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  power	
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II	
  Corinthians	
  1:1-­‐11	
  	
  
1  Paul,	
  an	
  apostle	
  of	
  Christ	
  Jesus	
  by	
  the	
  will	
  of	
  God,	
  and	
  Timothy	
  our	
  brother,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

To	
  the	
  church	
  of	
  God	
  that	
  is	
  in	
  Corinth,	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  saints	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  whole	
  of	
  Achaia:	
  
2  Grace	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  peace	
  from	
  God	
  our	
  Father	
  and	
  the	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  
4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  with	
  

the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  
	
  

5  For	
  as	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  Christ’s	
  suffering,	
  so	
  through	
  Christ	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  comfort	
  too.	
  
6  If	
  we	
  are	
  afflicted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  comfort	
  and	
  salvaIon;	
  and	
  if	
  we	
  are	
  comforted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  comfort,	
  which	
  

you	
  experience	
  when	
  you	
  paIently	
  endure	
  the	
  same	
  sufferings	
  that	
  we	
  suffer.	
  
7  Our	
  hope	
  for	
  you	
  is	
  unshaken,	
  for	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  as	
  you	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  suffering,	
  you	
  will	
  also	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  

comfort.	
  
	
  

8  For	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  unaware,	
  brothers,	
  of	
  the	
  afflicIon	
  we	
  experienced	
  in	
  Asia.	
  	
  For	
  we	
  were	
  so	
  
uVerly	
  burdened	
  beyond	
  our	
  strength	
  that	
  we	
  despaired	
  of	
  life	
  itself.	
  	
  	
  

9  Indeed,	
  we	
  felt	
  that	
  we	
  had	
  received	
  the	
  sentence	
  of	
  death.	
  	
  But	
  that	
  was	
  to	
  make	
  us	
  rely	
  not	
  on	
  ourselves	
  
but	
  on	
  God	
  who	
  raises	
  the	
  dead.	
  

10  He	
  delivered	
  us	
  from	
  such	
  a	
  deadly	
  peril,	
  and	
  He	
  will	
  deliver	
  us.	
  	
  On	
  Him	
  we	
  have	
  set	
  our	
  hope	
  that	
  He	
  will	
  
deliver	
  us	
  again.	
  

11  You	
  also	
  must	
  help	
  us	
  by	
  prayer,	
  so	
  that	
  many	
  will	
  give	
  thanks	
  on	
  our	
  behalf	
  for	
  the	
  blessing	
  granted	
  us	
  
through	
  the	
  prayers	
  of	
  many.	
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1  Paul,	
  an	
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To	
  the	
  church	
  of	
  God	
  that	
  is	
  in	
  Corinth,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
and	
  all	
  the	
  saints	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  whole	
  of	
  Achaia:	
  

	
  

2  Grace	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  peace	
  from	
  God	
  our	
  Father	
  and	
  the	
  
Lord	
  Jesus	
  Christ.	
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  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
Character	
  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  



II	
  Corinthians	
  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
Character	
  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  

 
Essential Connection 

Is that the kindof God that      you have 
experienced? 
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  of	
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3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  

Q: 
Is that the kind of God that      

you have experienced? 
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Character	
  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  

Q: 
How does your experience square 
with those characteristics of God? 

  



	
  
	
  

	
  
SIll	
  Face	
  Paradigm	
  	
  

	
  

“Essen$al	
  Connec$ons”	
  
	
  
	
  

Dr.	
  Edward	
  Tronick	
  
Harvard	
  University	
  	
  

Boston	
  Children’s	
  Hospital	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  
“Children	
  are	
  wired	
  to	
  learn	
  through	
  

their	
  important	
  caregivers	
  ”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Dr.	
  Edward	
  Tronick	
  
Harvard	
  University	
  	
  

Boston	
  Children’s	
  Hospital	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  
“The	
  process	
  of	
  disconnect	
  and	
  
reconnect	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  normal	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

but	
  it	
  is	
  posi$ve”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Dr.	
  Edward	
  Tronick	
  
Harvard	
  University	
  	
  

