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Why do you have hope?

I have hope because  __________.

Hope: Greek elpis
….an expectation, a trust, a confidence….

that is grounded in what is sure or certain.



I Peter 3:13-17



Ask yourself these questions…
• Is it important to be energetic for that which is good?
• What does it mean to honor Christ as holy in my heart?
• How can I be prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks me for the reason why I find hope in what I believe 
and why I believe it?

• Have I lived out hope in a way that is unique and attractive?
• Do I grasp the importance of interacting with people with 

‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?
• Do I have a good  and clear conscience as I represent the 

Christian message….the gospel? 
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I Peter 3:8-12
8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love,

a tender heart, and a humble mind.
9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, 

but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, 
that you may obtain a blessing.

10 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him 
keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;

11 let him turn away from evil and do good; 
let him seek peace and pursue it.

12      For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."
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8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love,

a tender heart, and a humble mind.
9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, 

but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, 
that you may obtain a blessing.

10 For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him 
keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit;

11 let him turn away from evil and do good; 
let him seek peace and pursue it.

12      For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. 
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Psalm 34
11 Come, O children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
12 What man is there who desires life and loves many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.
15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous and His ears toward their cry.
16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them 

from the earth.



I Peter 3:13-17
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.



I Peter 3:13-17
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.



I Peter 3:13-17
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.



I Peter 3:13-17
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and respect,

16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, 
if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.

Heart: Greek kardia…..the heart, the mind, the inner self,                                             
the will, the intention, the center of a person. 
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The center and seat of spiritual life,                                                                                    
“The soul or mind, as it is the fountain and seat of the thoughts, passions, 

desires, appetites, affections, purposes and endeavors.
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Heart: Greek kardia…..the heart, the mind, the inner self,                                             
the will, the intention, the center of a person. 

The affective center of our being and capacity of moral preference.

The non-material part of….
…the God-breathed image bearing portion of mankind.
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A well reasoned reply or response that adequately addresses an issue.
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Respect: Greek phobos…..fear, terror, alarm, reverence. 
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Conscience: Greek suneidesis…..a persisting unrelenting notion. 



I Peter 3:13-17
13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is 

good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, 

you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,
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Conscience: Greek suneidesis…..a persisting unrelenting notion. 

….our moral and spiritual union that is mindful of its noble origin with a God-given 
capacity to distinguish between right and wrong and prompts us to to act accordingly.
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• Are you dynamically energetic for that which is good?
• Are you willing to honor Christ as holy in your heart?
• Do you feel prepared to give a defense to anybody who 

asks you for the reason why you find hope in 
what you believe and why you believe it?

• Are you ‘infected’ with the kind of hope that 
determines how you live?

• Do you understand the importance to explaining your 
faith with ‘gentleness’ and ‘respect’?

• Can you defend your faith with a good conscience? 

Questions to deeply ponder.
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Why do you have hope?

I have hope because  __________.

Hope: Greek elpis
….an expectation, a trust, a confidence….

that is grounded in what is sure or certain.


