


What is the 
significance of 

“Palm Sunday?”



And when he entered Jerusalem, 
the whole city was stirred up, saying, 

“Who is this?”



“Who is Jesus?”



“Who is Jesus?”
“Regardless of what anyone may personally think or believe about him, 

Jesus of Nazareth has been the dominant figure in the history of the 
Western culture for almost twenty centuries. If it were possible, with 

some sort of super magnet, to pull up out of that history every scrap of 
metal bearing at least a trace of his name, how much would be left? It is 

from his birth that most of the human race dates its calendars, it is by his 
name that millions curse and in his name that millions pray.”

         - Jaroslav Pelikan 



What is the 
significance of 

“Palm Sunday?”



Jesus identifies himself as 
the promised King



How does Jesus claim to 
be the promised King?



Matthew 21

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and 
he will send them at once.”



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
      humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 



Matthew 21

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 

They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their 
cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread 
their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that 
went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 



Matthew 21

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.”  
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1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie 
them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you 
shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”
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1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 
the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, 
“Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs 
them,’ and he will send them at once.”



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
      humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
 righteous and having salvation is he,   
humble and mounted on a donkey,
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, your king is coming to you;
 righteous and having salvation is he,   
humble and mounted on a donkey,
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

The true king will come in humility



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
 and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
 and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,    
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13

10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
 and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
 and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,    
 and from the River to the ends of the earth.

The true king establishes peace and worldwide rule



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 
saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13.

11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
 I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
 today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

Grounded in the blood of God’s covenant promises



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13 
The true king will come…



Matthew 21

4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
 humble, and mounted on a donkey,
      on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’ ” 

Zecheriah 9:9–13 
The true king will come…

In humility on a donkey…

To establishes peace and worldwide rule…

Grounded in the blood of God’s covenant promises…



Matthew 21

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and 
he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 
were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
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followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 



Matthew 21

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and 
he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 
were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 



Matthew 21

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, 
saying, “Who is this?” 

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of 
Galilee.”  



Matthew 21

10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, 
saying, “Who is this?” 

11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of 
Galilee.”  



Jesus identifies himself as 
the promised King



So…Therefore…What now?



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

Jesus defines kingship on his terms

Jesus’ kingdom is defined by sacrificial love

Will we faithfully walk on this road of 
sacrificial love?

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him: ‘I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His 
claim to be God.’ That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man 

and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 
either be a lunatic —on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg-or else he 

would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you 

can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord 
and God. But let us not come with any patronising nonsense about His being a great 

human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.”

         - C. S. Lewis



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

Is Jesus a liar and hypocrite 
deliberately  deceiving 

people? A raving madman, 
or dark spiritual power?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?
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deliberately  deceiving 
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or dark spiritual power?

Are Jesus’ claims true?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?
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So…Therefore…What now?

Is Jesus a liar and hypocrite 
deliberately  deceiving 

people? A raving madman, 
or dark spiritual power?

Are Jesus’ claims true?

How do you respond?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

Are Jesus’ claims true?

How do you respond?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?

Are Jesus’ claims true?

How do you respond?

Will you follow Jesus on the path of sacrificial love?



Jesus is on a difficult path to a 
beautiful destination



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?
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What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



So…Therefore…What now?

What do you think about Jesus’ claims?



Jesus is on a difficult path to a 
beautiful destination
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