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We are at an important
intersection of our journey
together:




We are at an important
intersection of our journey
together:

* Development of leaders




We are at an important
intersection of our journey
together:

 Affirmation of doctrine




We are at an important
intersection of our journey
together:

 Reminder of purpose




We are at an important
intersection of our journey
together:

* Ildentifying ‘partners’




We are at an important
intersection of our journey
together:

 Welcoming of everyone
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Key Objective for 2014-2015

Challenge the Status Quo

What is the condition of the church in our
culture?

Are we relevant to those in our community?
Are we relevant to God and what He is all about?
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Key Objective for 2014-2015

Challenge the Status Quo

What is the condition of the church in our
culture?
Are we relevant to those in our community?  ~
Are we relevant to God and what He is all about?
Are we willing to surrender our comfort zones in
order to be used by God to impact our nght

community? Start
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"

Paul instructs Titus to
‘help put the church in order’




"

A church needs effective
godly leadership who...




Manage their private life
well...



demonstrate maturity in
their character...



are tenacious with God’s
Word for the good of all.



...that sort of leadership
does not exist in many
churches.
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...because the church is facing
unprecedented pressure,
and even persecution,
for not being conformed to
the world...



...but being conformed to the
world, rather than transformed into
the image of Christ by His truth,
actually abandons people to an
inevitable and painful bondage.



A church needs to
protect and project
sound doctrine...




A church needs to
protect and project
sound doctrine...

2:1 But as for you, teach what accords

with sound doctrine.



...it starts with men and women
who live lives of distinction...
...and we can’t do that

unless we do it together in a
dynamic integration of generations.



“A credible message
needs a credible messenger...”
...because charisma
without character
is a catastrophe!”
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Sound doctrine is grounded
in the life changing reality
of the work of Christ
in us and among us...

His grace lived out in us!!!



A people and a place where
the skeptic,
the inquirer,
and the already convinced
can (together) find room and reason to

and to be transformed.
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‘What makes the
difference’
in transformation?



@

The ‘difference’...






Remind them
to be submissive to rulers and authorities,



mlnd t

to be obedient,



mlnd t

to be ready for every good work,



2 to speak evil of no one,



to avoid quarreling,



to be gentle,



and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.



and to show perfect courtesy towart
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or we ourselves were once



For we ourselves were once




F

or we ourselves were once

disobedient,



F

or we ourselves were once

led astray,



For we ourselves were once
gy :

slaves to various passions and pleasures,



For we ourselves were once
gy :

passing our days in malice and envy,



For we ourselves were once
gy :

hated by others and hating one another.



Titus 3:4-8

The ‘difference’
maker...






@hen the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Savior appeared,
5 He saved us,



Titus 3:4-8

But)

5 He saved us,
not because of works done by us in righteousness,
but according to His own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the
Holy Spirit,



<>

Holy Spirit,
6 whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior,...






eing justified by His grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.



Titus 3:4-8

eing justified by His grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.

8 The saying is trustworthy, and | want you to insist
on these things,



Titus 3:4-8

eing justified by His grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.

8 The saying is trustworthy, and | want you to insist
on these things£
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Titus 3:4-8

@emg justified by His grace we might

become heirs according to the hope of eternal
life.

8 The saying is trustworthy, and | want you to insist
on these things@hose who have believed
in God may be careful to devote themselves to

good work.




ad

These things are excellent and
profitable for people.



Titus 3:9-11

The ‘difference’
destroyer...






foolish controversies,



genealogies,



dissensions,



and quarrels about the law,



for they are unprofitable and worthless.



) As for a person who stirs up division,



) As for a person who stirs up division,
> him once and then twice,

have nothing more to do with him,



) As for a person who stirs up division,
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11 knowing that such a person is warped and
sinful; he is self-condemned.



Important ‘Quest’ions for us

to ask and to answetr...

What is the condition of the church in our
culture?

Are we relevant to those in our community?

Are we relevant to God and what He is all about?

Are we willing to surrender our comfort zones in
order to be used by God to impact nght

our community? Start
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‘Quest’ions?




Aroing to be
‘difference makers’

or
‘difference destroyers’?




Tocay gl

...treat people with the inherent value
that God gave them?



...devote ourselves to good works
that reflect the grace that God has
poured out on us and wants to use

us to pour it out on others?



...commit ourselves to avoid
the petty arguments and attitudes
that so easily destroy what God wants
to do in and through His people?



Tocay gl

...be a church in
and
for the community?



Tocay gl

...be a church that
seeks God, loves people, engages life,
and helps people find hope?



e Lord can empower us to
nd with integrity in saying...




e Lord can empower us to
nd with integrity in saying...




e Lord can empower us to
nd with integrity in saying...

...be a church that
says yes to His call to be

‘difference makers’!
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