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Greek: pneuma-
spirit, breath, wind
…when preceded by the           

attributive adjective 
‘hagios’ (different, unlike)
it is always translated   
Holy Spirit, breath, wind.
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Not by might, 
nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, 

says the LORD of hosts.
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Zachariah 4:6
This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:                               

Not by might,  (corporate strength and influence)                                                                             
nor by power,  (individual strength and influence)                                                                                
but by my Spirit,  (the wind that God provides)

says the LORD of hosts.



What 
‘powers’ 
your life?



What 
‘powers’           

our church?
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1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all 
together in one place.

2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a 
mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting.

3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and 
rested on each one of them.

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave 
them utterance.

Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)



Feast of Weeks…Feast of Harvest

There are four things you 
need to know about 

Pentecost that will help you 
understand Acts 2.



Feast of Weeks…Feast of Harvest

1. Pentecost was a pilgrim festival. 

That meant that according to Jewish Law, 
all the adult Jewish men would come from 
wherever they were living to Jerusalem and 

personally be in attendance during this 
celebration.



Feast of Weeks…Feast of Harvest

2. Pentecost was a holiday.

No servile work was to be done.                 
School was out.                                           

The shops were closed.                                   
It was party time.



Feast of Weeks…Feast of Harvest

3. There were certain celebrations, sacrifices    
and offerings which were prescribed in the 
Law for the day of Pentecost.

On Pentecost, the High Priest was to take two loaves of freshly 
baked wheat bread and offer them before the Lord.                      

The wheat bread was made from the newly harvested wheat of 
the ‘early harvest’.

In short, Pentecost in the time of the Apostles was a great and 
grand harvest celebration. The streets of Jerusalem were 

clogged with thousands of pilgrims who had come from every 
point of the compass to celebrate the goodness of God and the 

bringing in of the wheat harvest.



Feast of Weeks…Feast of Harvest

4.  Pentecost celebrates the giving of 
the Torah to Moses on Mt. Sinai.

Exactly seven weeks after the exodus 
began and the Israelites having prepared 

their hearts, God gave them the ten 
essential commandments. 



Feast of Weeks…Feast of Harvest

With a touch of divine irony, on the very day that 
Jews from around the world gathered in Jerusalem to 
reaffirm their commitment to the covenant of Moses, 

the Holy Spirit descended upon Israel to offer the 
promise of the New Covenant to all who will believe. 

This new covenant makes Torah a matter of the 
heart, written by the God’s Spirit, that yields a life 

fruitful in the praise of God.
John Parsons, Hebrew for Christians
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5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews,              

devout men from every nation under heaven.

6 And at this sound the multitude came together,             

and they were bewildered, because each one was 

hearing them speak in his own language.

7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying,                

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?

8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 

native language?
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9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia,

10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,

11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—
we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty 
works of God.”
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12 And all were amazed and perplexed,                             
saying to one another,                                                         
“What does this mean?”

13 But others mocking said,                                                       
“They are filled with new wine.”

Peter's Sermon
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his 

voice and addressed them:

Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)



Peter’s 
sermon…



Acts 2:14b-40
Verse 37 says that the people who were 

listening to Peter were “cut to the quick”,            
-it means they were hit really hard in their 

hearts by what he said…..                                                                    
-and they asked what they should do as a 

result….                                                                  
-and this is what Peter told them …. 



Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)



41 So those who received his word were baptized, 
and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to                                                
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,                       
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles.

Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)



Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)
41 So those who received his word were baptized, 

and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to                                                
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,                       
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles.



Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)
41 So those who received his word were baptized, 

and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to                                                
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,                       
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles.



Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)
41 So those who received his word were baptized, 

and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to                                                
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,                       
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles.



Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)
41 So those who received his word were baptized, 

and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to                                                
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,                       
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles.



Acts chapters 1-2 (2:1-47)
41 So those who received his word were baptized, 

and there were added that day about three thousand 
souls.

42 And they devoted themselves to                                                
the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,                       
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles.



44 And all who believed                                                              
were together and had all things in common.

45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.

46 And day by day, attending the temple together 
and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts,

47 praising God and having favor with all the people.                  
And the Lord added to their number day by day those 
who were being saved.
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So…..therefore……what now?



God wants to use 
ordinary people to do 
extra-ordinary things           

by the power of                 
the Holy Spirit.1

So…..therefore……what now?



The extra-ordinary 
things that God wants 

to do through us            
is to give hope to a 

hopeless world.2

So…..therefore……what now?



People of hope do life 
together and invite 

others into a circle of 
relationships 

exemplified by sacrifice 
and love.

3

So…..therefore……what now?



4

So…..therefore……what now?

There is no better time than 
now to surrender our lives to 
both the One who loves us,              

gave Himself for us,                       
and has a future for us,                

as well as to one another.


