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the transformative power of the gospel

A personal appeal for
 

the transformative power of the gospel 
in our relationships



Radical forgiveness and reconciliation

Equality and Christian brotherhood
Love over coercion

Partnership and fellowship

Transformation of purpose
Vision of a ‘new humanity’

the transformative power of the gospel



compels us to forgive, to lean on others 
for help, and to absorb the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts. 

Today’s Big Idea

the transformative power of the gospel





21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I say.

22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am 
hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to 
you.

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings 
to you,

24 and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow 
workers.

25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Philemon 21-25
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as a beloved brother.”
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17 “… receive him as you would receive me.”



21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
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Galatians 3

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.



21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I say.

22 At the same time, prepare a guest room for me, for I am 
hoping that through your prayers I will be graciously given to 
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23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings 
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Colossians 3

11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is 
all, and in all.



21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?”

22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-
seven times.” 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to settle accounts with his servants.

24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 
thousand talents.

25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with 
his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.

Matthew 18:21-35



26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with 

me, and I will pay you everything.’

27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 

forgave him the debt. 

28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow 
servants who owed him a hundred denarii (so, a little over three 
months of wages), and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 
‘Pay what you owe.’

29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’

30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the 
debt.

Matthew 18:21-35



31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were 
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all 
that had taken place.

32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant!  I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 

33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’

34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should 
pay all his debt.

35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother from your heart.”

Matthew 18:21-35
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• is not forgetting
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1. Admit the wrong
2. Apologize
3. Suffer the Anguish
4. Ask Forgiveness
5. Renew or Release the Relationship

Forgiving

How to Seek Forgiveness …
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Conclusion

the transformative power of the gospel



• compels us to forgive,
• to lean on spiritual friends,
• to absorb the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ into our hearts to love well. 

Conclusion

the transformative power of the gospel
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