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My responsibility,
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my goal...

...Is to teach you the Bible!




Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.
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' Topical Approach



Look at a particular subject or topic,
either from one passage or scattered passages
throughout the Bible.....either the
New Testament, the Old Testament, or both.
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Look at a particular subject or to
either from one passage or scattered
throughout the Bible.....either t
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New Testament, the Old Testament, or both.

* Relationships (Would You Care To Dance)
* Cost of Discipleship (Mark My Words)

' Topical Approach .



Expositional Approach




Look at a particular passage,
usually an extended passage, to capture the
line of thinking as it unfolds along with the
variety of issues touched on along the way.

Expositional Approach



* An entire book or letter from the Scriptures
* A unique sub-section from a book or letter
(Sermon on the Mount- Matthew 5-7)

Expositional Approach







An Investigation of 1 John



We haven’t done a purely
‘expositional’ study in a while...
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An Investigation of 1 John




We haven’t done a purely
‘expositional’ study in a while...

Q’s
Where do we go from Easter and why?

What will we all face in our day to day?
How can the Bible help us live well?

An Investigation of 1 John




An Investigation of 1 John



Who wrote it...to whom...and why?
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Who wrote it....o whom...and why?

It doesn’t say...
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RWho wrote it...to whom...and why?




_' Who wrote it...to whom...and why?

It does say!







Early and widely attributed to John,
(one of the twelve disciples,
one of the sons of Zebedee along with James)...

Author



Early and widely attributed to John,
(one of the twelve disciples,
one of the sons of Zebedee along with James)...

Tertullian (North Africa),
Clement of Alexandria (Egypt),
Irenaeus (Asia Minor, Turkey)...
second generation Christians (early 2"9 Century)

Author
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Profound similarities to the Gospel of John

Author



Recipients



* |tis not addressed to an individual or a specific church

Recipients



 Probably intended for a group of churches,
which eventually made it’s way to the churches
throughout the Mediterranean

Recipients



 John eventually became a primary influencer among
the churches of Asia Minor (Turkey) based in Ephesus

Recipients



 Revelation specifically mentions a group of churches
in the mid-section of Asia Minor that likely are the
target of his writings concerning a few current issues

Recipients
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Purpose



* Issues that are undermining the ‘fellowship’ and the ‘joy’
of the believers in the churches of central Asia Minor:

False Teachers / Teaching (Christology)

Purpose



e Early Gnostics: strict dualism where the physical and the
spiritual are sharply distinguished

Purpose



* Docetism: believed that Jesus humanity was not real,
that He only appeared to have a human body

Purpose



* Heresy of Cerinthus: believed that Jesus was only a
man and that the divine Christ descended on Him at
His baptism and departed Him before the crucifixtion

Purpose




Unique feel of | John




Unique feel of | John

Paul's writings.féel more like the gospel
through'the eyes ot a lawyer or an
engineer...a linear thinker.




Unique feel of | John

Paul’s writings feel more like the gospel

through'the eyes of a lawyer or an
engineer...a linear thinker.

John’s writings have the feel of the gospel
through the eyes of a poet, an artist, a
song writer...non-sequential thinker.



Water Lilies

Water Lilies

Claude Monet

Caren Hackman
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Three L’s




Unique words of | John

Three L’s
LiJe
Love
Lignt
rF T
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1 That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our
hands,
concerning the word of life—

2 the life was made manifest,

and we have seen it,

and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life,

which was with the Father and was made manifest |

EE—
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1 That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touched with our
hands,
concerning the word of life—
2 the life was made manifest,
and we have seen it,
and testify to it and proclaie eternal life,
which was with the Father and was made manifest |
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1

U

In the beginning wasithe Word, and the \Word was
with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things were made through Him, and without
HinmPwas not anything made that was made.

EOr In Him was lite, and the lite was the light of

men.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.




John 1:9-13 iz/
9 The true light, whichéi}egl t to everyone, was

coming into the wotld.

10 He was in the world, and the world was made
through Hii(,;/et the world did not know Him.

11 He Za;y!to His own, and His own people did not
receive Him.

12,8 to all who did receive Him, who believed in His ’

name, He gave the right to become children of
God,

13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will o
flesh nor of tmm.of man, but of Go




14 And the \WOrd became tlesh and dweit
amongus, and we have seen His
glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father, full of grace and truth.




3 that which we have seen and heard
we proclaim also to you,
so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and

with His Son Jesus Christ.
4 And we are writing these things
so that our joy may be complete.




| John 1:1-4
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3 that which we have seen and heard
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“so that you too may have fellowship with us;

and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ.

4 Andwe are writing these things
so that our joy may be complete.
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3 that which we have seen and heard
we proclaim also to you,
so that you too may have fellowship with us;
and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and

nith His Son Jesus Christ.
are writing these things
joy may bw




- So...therefore...what now?
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T
- So...therefore...what now?

‘You’- Are you interested in having ‘fellowship’
with one another as well as with God
through His Son Jesus Christ?
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with one another as well as with God
through His Son Jesus Christ?

lWel_




%)
- So...therefore...what now?

‘You’- Are you interested in having ‘fellowship’
with one another as well as with God
through His Son Jesus Christ?

‘We’- Are our heart’s in a place where it brings
us joy to see others experience ‘fellowship’
with one another as well as with God
through His Son?







