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of God’s redemptive plan and work…

…revealing the core decision of our lives.
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9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting 

at the tax booth, and He said to him,
"Follow me."

And he rose and followed Him.
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9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting 

at the tax booth, 

A Tax Collector (a ‘publican’) was a Jewish contractor whose responsibility it was to 
collect taxes on behalf of the Roman government and make a ‘commission’ by 
padding the tax with extra for himself.  These people were seen as traitors and 
despicable.  Many, or most, made a handsome profit that necessitated Roman 

protection but found themselves totally disenfranchised from their countrymen.
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Tax Collectors were almost always lumped in with ‘sinners’, 
a designation for those who were identified with the most immoral                              

and the most degenerate of the people of Israel.  
Most often the part of their culture involved in prostitution was the focus of this 

designation as ‘sinners’, placing them in a position of rejection and judgment. 
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9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting 

at the tax booth, and He said to him,
"Follow me."
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John 1:35-46
35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples,
36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked by and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!"
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them,

"What are you seeking?"
And they said to Him,

"Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?"
39 He said to them, "Come and you will see." So they came and saw where He was 

staying, and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour.



Matthew 9:9-13
9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting 

at the tax booth, and He said to him,
"Follow me."

And he rose and followed Him.

40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother.

41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, 
"We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ).

42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
"So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas"

(which means Peter).



Matthew 9:9-13
9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man called Matthew sitting 

at the tax booth, and He said to him,
"Follow me."

And he rose and followed Him.

43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
"Follow me."

44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

"We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."

46 Nathanael said to him,
"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 

Philip said to him, 
"Come and see."
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“Come and see”
John 20:30-31  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book, 
but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in His name.
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…and then decide if you are willing to…
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…it probably looked a lot like this…
The Chosen
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10 And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and 
His disciples.

11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples,
"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?"
12 But when He heard it, He said,

"Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick.
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Hosea 6:6
1 "Come, let us return to the LORD; for He has torn us, that He may heal us; 

He has struck us down, and He will bind us up.
2 After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will raise us up, 

that we may live before Him.
3 Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; His going out is sure as the dawn; 

He will come to us as the showers, as the spring rains that water the earth."
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4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes early away.

5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 
I have slain them by the words of my mouth, 
and my judgment goes forth as the light.

6 For I desire mercy and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.
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6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
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7 But like Adam they transgressed the covenant;
there they dealt faithlessly with me.

Isaiah 1:11-17
11 "What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of 

burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of 
bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.

12 "When you come to appear before me, who has required of you this trampling of my 
courts?

13 Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath 
and the calling of convocations-- I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden 
to me; I am weary of bearing them.

15 When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make 
many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.

16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before 
my eyes; cease to do evil,

17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead 
the widow's cause.
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21 "I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, I will not accept them; 
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not 
look upon them.

23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.

24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.
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high? 
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7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of 
rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for 
the sin of my soul?"

8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you 

but to do justice, 
and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?
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The core decision of our lives…

…under whose authority 
will we live our lives?



Jesus spoke and acted with absolute authority…
…astounding the people around Him.

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth…
…and He always has as the Son of God.

Jesus’ authority was delegated to Him by God the Father…
…because the Father empowered the Son of Man…Messiah.

Jesus’ authority is aimed at redeeming people who know 
they are broken…

…rather than people who are self-sufficient.
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Jesus spoke and acted with absolute authority…
…astounding the people around Him.

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth…
…and He always has as the Son of God.

Jesus’ authority was delegated to Him by God the Father…
…because the Father empowered the Son of Man…Messiah.

Jesus’ authority is aimed at redeeming people who know           
that they are broken…

…rather than people who are self-sufficient.



When Jesus 
reveals His authority, 

we simply have a 
two step journey…



Consider Him
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Consider Him
Follow Him

…with faithful abandon by giving 
your heart to the mercy 

and justice of God. 

…with sincerity and humility





When you follow Jesus from 
the heart you have to…



When you follow Jesus from 
the heart you have to…

“Get used to different!”




