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AUTHORITY
…‘the power, the right and the responsibility                                        

to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience’.



Matthew 8 & 9 
reveals the authority that Jesus 
possessed and demonstrated:



Matthew 8 & 9 
reveals the authority that Jesus 
possessed and demonstrated:

• over disease and death;
• over nature and nations; 
• over the demonic and the disciples…
• over you and over me?



Matthew 8 & 9 
reveals the authority that Jesus 
possessed and demonstrated:
…and it has been described and defined 

since before time began 
and in the salvation history 

of God’s redemptive plan and work…



Matthew 8 & 9 
reveals the authority that Jesus 
possessed and demonstrated:
…and it has been described and defined 

since before time began 
and in the salvation history 

of God’s redemptive plan and work…

…some people discover and others reject.
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Sea of Galilee
-13 miles in length

-8 miles wide 
-33 miles around

-141 feet deep

30 year history of 
diminishing levels due to 
irrigation & urban use… 
until the last two years 

and it is now full.
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Matthew 8:23-34
23 And when He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.
24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 

swamped by the waves; but He was asleep.
25 And they went and woke Him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing."
26 And He said to them, "Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?"

Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
calm.

27 And the men marveled, saying, 
"What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey Him?"
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23 And when He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.
24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 

swamped by the waves; but He was asleep.
25 And they went and woke Him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing."
26 And He said to them, "Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?"

Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great 
calm.

27 And the men marveled, saying, 
"What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey Him?"



Matthew 8:23-34
23 And when He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.
24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 

swamped by the waves; but He was asleep.
25 And they went and woke Him, saying, "Save us, Lord; we are perishing."
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Discoverers



Matthew 8:23-34
28 And when He came to the other side, to the country of the 

Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met Him, 
coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way.

29 And behold, they cried out, "What have you to do with us, O Son of God? 
Have you come here to torment us before the time?"

30 Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them.
31 And the demons begged Him, saying, 

"If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs."



Matthew 8:23-34
32 And He said to them, "Go." So they came out and went into the pigs, and 

behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and 
drowned in the waters.

33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially 
what had happened to the demon-possessed men.

34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, 
and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their region.



Matthew 8:23-34
32 And He said to them, "Go." So they came out and went into the pigs, and 

behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea and 
drowned in the waters.

33 The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially 
what had happened to the demon-possessed men.

34 And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, 
and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their region.

Rejectors



Jesus spoke and acted with absolute authority…
…astounding the people around Him.

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth…
…and He always has as the Son of God.

Jesus authority was delegated to Him by God the Father…
…because the Father empowered the Son of Man…Messiah.

Jesus authority is aimed at redeeming people who know 
they are broken…

…rather than people who are self-sufficient.
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Jesus spoke and acted with absolute authority…
…astounding the people around Him.

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth…
…and He always has as the Son of God.

Jesus authority was delegated to Him by God the Father…
…because the Father empowered the Son of Man…Messiah.

Jesus authority is aimed at redeeming people who know           
they are broken…

…rather than people who are self-sufficient.



When Jesus 
reveals His authority 

we also have two 
possible responses…



Discoverer
…to move toward Him…



Discoverer

Rejector 
…to move toward Him…

…to tell Him to move away…




