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experiencing community
for the people in Ruest and the next wave
of those who will be coming....
some of whow are already among us..

-
~




...lnitiate, support and develop effective

5 :"v"r ot

experiencing community
for the people tw @iest-aveot the next wave
of those who will be coming....
some of whow are already among us..

~
~




...we believe in connection...

...that one of the greatest and most essential gifts
God has given us is one another.....

Romans 12:4-5
For as Ln one looolg we have many members,
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and the members do not all have the - N
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same function, so we, though ma i,

DIVE body i Christ, P '
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and [nﬂ/l\/lduallg members
one of another.




Last week....




Last week....

We are all simply “under-rowers”
together in the belly of the ship

with Christ as the only captainon .
the bridge calling out directiCiEi®
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Last week....

Mr. Voss and Martinez said,
‘When the cells all work together

‘the entire system is healed’™!!




This week....

O
What do we do when the person
next to me on the bench is really .

different than me?. @

O\
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| Corinthians 12:1-3

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, | do not
want you to be uniformed.
You know that when you were pagans you were led
astray to mute idols, however you were led.
Therefore | want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says

“Jesus is accursed!”

and no one can say
“Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.
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| Corinthians 12:4-7

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities,

but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone.

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit

for the common good.
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| Corinthians 12:8-11

8 For to one is given through the Spirit
the utterance of wisdom, and to another
the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit,

9 to another faith by the same Spirit,
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,

10 to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish
between spirits, to another various kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
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| Corinthians 12:12-24a

12 For just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many,

are one body, so it is with Christ.
13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body-

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free— and all were made to
drink of one Spirit.
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| Corinthians 12:12-24a

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of
many.

15 If the foot should say,
“Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to the body,

that would not make it any less a part of the body.

16 And if the ear should say,
“Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to the body,”

that would not make it any less a part of the bodly.

14



| Corinthians 12:12-24a

17 If the whole body were an eye,
where would be the sense of hearing?
If the whole body were an ear,
where would be the sense of smell?


















| Corinthians 12:12-24a

18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body,
each one of them as He chose.

19 If all were a single member, where would the body be?

20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
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| Corinthians 12:12-24a

21 The eye cannot say to the hand,
“I have no need of you,”
nor again the head to the feet,
“I have no need of you.”
22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable,
23 and on those parts of the body that we think less
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our
unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty,
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| Corinthians 12:4-11

24 which our more presentable parts do not require.

But God has so composed the body,
giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,
25 that there may be no division in the body,
but that the members may have the same care for one
another.
26 If one member suffers, all suffer together,
if one member is honored, all rejoice together.
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‘Coach Carter’

(2005 film)
Ken Carter, who in 1999 returned to his

High School alma mater in Richmond,
California as the basketball coach
to help turn around a school that was
a miserable failure academically yet was
a tremendous success athletically.
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What does it
mean to belong?




We all sit on benches together
under the Lordship of Christ...




...and we all sit on those benches
as He has arranged us and designed us,
as one body who care for one another,
who suffer together; .

and who rejoice with each other!
- Oy



So.....therefore.....what now?




So.....therefore.....what now?

1. Discover and value the unique you that God has
designed and placed in the body for a specific use.




So.....therefore.....what now?

2. Stop envying or demeaning other parts of the body.




So.....therefore.....what now?

3. Affirm the ‘oneness’ that God has intended
for us as a whole. Y 1,




So.....therefore.....what now?

4. Enter into both the pain and the joys, ¢
of those around you without twisting
it into being all about you. , ’
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So.....therefore.....what now?

5. Function as empowered by the Spirit.’




