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Plato
“We can easily forgive a child 

who is afraid of the dark.
The real tragedy of life is when 

men are afraid of the light.”

…428-347 BC   Athens, GreeceAttributed to…



Isaiah 5:20-23
20  Woe to those who call evil good and good evil,
     who put darkness for light and light for darkness,
     who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!
21  Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes,

  and shrewd in their own sight!
22  Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine,

  and valiant men in mixing strong drink,
23   who acquit the guilty for a bribe,

  and deprive the innocent of his right!
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Romans 1:18-23
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
 who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, 
 because God has shown it to them.
20 For His invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine 

nature, have been clearly perceived, 
 ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 

made. So they are without excuse. 

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or 
 give thanks to Him, but they became futile in their thinking, 
 and their foolish hearts were darkened.
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12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
 

 “I am the light of the world. 
 Whoever follows me 
 will not walk in darkness, 
 but will have the light of life.”

John 8:12
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I John 1:5-10
5 This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you,
 that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.
6 If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, 
 we lie and do not practice the truth.
7 But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
 and the truth is not in us.
9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
10 If we say we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, 
 and His word is not in us.
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Revelation 21:23-24
22 And I saw no temple in the city,
 for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, 
 for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.
24 By its light will the nations walk, 
 and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,
25  and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night 

there.
26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations.
27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 

detestable or false, but only those who are written in the 
Lamb's book of life.
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Revelation 22:1-5
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
 bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb
2  through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of 

the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its 
fruit each month. 

 The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of 

the Lamb will be in it, and His servants will worship Him.
4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.
5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the 

Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
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 “I am the light of the world. 
 Whoever follows me 
 will not walk in darkness, 
 but will have the light of life.”

John 8:12

but will have the light of life.
…be in possession of…
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So….therefore….what now?
Celebrate the light ...

… but be prepared to wrestle with the darkness.
Ephesians 6:10-13

10  Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.
11  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the schemes of the devil.
12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

13  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.



So….therefore….what now?

Where are you going to walk? 
In the darkness 

or 
in the light?



So….therefore….what now?

Ephesians 5:7-9
Therefore, do not become partners with them 

(the sons of disobedience v.6) ; 
for at one time you were darkness 
but now you are light in the Lord.  

Walk as children of light, 
for the fruit of light is found in all that is 

good and right and true.
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