
Worship



Worship
The profound celebration of God in His supreme worth 

in such a manner that His worthiness 
becomes the norm and inspiration of human living.

-Ralph Martin



Worship
When we set 

our mind’s attention and our heart’s affection 
on the Lord 

for who He is and what He has done.



Worship

Communion with God and with His people.





The Supremacy of Christ & the Necessity of Maturity



Today’s cultural landscape, 

both secular and sacred, 

looks surprisingly similar to first century Colossae.

There is a syncretistic dynamic in a new 

“alternative orthodoxy” dividing the church,                                

which contains tentacles of a new age philosophy that 

degrades the need and necessity for a personal redeemer.

These movements claim that the “old orthodoxies” are 

outdated and even obsolete, but I suggest that they are simply 

leading people to the misguided bondage of a worthless 

“religion.”
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Syncretistic Dangers in the Church

Religious Traditionalism
Subjective Experientialism

Artificial Supernaturalism
Intellectual Elitism

Theological Heresies
Demonic Influences 

The Gospel 
(orthodox biblical truth) 

was / is being 
corrupted by a 

variety of 
elements, 

including …  



Colossians 1

Greetings
1  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 
        and Timothy our brother,
2   to the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father.



Colossians 1

Thankfulness
3  We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
4  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 
 and of the love that you have for all the saints,
5  because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. 
   Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel,
6  which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—
 as it also does among you, 
 since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth,
7  just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant.
  He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf
8   and has made known to us your love in the Spirit.



Colossians 1

Prayer
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 
  asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will 
  in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
 



Colossians 1

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 

1

10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

2

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

3

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

3

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

3

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

3

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

3

9  …being filled with the knowledge of the will of God… 
10  so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to Him:
  bearing fruit in every good work 
   and increasing in the knowledge of God;
11   being strengthened with all power, 
   according to his glorious might, 
   for all endurance and patience with joy;
12   giving thanks to the Father, 
   who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
13    He has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
   and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son,
14     in whom we have redemption, 
     the forgiveness of sins.



Colossians 1

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16   For by Him all things were created,                                                                                      

 in heaven and on earth,                                                                                     
 visible and invisible,                                                                                                 
  whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities–                                                                      
 all things were created through Him and for Him.

17   And He is before all things,                                                                                                 
and in Him all things hold together.

18  And He is the head of the body, the church.                                                                  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He            
might be preeminent.

19   For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20   and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things,                                           

 whether on earth or in heaven,                                                                       
 making peace by the blood of His cross. 
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Firstborn (prototokos): two primary options
Option 1…

Literally the ‘firstborn’ of the ‘first born’; the first and greatest;
the first one in time by effect of the original (a second stage)…

…like a son or daughter who is the result of the father and the mother.

Option 2…
Figuratively (metaphorically) an expression of priority, superiority, 

sovereignty, and authority….a claim to equality of identity. 
In this case a superiority over creation and death while being equal to 

the ‘father’ in all aspects like a firstborn would be in Middle-eastern 
culture.
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of the original (a second stage).
Like a son or daughter who is the result of the father and the mother.



Colossians 1

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16   For by Him all things were created,                                                                                      

 in heaven and on earth,                                                                                     
 visible and invisible,                                                                                                 
  whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities–                                                                      
 all things were created through Him and for Him.

17   And He is before all things,                                                                                                 
and in Him all things hold together.

18  And He is the head of the body, the church.                                                                  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He 
might be preeminent.

19   For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20   and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things,                                           

 whether on earth or in heaven,                                                                       
 making peace by the blood of His cross. 

Firstborn (prototokos): two primary options.   Option 1- heretical
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of the original (a second stage).
Like a son or daughter who is the result of the father and the mother.

Arian Controversary

Arius (250-336 AD, a Christian priest in Alexandria Egypt) explained that:
• God the Father is the only eternal, unoriginated God, existing independently.
• Jesus was brought into existence by the Father through an act of will, making him 

God’s first and only direct creation.
• Though ‘divine and superior’ to the rest of creation, the Son is not equal to the 

Father in substance or attributes; he is a lesser created being, though 
privileged like a first ‘offspring’.

• The Son acted as God’s instrument or medium through whom all other things 
were created.
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Counsel of Nicaea
In 325 AD, 318 bishops from all over the Roman Empire 

gathered to discuss and debate:
1. Christology…the nature of Christ (trinity)
2. The date of Easter
3. The Militian schism 
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Firstborn (prototokos): two primary options.   Option 1- heretical
Literally the ‘firstborn’ of the ‘first born’; the first and greatest; the first one in time by effect 

of the original (a second stage).
Like a son or daughter who is the result of the father and the mother.

Mormon Theology
• Jesus was the first ‘spirit offspring’ of Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother, not 

through a physical union in a human sense, but as a divine, natural process.
• As the firstborn spirit, Jesus is considered the elder brother of all other spirit 

children, including humans and angels.
• At the appointed time Jesus came to earth by a sexual union of God the Father (or 

the Holy Spirit) and Mary to give Jesus a physical body,…Son of God in the 
flesh.

• Jesus organized the earth from existing elements, making it a place for His spirit 
siblings to gain experience.
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Mormons believe that: 
Jesus progressed to godhead, as have other spirit 

children, but He is unique as the first to achieve this, 
paving the way for others, including humans,               

to progress to godhead; the highest level of the 
celestial kingdom, achieving “exultation.”



