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Sacrificial love and humility 
are identity markers of a 

healthy church.



Philippians 2:3-11

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 



Philippians 2:3-11

5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 
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8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a 
cross. 



Philippians 2:3-11

9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.
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1. Godly sacrifice means giving up our 
rights, privileges, and status.

2. Godly sacrifice means giving up our 
selfish intentions.

3. Godly sacrifice is all about service.



Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Life Together

In order for us to put a stop to selfish 
ambition, Christians must…

Hold their tongues, refusing to speak 
uncharitably about a Christian brother or 
sister.
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sight by his grace.
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In order for us to put a stop to selfish 
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valuable that they cannot be interrupted to 
help with unexpected needs, no matter how 
small or menial.
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Life Together

In order for us to put a stop to selfish 
ambition, Christians must…

Bear the burdens of their brothers and 
sisters in the Lord.



Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Life Together

In order for us to put a stop to selfish 
ambition, Christians must…

Declare God’s word to their fellow believers 
when they need to hear it.



Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Life Together

In order for us to put a stop to selfish 
ambition, Christians must…

Understand that Christian authority is 
characterized by service and does not call 
attention to the person who performs the 
service.
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THE NATURE OF 
GODLY HUMILITY
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1. Humility leads us to identify with the 
weak and powerless.

2. Humility leads us to obedience 
towards God.

3. Humility leads us to the seek the 
welfare and interests of others.
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“Probably all you will think about him [a 
humble person] is that he seemed a 
cheerful intelligent chap who took a real 
interest in what you said to him…” 



C. S. Lewis
Mere Christianity

“Probably all you will think about him [a 
humble person] is that he seemed a 
cheerful intelligent chap who took a real 
interest in what you said to him...He will 
not be thinking about humility: he will 
not be thinking about himself at all.” 



Philippians 2:9-11

THE MAJESTY OF GODLY 
LOVE, HUMILITY, AND 

SACRIFICE
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tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.
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