Boston	
  Children’s	
  Hospital	
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3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
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Character	
  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  

His face is not              
“still” towards us 

  



II	
  Corinthians	
  1:3-­‐11	
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  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
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Character	
  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
  



II	
  Corinthians	
  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
Character	
  of	
  God	
  
	
  

3  Blessed	
  be	
  the	
  God	
  and	
  Father	
  of	
  our	
  Lord	
  Jesus	
  
Christ,	
  the	
  Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort,	
  

	
  

4  who	
  comforts	
  us	
  in	
  all	
  our	
  afflicIons,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  may	
  
be	
  able	
  to	
  comfort	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  in	
  any	
  afflicIon,	
  
with	
  the	
  comfort	
  with	
  which	
  we	
  ourselves	
  are	
  
comforted	
  by	
  God.	
   Don’t	
  waste	
  your	
  pain.	
  



II	
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  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
5  For	
  as	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  Christ’s	
  suffering,	
  so	
  

through	
  Christ	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  comfort	
  too.	
  
	
  

6  If	
  we	
  are	
  afflicted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  comfort	
  and	
  
salvaIon;	
  and	
  if	
  we	
  are	
  comforted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  
comfort,	
  which	
  you	
  experience	
  when	
  you	
  paIently	
  
endure	
  the	
  same	
  sufferings	
  that	
  we	
  suffer.	
  

	
  

7  Our	
  hope	
  for	
  you	
  is	
  unshaken,	
  for	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  as	
  
you	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  suffering,	
  you	
  will	
  also	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  
comfort.	
  



II	
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  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
5  For	
  as	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  Christ’s	
  suffering,	
  so	
  

through	
  Christ	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  comfort	
  too.	
  
	
  

6  If	
  we	
  are	
  afflicted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  comfort	
  and	
  
salvaIon;	
  and	
  if	
  we	
  are	
  comforted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  
comfort,	
  which	
  you	
  experience	
  when	
  you	
  paIently	
  
endure	
  the	
  same	
  sufferings	
  that	
  we	
  suffer.	
  

	
  

7  Our	
  hope	
  for	
  you	
  is	
  unshaken,	
  for	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  as	
  
you	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  suffering,	
  you	
  will	
  also	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  
comfort.	
  



II	
  Corinthians	
  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
5  For	
  as	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  Christ’s	
  suffering,	
  so	
  

through	
  Christ	
  we	
  share	
  abundantly	
  in	
  comfort	
  too.	
  
	
  

6  If	
  we	
  are	
  afflicted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  comfort	
  and	
  
salvaIon;	
  and	
  if	
  we	
  are	
  comforted,	
  it	
  is	
  for	
  your	
  
comfort,	
  which	
  you	
  experience	
  when	
  you	
  pa$ently	
  
endure	
  the	
  same	
  sufferings	
  that	
  we	
  suffer.	
  

	
  

7  Our	
  hope	
  for	
  you	
  is	
  unshaken,	
  for	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  as	
  
you	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  suffering,	
  you	
  will	
  also	
  share	
  in	
  our	
  
comfort.	
  



II	
  Corinthians	
  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
8  For	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  unaware,	
  brothers,	
  of	
  

the	
  afflicIon	
  we	
  experienced	
  in	
  Asia.	
  	
  For	
  we	
  were	
  
so	
  uVerly	
  burdened	
  beyond	
  our	
  strength	
  that	
  we	
  
despaired	
  of	
  life	
  itself.	
  	
  

	
  	
  

9  Indeed,	
  we	
  felt	
  that	
  we	
  had	
  received	
  the	
  sentence	
  of	
  
death.	
  	
  But	
  that	
  was	
  to	
  make	
  us	
  rely	
  not	
  on	
  
ourselves	
  but	
  on	
  God	
  who	
  raises	
  the	
  dead.	
  

