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• Written	from	Ephesus to	the	churches	in	the	western	

part	of	Asia	Minor	(modern	day	Turkey)	between								
85-90	AD,	making	John	nearly	80	years	old.

• Written	as	a	defense	of	Jesus’	life,	death,	resurrection	
and	message	in	the	face	of	“higher	paganism”.

• ‘Gnostic’ thinking	separates	the	natures	of	Christ…
-either	He	was	divine	and	not	human…
-or	He	was	human	but	not	divine…
-what	we	do	physically	is	alienated	from	our	
spirituality,	therefore	our	physical	life	doesn’t	matter
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5 This	is	the	message	we	have	heard	from	Him	and	
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we	have	an	advocate	with	the	Father,																														
Jesus	Christ	the	righteous.

2 He	is	the	propitiation	for	our	sins,																																		
and	not	for	ours	only																																																										
but	also	for	the	sins	of	the	whole	world.
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in	him	truly	the	love	of	God	is	perfected.		
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but	an	old	commandment	that	you	had	from	the	
beginning.																																																																																			
The	old	commandment	is	the	word	that	you	have	
heard.

8 At	the	same	time,	it	is	a	new	commandment	that	I	
am	writing	to	you,	which	is	true	in	Him	and	in	you,	
because	the	darkness	is	passing	away	and	the	true	
light	is	already	shining.
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is	still	in	darkness.

10 Whoever	loves	his	brother	abides	in	the	light,																	
and	in	him	there	is	no	cause	for	stumbling.

11 But	whoever	hates	his	brother																																													
is	in	the	darkness	and	walks	in	the	darkness,	
and	does	not	know	where	he	is	going,	
because	the	darkness	has	blinded	his	eyes.
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So…therefore…what now?
Teknia:	the	forgiveness	of	our	sins	is	a	gracious	protection.

Pateres:	your	maturity	helps	keep	us	steady	because	you	
know	God	deeply	from	experience.

Neaniskoi:	your	sincerity	bring	energy	and	vitality	to	the	
entire	body	of	Christ.

Paidia:	you	are	in	the	those	critical	days	of	development	
that	will	set	the	stage	for																																																																					

a	life	of	usefulness,	fruitfulness,	stability.	


