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the transformative power of the gospel

A personal appeal for
 

the transformative power of the gospel 
in our relationships.



Radical forgiveness and reconciliation.

Equality and Christian brotherhood.
Love over coercion.

Partnership and fellowship.

Transformation of purpose.
Vision of a ‘new humanity’.

Big Ideas…



1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our beloved fellow worker

2   and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, 
  and the church in your house:
3  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philemon 1-3



To work out the gospel-driven relational 
changes on the outside, we must develop a 

gospel-formed heart on the inside. 



What are marks of a 
gospel-formed heart?



4  I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers,
5  because I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward 
   the Lord Jesus and for all the saints,
6   and I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for 
   the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us 
   for the sake of Christ.
7  For I have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, 
  because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you.
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Develop a heart of thankfulness 
and remembrance
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Paul prays for the fellowship 
and participation of faith to 

become effective

Faith is never a private, isolated 
part of life. Your faith binds you 
in partnership to every believer, 
with privilege and responsibility.

“Sharing” – koinōnia
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“Paul seeks the specifically Christian virtue of loving 
forgiveness, which will demand humility from both parties—

Onesimus to seek forgiveness, Philemon to grant it. Onesimus 
must abandon fear: Philemon, pride. And the thing which will 
induce both parties to do this is a theological fact, namely the 
fellowship (koinōnia) which belongs to the people of Christ.” 

       - N. T. Wright
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Colossians 1

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
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Philippians 1

9 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is 
excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 

filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
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Ephesians 1

15 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your 
hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
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Philemon 20
20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. 
Refresh my heart in Christ.
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So….therefore….what now?

Cultivate a gospel-formed heart

Live out gospel-shaped relationships

Be a refresher, not a drainer
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