	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  
“The	
  process	
  of	
  disconnect	
  and	
  
reconnect	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  normal	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

but	
  it	
  is	
  posi$ve”	
  
	
  
	
  

II	
  Corinthians	
  11:24-­‐28	
  
	
  

24  Five	
  )mes	
  I	
  received	
  at	
  the	
  hands	
  of	
  the	
  Jews	
  the	
  
forty	
  lashes	
  less	
  one.	
  

25  Three	
  )mes	
  I	
  was	
  beaten	
  with	
  rods.	
  	
  One	
  I	
  was	
  
stoned.	
  	
  Three	
  )mes	
  I	
  was	
  shipwrecked;	
  a	
  night	
  and	
  
as	
  day	
  I	
  was	
  adriE	
  at	
  sea;	
  	
  

26  on	
  frequent	
  journeys,	
  in	
  danger	
  from	
  rivers,	
  danger	
  
frm	
  robbers,	
  danger	
  from	
  my	
  own	
  people,	
  danger	
  
from	
  Gen)les,	
  danger	
  in	
  the	
  city,	
  danger	
  in	
  the	
  
wilderness,	
  danger	
  at	
  sea,	
  danger	
  from	
  false	
  
brothers;	
  



	
  
	
  

	
  
“The	
  process	
  of	
  disconnect	
  and	
  
reconnect	
  is	
  not	
  only	
  normal	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

but	
  it	
  is	
  posi$ve”	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

27  in	
  toil	
  and	
  hardship,	
  through	
  many	
  a	
  sleepless	
  night,	
  
in	
  hunger	
  and	
  thirst,	
  oEen	
  without	
  food,	
  in	
  cold	
  and	
  
exposure.	
  

28  And,	
  apart	
  from	
  other	
  things,	
  there	
  is	
  the	
  daily	
  
pressure	
  on	
  me	
  of	
  my	
  anxiety	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  churches.	
  



II	
  Corinthians	
  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
8  For	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  be	
  unaware,	
  brothers,	
  of	
  

the	
  afflicIon	
  we	
  experienced	
  in	
  Asia.	
  	
  For	
  we	
  were	
  
so	
  uVerly	
  burdened	
  beyond	
  our	
  strength	
  that	
  we	
  
despaired	
  of	
  life	
  itself.	
  	
  

	
  	
  

9  Indeed,	
  we	
  felt	
  that	
  we	
  had	
  received	
  the	
  sentence	
  of	
  
death.	
  	
  But	
  that	
  was	
  to	
  make	
  us	
  rely	
  not	
  on	
  
ourselves	
  but	
  on	
  God	
  who	
  raises	
  the	
  dead.	
  

	
  



II	
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  1:3-­‐11	
  	
  
8  For	
  we	
  do	
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  So…therefore…what	
  now?	
  

	
  
Applica)on	
  by	
  way	
  of	
  

ques)ons….	
  	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  What	
  kind	
  of	
  a	
  church	
  
needed	
  this	
  passage	
  as	
  the	
  
‘umbrella’	
  statement	
  for	
  

the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  leRer?	
  	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Do	
  we	
  know	
  the	
  

Father	
  of	
  mercies	
  and	
  the	
  
God	
  of	
  all	
  comfort	
  in	
  a	
  

way	
  that	
  transforms	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
our	
  past,	
  our	
  present,	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

and	
  our	
  future?	
  	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Are	
  we	
  willing	
  to	
  live	
  

well	
  in	
  a	
  world	
  where	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
God	
  uses	
  both	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

suffering	
  and	
  comfort	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
in	
  a	
  unified	
  and	
  dynamic	
  

combina)on?	
  	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Are	
  we	
  open	
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allowing	
  God	
  to	
  meet	
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the	
  afflic)ons	
  of	
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  lives	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  
comfort	
  others	
  with	
  that	
  

same	
  kind	
  of	
  comfort?	
  	
  



	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Do	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  

prayer	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
most	
  important	
  tools	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

that	
  God	
  can	
  use	
  to	
  comfort	
  
others,	
  glorify	
  Himself,	
  and	
  

amaze	
  everyone?	
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  “Behold,	
  I	
  am	
  with	
  you	
  always,	
  
	
  	
  	
  even	
  to	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  age.”	
  


