


What are the demands 
of discipleship?



18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he 
gave orders to go over to the other side. 19 And 
a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I 
will follow you wherever you go.” 20 And Jesus 
said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head.”

Matthew 8:18-22



21 Another of the disciples said to him, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 

And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

Matthew 8:18-22
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What are the demands 
of discipleship?



Discipleship Demands Radical 
Commitment to Jesus.



21 Another of the disciples said to him, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 22 

And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

Matthew 8:18-22
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leave the dead to bury their own dead.”
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21 Another of the disciples said to him, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 
22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

Matthew 8:18-22

Possible Interpretation:
Jesus is being deliberately harsh.



21 Another of the disciples said to him, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”
22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

Matthew 8:18-22

Possible Interpretation:
The man’s request is referring to a second 

burial of bones one year later.



21 Another of the disciples said to him, 
“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 
22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and 
leave the dead to bury their own dead.”

Matthew 8:18-22

Possible Interpretation:
The request is an idiom meaning “let me take care 
of my family responsibilities until my father dies.”



What are the demands 
of discipleship?



Discipleship Demands 
Overriding Loyalty to Jesus.



Discipleship Demands 
Absolute Allegiance to Jesus.



34 “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel’s will save it. 36 For what does it profit a 
man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?

Mark 8:34-36


