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AUTHORITY
…‘the power, the right and the responsibility                                        

to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience’.
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Think for yourself… 
…and question authority.  

Timothy Leary



TheI’ve always hated authority      
from an early age.                         

And authority has always hated 
me.  

Dr. Dre
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Authority exercised with humility, 
and obedience accepted with delight, 

are the very lines along which our 
spirits live.
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Authority doesn’t come 
from the loudest voice, 

but from the wisest.
Proverb
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Authority exercised with humility, 
and obedience accepted with delight, 

are the very lines along which our 
spirits live.

Changes That Heal by Dr. Henry Cloud
Four building blocks of mature development: 
1. Bonding…connecting to others.
2. Boundaries…separating from others.
3. Navigating a world that is both good and bad.
4. Adulthood…dealing with authority as a peer       

rather than being in an adolescent sort of            
one-up / one-down relationship….

learning how to submit to the                                
authority of God by choice.



The next couple of months will reveal the 
authority that Jesus possessed and 

demonstrated: 
• over disease and death;
• over nature and nations; 
• over the demonic and the disciples…



The next couple of months will reveal the 
authority that Jesus possessed and 

demonstrated: 
• over disease and death;
• over nature and nations; 
• over the demonic and the disciples…
• over you and over me?
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Descriptive or Prescriptive?
Does this simply describe what happened then 

or is it also normative for today?

Does God still perform miracles?
YES

Does God heal everyone the same way?
NO
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Matthew 8:1-4
• An act of worship…v. 2
• An act of mercy… v.3
• An act of redemption… v.4
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Matthew 8:1-4
1 When He came down from the mountain, great crowds followed Him.
2 And behold, a leper came to Him and knelt before Him, saying, 

"Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."
3 And Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying,

"I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 And Jesus said to him,

"See that you say nothing to anyone, but go,
show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a proof to them."
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2 And behold, a leper came to Him and knelt before Him, saying, 
"Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."

3 And Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying,
"I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.

4 And Jesus said to him,
"See that you say nothing to anyone, but go,
show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a proof to them."
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…a contagious disease that affects the skin, mucous membranes, and nerves, causing 

discoloration and lumps on the skin and, in severe cases, disfigurement and deformities. 
Leprosy is now mainly confined to tropical Africa and Asia…



Matthew 8:1-4

a leper…..someone with ‘leprosy’
…a contagious disease that affects the skin, mucous membranes, and nerves, causing 

discoloration and lumps on the skin and, in severe cases, disfigurement and deformities. 
Leprosy is now mainly confined to tropical Africa and Asia…

• In New Testament times, it was a death sentence.
• Both the one with leprosy and anyone who came within 6 feet of them were 

considered ceremonially unclean. If the wind was blowing toward a person from a 
leper, they had to keep 150 feet (45 meters) away.

• The only thing more defiling than contact with a leper was contact with a dead 
body.



“Leprosy might begin with the loss of all sensation in some part of the body; 
the nerve trunks are affected; the muscles waste away; the tendons contract until the hands 
are like claws. There follows ulceration of the hands and feet. Then comes the progressive 
loss of fingers and toes, until in the end a whole hand or a whole foot may drop off. The 
duration of that kind of leprosy is anything from twenty to thirty years. It is a kind of terrible 
progressive death in which a person dies by inch by inch.”  

In the middle ages, if a man became a leper, the priest put on his clerical robe and his priestly 
crucifix, and brought the leper into the church, and read the burial service over him.                      
For all human purposes the man was dead.” 

(William Barclay)
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Matthew 8:1-4
1 When He came down from the mountain, great crowds followed Him.
2 And behold, a leper came to Him and knelt before Him, saying, 

"Lord, if you will, you can make me clean."
3 And Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying,

"I will; be clean." And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
4 And Jesus said to him,

"See that you say nothing to anyone, but go,
show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, for a proof to them."

An act of redemption 
Leviticus 14:1-32

v.20 & 31  Thus the priest shall make atonement before the 
LORD for him who is being cleansed.
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Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth…
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Jesus authority was delegated to Him by God the Father…
…because the Father empowered the Son of Man…Messiah.

Jesus authority is aimed at redeeming people who know they are broken…
…rather than people who are self-sufficient.
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…astounding the people around Him.

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth…
…and He always has as the Son of God.

Jesus authority was delegated to Him by God the Father…
…because the Father empowered the Son of Man…Messiah.

Jesus authority is aimed at redeeming people who know           
they are broken…

…rather than people who are self-sufficient.
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