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The interest of God in people

Mankind is accountable to God

People can change and grow

Repentance is revealed by “fruit”

Eternity is a reality and it matters

God is in the details



Jonah 1:1-6
1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying,
2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out 
against it, for their evil has come up before me."
3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of 
the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going 
to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went on board,                  
to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of 
the LORD.
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1300 BC….Cahokia may have been the largest city in North 
America at 20,000 people….Israel conquers Canaan.

1000 BC….Reign of King David
930 BC……Civil War dividing Israel from Judah.
750 BC……Israel is growing stronger, but Assyria is threatening their 

northern border.
• Greek city-states are being established.
• First ancient Olympic Games begin.
• Roman Empire is being founded.
• Shang Dynasty giving way to the Zhou Dynasty.
• Nineveh-founded by Nimrod, g.g. grandson of Noah, 

known as ”the rebel” (architect of the Tower of Babel)…. 
…600,000 people.     
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Jonah 1:1-6
1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of 
Amittai, saying,
2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out 
against it, for their evil has come up before me."
3 But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of 
the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going 
to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went on board,                  
to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of                     
the LORD.
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Jonah 1:1-6
4 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and 
there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship 
threatened to break up.
5 Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his 
god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into 
the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down 
into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was 
fast asleep.
6 So the captain came and said to him, "What do you 
mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps 
the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish."
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Jonah 4:2-3
2 And he prayed to the LORD and said, "O LORD, is not this what I said 
when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to 
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.
3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better 
for me to die than to live."
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The true and living God of Scripture is both holy and compassionate.

Avoiding the face of God is both foolish and self destructive.

Avoiding the face of God has negative consequences on those around us.

Avoiding the face of God makes us insensitive to the needs of mankind.

Sometimes God authors a ‘tempest’ to get our attention.

People want and need to know if our God gives thought to them.

God uses the most unlikely people                                                                       
to impart His relentless grace.              


