
James 4:13-5:6



“Happiness is not in the mere 
possession of money; it lies in the 
joy of achievement, in the thrill of 

creative effort.”

- Franklin D. Roosevelt



“Wealth consists not in having 
great possessions, but in 

having few wants.”

- Epictetus



“Money often costs too much.”

- Ralph Waldo Emerson



TODAY’S CULTURAL VALUES:

• Happiness is found in having things.
• Security is found in money, power, 

status, and good health.
• You should get all you can for yourself, as 

quickly as you can.
• Above all else, seek all the pleasure 

convenience, and comfort you can.



“For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evils.”

1 Timothy 6:10
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HUMAN ARROGANCE DISREGARDS 
GOD AND DESTROYS OTHERS.



HUMAN ARROGANCE DISREGARDS 
GOD AND DESTROYS OTHERS.

GODLY HUMILITY LEADS US TO 
RECOGNIZE OUR HUMAN 

LIMITATIONS AND OVERCOME THE 
SEDUCTIVE POWER OF WEALTH.



13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow 
we will go into such and such a town and 
spend a year there and trade and make a 
profit”— 14 yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you 
are a mist that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes. 
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The danger of self-determination



15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, 
we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you 
boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is 
evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
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“Therefore do not be anxious about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble.”

Matthew 6:34

Allegiance to Self
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1. Make plans. But don’t assume 
they always match God’s plan.
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1. Make plans. But don’t assume 
they always match God’s plan.

2. Recognize the temporary 
nature of your present life.

3. Do you boast in your own 
ability and drive to succeed?

James 4:13-17
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HUMAN ARROGANCE
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1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the 
miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your 
riches have rotted and your garments are 
moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have 
corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence 
against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You 
have laid up treasure in the last days. 
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4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who 
mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries 
of the harvesters have reached the ears of the 
Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in 
luxury and in self-indulgence. You have 
fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 
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6 You have condemned and murdered the 
righteous person. He does not resist you.
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GOD STANDS IN 
OPPOSITION TO THOSE 
WHO OPPRESS OTHERS

GOD’S HEART IS NEAR TO 
THE OPPRESSED.



14 You shall not oppress a hired worker who is poor 
and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or 
one of the sojourners who are in your land within 
your towns. 15 You shall give him his wages on the 
same day, before the sun sets (for he is poor and 
counts on it), lest he cry against you to the LORD, 
and you be guilty of sin.

Deuteronomy 24:14-15

The danger of self-indulgence
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5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in 
self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts 
in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned
and murdered the righteous person. He does 
not resist you.
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1. James’ denounces the wealthy 
who oppress others.

2. James reminds us of the dangers 
of money and possessions.

3. When do we have too much?
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