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13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.



I Peter 3:13-17
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who 
asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.





Why do you have hope?



Why do you have hope?

Hope: Greek elpis
….an expectation, a trust, a confidence….

that is grounded in what is sure or certain.



Why do you have hope?

I have hope because  __________.

Hope: Greek elpis
….an expectation, a trust, a confidence….

that is grounded in what is sure or certain.



Why do you have hope?

I have hope because  __________.

Hope: Greek elpis
….an expectation, a trust, a confidence….

that is grounded in what is sure or certain.

God is real



3 reasons not to believe in God



Willful
3 reasons not to believe in God



Willful
Moral

3 reasons not to believe in God



Willful
Moral

Intellectual

3 reasons not to believe in God



3 reasons why to believe in God



Ontological
3 reasons why to believe in God



Ontological
Cosmological

3 reasons why to believe in God



Ontological
Cosmological
Teleological

3 reasons why to believe in God



Ontological
3 reasons why to believe in God



Ontological Argument for God’s Existence



Ontological Argument for God’s Existence
Is it possible or maybe even necessary that God exists?



Ontological Argument for God’s Existence
Is it possible or maybe even necessary that God exists?

1011 AD by Anselm of Canterbury



Ontological Argument for God’s Existence
Is it possible or maybe even necessary that God exists?

1011 AD by Anselm of Canterbury

All 
Knowledge



Ontological Argument for God’s Existence
Is it possible or maybe even necessary that God exists?

1011 AD by Anselm of Canterbury

All 
Knowledge

My 
Knowledge



Ontological Argument for God’s Existence
Is it possible or maybe even necessary that God exists?

1011 AD by Anselm of Canterbury

All 
Knowledge

My 
Knowledge

• It is possible that God (a Maximally Great 
Being) exists.

• If it is possible that a MGB exists then a 
MGB exists in some possible world.
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a MGB exists in every possible world.

• If a MGB exists in every possible world then 
a MGB exists in the actual world.

• Therefore, a MGB exists in the actual 
world.

• Therefore a MGB exits.
• Therefore God exits.
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perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds 

and animals and creeping things.
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• Are you dynamically good?
• Are you willing to honor Christ as holy in your heart?
• Do you feel prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks you for the reason why you find hope in 
what you believe and why you believe it?

• Are you ‘infected’ with the kind of hope that 
determines how you live?

• Do you understand the importance to explaining your 
faith with ‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?

• Can you defend your faith with a good conscience? 

So…therefore…what now?

The God who is categorically possible 
is in fact profoundly necessary 

as the transcendent uncaused cause 
in a finite universe 

that is filled with design and detail 
that is unable to be explained by 

pseudo-scientific random natural selection.

Ontological

Cosm
ological

Teleological



• Are you dynamically good?
• Are you willing to honor Christ as holy in your heart?
• Do you feel prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks you for the reason why you find hope in 
what you believe and why you believe it?

• Are you ‘infected’ with the kind of hope that 
determines how you live?

• Do you understand the importance to explaining your 
faith with ‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?

• Can you defend your faith with a good conscience? 

So…therefore…what now?

The God who is categorically possible 
is in fact profoundly necessary 

as the transcendent uncaused cause 
in a finite universe 

that is filled with design and detail 
that is unable to be explained by 

pseudo-scientific random natural selection.

Ontological

Cosm
ological

Teleological

What is
 th

at G
od lik

e?

Next w
eek…see you then.

What’s 
the next questio

n?



• Are you dynamically good?
• Are you willing to honor Christ as holy in your heart?
• Do you feel prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks you for the reason why you find hope in 
what you believe and why you believe it?

• Are you ‘infected’ with the kind of hope that 
determines how you live?

• Do you understand the importance to explaining your 
faith with ‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?

• Can you defend your faith with a good conscience? 

So…therefore…what now?

The God who is categorically possible 
is in fact profoundly necessary 

as the transcendent uncaused cause 
in a finite universe 

that is filled with design and detail 
that is unable to be explained by 

pseudo-scientific random natural selection.

Ontological

Cosm
ological

Teleological

What is
 th

at G
od lik

e?

Next w
eek…see you then.

What’s 
the next questio

n?



• Are you dynamically good?
• Are you willing to honor Christ as holy in your heart?
• Do you feel prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks you for the reason why you find hope in 
what you believe and why you believe it?

• Are you ‘infected’ with the kind of hope that 
determines how you live?

• Do you understand the importance to explaining your 
faith with ‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?

• Can you defend your faith with a good conscience? 

So…therefore…what now?

The God who is categorically possible 
is in fact profoundly necessary 

as the transcendent uncaused cause 
in a finite universe 

that is filled with design and detail 
that is unable to be explained by 

pseudo-scientific random natural selection.

Ontological

Cosm
ological

Teleological

What is
 th

at G
od lik

e?

Next w
eek…see you then.

What’s 
the next questio

n?



• Are you dynamically good?
• Are you willing to honor Christ as holy in your heart?
• Do you feel prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks you for the reason why you find hope in 
what you believe and why you believe it?

• Are you ‘infected’ with the kind of hope that 
determines how you live?

• Do you understand the importance to explaining your 
faith with ‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?

• Can you defend your faith with a good conscience? 

So…therefore…what now?

Video #3 (Phil Robertson)


