


I have hope because…
God has provided a solution 

to the basic problem 
of humanity.
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to the basic problem 
of humanity.



What does it mean to be made in 
the image of God?
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Human beings resemble God, which 
enables us to represent God and reflect his 
character, in our relationships with others 

and to the creation.

What does it mean to be made in 
the image of God?

Last week



The Westminster Shorter Catechism

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man?

A. Man's chief end is to glorify God, 
and to enjoy him forever.

Last week
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God has provided a solution 

to the basic problem 
of humanity.
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Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 



Ephesians 2:1-10
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, 5 even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, 



Ephesians 2:1-10
7 so that in the coming ages he might show 
the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.



Ephesians 2:1-10
8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that 
we should walk in them.



What is humanity’s 
basic problem?



What is humanity’s 
basic problem?

Sin



Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—



Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and 
sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—



Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—



Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and 
sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—

Our sin problem is deadly



Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—



Ephesians 2:1-10
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
2 in which you once walked, following the 
course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience—

The world, the flesh, the devil



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

The world, the flesh, the devil



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

Our sin problem is dark 



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

Our sin problem is 
all-encompassing 



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

Our sin problem encompasses
all humanity 



Ephesians 2:1-10
3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires 
of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 

Our sin problem encompasses
our whole person.



What is humanity’s 
basic problem?

Sin



Our sin problem is 
deadly, dark and dire.
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Christ



Ephesians 2:1-10
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us, 5 even 
when we were dead in our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him 
and seated us with him in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus, 



God’s solution is rooted in 
his love and mercy.
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God’s solution is found only 
in Christ.



2 Corinthians 5:17-21
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 



2 Corinthians 5:17-21
18 All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ 
God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 



2 Corinthians 5:17-21
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.
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What is the solution?
God’s grace, received by faith, 
that empowers us to live the 

way we were designed.



I have hope because…
God has provided a solution 

to the basic problem 
of humanity.



Ephesians 2:1-10
8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.






