


We	are	designed	for	relationships…



We	are	designed	for	relationships…
but…



We	are	designed	for	relationships…
but…

they can be the source of all sorts of pain! 



We	are	designed	for	relationship,													
but	along	the	way	those	relationships	

got	all	‘messed	up’,																																											
and	our	only	hope	is	the	Spirit-filled	life	

that	gives	us	the	ability	to…
‘submit	to	one	another’.
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The Slippery Slope
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Peace	Faking Peace	Breaking	
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Communication

Speak	&	Listen	in	order	to	heal.									
2
3

1 Speak	to	be	understood.						

Listen	in	order	to	understand.									



Ephesians	5:1-2,	15-20

1 Therefore	be	imitators	of	God,	as	beloved	children.
2 And	walk	in	love,	as	Christ	loved	us	and	gave	Himself	

up	for	us,	a	fragrant	offering	and	sacrifice	to	God.



15 Look	carefully	then	how	you	walk,
not	as	unwise	but	as	wise,

16 making	the	best	use	of	the	time,																													
because	the	days	are	evil.

17 Therefore	do	not	be	foolish,																																											
but	understand	what	the	will	of	the	Lord	is.

18 And	do	not	get	drunk	with	wine,																																								
for	that	is	debauchery,	but	be	filled	with	the	Spirit,

19 addressing	one	another	in	psalms	and	hymns	and	
spiritual	songs,	singing	and	making	melody	to	the	
Lord	with	your	hearts,	

20 giving	thanks	always	for	everything	to	God	the	Father	
in	the	name	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	
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21 submitting	to	one	another																																																			
out	of	reverence	for	Christ.

…………
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out	of	reverence	for	Christ.

…………

…to	yield…
…to	offer…
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out	of	reverence	for	Christ.
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…to	stop	resisting…
…to	stop	hiding…
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out	of	reverence	for	Christ.
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I	Corinthians	7:28
But	if	you	do	marry,	you	have	not	sinned,																			

and	if	a	betrothed	woman	marries	,																														
she	has	not	sinned.																																																												

Yet	those	who	marry	will	have	worldly	troubles,	
and	I	would	spare	you	that.

Marriage
Husbands and Wives
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Marriage
Husbands and Wives

Ephesians	5:33		- Love and	Respect



33 However,																																																																															
let	each	one	of	you	love	his	wife	as	himself,																
and	let	the	wife	see	that	she	respects	her	husband.
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Marriage
Husbands and Wives

I	Peter	3:1-7



1 Likewise,	wives,	be	subject	to	your	own	husbands,									
so	that	even	if	some	do	not	obey	the	word,																						
they	may	be	won	without	a	word	by	the	conduct	of	
their	wives,	

2 when	they	see	your	respectful	and	pure	conduct.
3 Do	not	let	your	adorning	be	external–

the	braiding	of	hair	and	the	putting	on	of	gold	
jewelry	or	the	clothing	you	wear—

4 but	let	your	adorning	be	the	hidden	person	of	the	
heart	with	the	imperishable	beauty	of	a	gentle	and	
quiet	spirit,	which	in	God’s	sight	is	very	precious.
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7 Likewise, husbands,																																																																	
live	with	your	wives	in	an	understanding	way,																

showing	honor	to	the	woman	as	the	weaker	
vessel,																																																																								

since	they	are	heirs	with	you	of	the	grace	of	life,																																	
so	that	your	prayers	may	not	be	hindered.
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1 Likewise,



2:13		Be	subject	for	the	Lord’s	sake	to	every	human													
institution,	whether	it	be	to	the	emperor	as	
supreme,

14 or	to	governors	as	sent	by	him	to	punish	those	who	
do	evil	and	to	praise	those	who	do	good.

15 For	this	is	the	will	of	God,	that	by	doing	good	you	
should	put	to	silence	the	ignorance	of	foolish					
people.

16 Live	as	people	who	are	free,	not	using	your	freedom	
as	a	cover-up	for	evil,	but	living	as	servants	of	God.

17 Honor	everyone.		Love	the	brotherhood.		Fear	God.		
Honor	the	emperor.
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18 Servants,	be	subject	to	your	masters	with	all	respect,	
not	only	to	the	good	and	gentle	but	also	to	the	
unjust.