Colossians 1

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16   For by Him all things were created,                                                                                      

 in heaven and on earth,                                                                                     
 visible and invisible,                                                                                                 
  whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities–                                                                      
 all things were created through Him and for Him.

17   And He is before all things,                                                                                                 
and in Him all things hold together.

18  And He is the head of the body, the church.                                                                  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He 
might be preeminent.

19   For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20   and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things,                                           

 whether on earth or in heaven,                                                                       
 making peace by the blood of His cross. 

Firstborn (prototokos): two primary options.    Option 2- orthodox
Figuratively (metaphorically) an expression of priority, superiority, sovereignty, preeminence and 

authority; a claim to equality of identity. 
In this case, it’s a superiority over creation and death while 

being equal to the father in all aspects like a firstborn would be in a Middle-eastern culture.



Colossians 1

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
16   For by Him all things were created,                                                                                      

 in heaven and on earth,                                                                                     
 visible and invisible,                                                                                                 
  whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities–                                                                      
 all things were created through Him and for Him.

17   And He is before all things,                                                                                                 
and in Him all things hold together.

18  And He is the head of the body, the church.                                                                  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He 
might be preeminent.

19   For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20   and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things,                                           

 whether on earth or in heaven,                                                                       
 making peace by the blood of His cross. 

Firstborn (prototokos): two primary options.    Option 2- orthodox
Figuratively (metaphorically) an expression of priority, superiority, sovereignty, preeminence and 

authority; a claim to equality of identity. 
In this case, it’s a superiority over creation and death while 

being equal to the father in all aspects like a firstborn would be in a Middle-eastern culture.

The Original Nicaean Creed 325 AD 

We believe in one God, the Father almighty,

maker of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God,

begotten from the Father, only-begotten,

that is, from the substance of the Father,

God from God, light from light,

true God from true God, begotten not made,
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of one substance with the Father,

through Whom all things came into being,

things in heaven and things on earth,

Who because of us men and because of our salvation came down,

and became incarnate and became man, and suffered,

and rose again on the third day, and ascended to the heavens,

and will come to judge the living and dead,

And in the Holy Spirit.
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But as for those who say, There was a time when He was not,

and, Before being born He was not,

and that He came into existence out of nothing,

or who assert that the Son of God is of a different hypostasis 

or substance,

or created, or is subject to alteration or change

– these the catholic and apostolic Church anathematizes.
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One of the central principles of Biblical interpretation is 
to evaluate any passage in its context; 

the immediate context first, 
and then in concentric circles progressing outward.  

That would mean the immediate sentence, then the  
paragraph, then the chapter, then the book or letter, 

then the Testament (Old or New), 
and then the entirety of Scripture. 
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Propitiation
…the act of regaining relationship 

by satisfying the wrath of God…
a substitutionary love of Christ 

who prefers us over Himself.
Payment for the guilt.

Expiation
…the act of ‘exiting’ the guilt by excusing 

the wrong committed…
To extinguish the guilt.
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Summary and Thread of the Message

Jesus is the 
creator, 

sustainer, 
and redeemer

of
everything

and 
everyone.



So……Therefore……What Now
Praise….

…the creator and sustainer of the universe 
gave Himself up in order to be the  

redeemer of a broken, sinful, and wounded 
world that includes each of us.

Think about it and respond with praise.
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Think about it and respond with WORSHIP.



Worship
The profound celebration of God in His supreme worth 

in such a manner that His worthiness 
becomes the norm and inspiration of human living.

-Ralph Martin



Worship
When we set 

our mind’s attention and our heart’s affection 
on the Lord 

for who He is and what He has done.



Worship

Communion with God and with His people.
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th
e

th
eth

e
Jesus is worthy of our 
worship!



So……Therefore……What Now
Praise….

…the creator and sustainer of the universe 
gave Himself up in order to be the  

redeemer of a broken, sinful, and wounded 
world that includes each of us.

Think about it and respond with praise.

th
e

Creator
th
eth

e
Jesus is worthy of our 
worship!



So……Therefore……What Now
Praise….

…the creator and sustainer of the universe 
gave Himself up in order to be the  

redeemer of a broken, sinful, and wounded 
world that includes each of us.

Think about it and respond with praise.

th
e

Creator               Sustainer
th
eth

e
Jesus is worthy of our 
worship!



So……Therefore……What Now
Praise….

…the creator and sustainer of the universe 
gave Himself up in order to be the  

redeemer of a broken, sinful, and wounded 
world that includes each of us.

Think about it and respond with praise.

th
e

Creator               Sustainer
th
eth

e
Redeemer

Jesus is worthy of our 
worship!



So……Therefore……What Now
Praise….

…the creator and sustainer of the universe 
gave Himself up in order to be the  

redeemer of a broken, sinful, and wounded 
world that includes each of us.

Think about it and respond with praise.

th
e

Creator               Sustainer
th
eth

e
Redeemer

Jesus is worthy of our 
worship!



So……Therefore……What Now
Praise….

…the creator and sustainer of the universe 
gave Himself up in order to be the  

redeemer of a broken, sinful, and wounded 
world that includes each of us.

Think about it and respond with praise.

Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ.  
It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.  

And the life I now live in the flesh 
I live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave Himself for me.
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