19 For	this	is	a	gracious	thing,	when,	mindful	of	God,	
one	endures	sorrows	while	suffering	unjustly.

20 For	what	credit	is	it	if,	when	you	sin	and	are	beaten	
for	it,	you	endure?		But	if	when	you	do	good	and	
suffer	for	it	you	endure,	this	is	a	gracious	thing	in								
the	sight	of	God.

21 For	to	this	you	have	been	called,	because	Christ	also	
suffered	for	you,	leaving	you	an	example,																														
so	that	you	might	follow	in	His	steps.
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22 He	committed	no	sin,	
neither	was	deceit	found	in	His	mouth.

23 When	He	was	reviled,	he	did	not	revile	in	return;	
when	He	suffered,	He	did	not	threaten,																													
but	continued	entrusting	Himself	to	Him	who	
judges	justly.

24 He	Himself	bore	our	sins	in	His	body	on	the	tree,										
that	we	might	die	to	sin	and	live	to	righteousness.										
By	His	wounds	you	have	been	healed.

25 For	you	were	straying	like	sheep,	but	have	now	
returned	to	the	Shepherd	and	Overseer	of	your	
souls.
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5 For	this	is	how	the	holy	women	who	hoped	in	God	
used	to	adorn	themselves,																																																														
by	submitting	to	their	own	husbands,

6 as	Sarah	obeyed	Abraham,	calling	him	lord.																								
And	you	are	her	children,																																																		

if	you	do	good	and	do	not	fear	anything	that	is	
frightening.	
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live	with	your	wives	in	an	understanding	way,																

showing	honor	to	the	woman	as	the	weaker	
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since	they	are	heirs	with	you	of	the	grace	of	life,																																	
so	that	your	prayers	may	not	be	hindered.



7 Likewise, husbands,																																																																	
live	with	your	wives	in	an	understanding	way,																

showing	honor	to	the	woman	as	the	weaker	
vessel,																																																																								

since	they	are	heirs	with	you	of	the	grace	of	life,																																	
so	that	your	prayers	may	not	be	hindered.



Husband Wife



Husband Wife

Core	Role:	
Servant	
Leader



Husband Wife

Core	Role:	
Servant	
Leader

Core	Role:	
Helper	
Lover



Husband Wife

Core	Role:	
Servant	
Leader

Core	Role:	
Helper	
Lover

Response:								



Husband Wife

Core	Role:	
Servant	
Leader

Core	Role:	
Helper	
Lover

Response:								

Response:	



Husband Wife

Core	Role:	
Servant	
Leader

Core	Role:	
Helper	
Lover

Response:								

Response:	

4	primary	needs	of	the	wife that	
the	husband	needs	to	understand	

and	be	concerned	about.
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So…therefore…what now?
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Living…
• in subjection to one another, 
• a life of goodness and respect, 

• a life that endures difficult times,
• a life of sincere understanding…



Is a life…
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Is a life…
• that is modeled after Jesus,

• that builds a healthy marriage,
• that is gracious in the sight of God,

• we can live as co-heirs of the riches of            
Christ.





We	are	designed	for	relationships,													



We	are	designed	for	relationships,													
but	along	the	way	those	relationships	

get	all	‘messed	up’,																																											



We	are	designed	for	relationships,													
but	along	the	way	those	relationships	

got	all	‘messed	up’,																																											
and	our	only	hope	is	the	Spirit-filled	life	

that	gives	us	the	ability	to…



We	are	designed	for	relationships,													
but	along	the	way	those	relationships	

got	all	‘messed	up’,																																											
and	our	only	hope	is	the	Spirit-filled	life	

that	gives	us	the	ability	to…
‘submit	to	one	another’.



?? ??



I think I might 
need to die to my 

selfishness!



I need to see       
my wife with 

new eyes,       
better eyes!



I need to let         
God mold my 

heart to be more 
like Christ.



I still think              
it will be a 

miracle of God        
to accomplish        

this!



“Exactly”….



“Exactly”….
…that is why ‘mutually submissive’ 

relationships have to be empowered          
by the Holy Spirit,…



“Exactly”….
…that is why ‘mutually submissive’ 

relationships have to be empowered          
by the Holy Spirit,…

…our surrender to Christ                             
day by day.




