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The Ministry of Reconciliation

It is rooted in a deep and abiding reverence for
God, in His holiness, and in His grace.

It consists of exercising influence out of personal
Integrity.

It is not exactly the same as forgiveness.



The Ministry of Reconciliation
Addresses the most...

profound

painful

...areas of our lives.
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Il Corinthians 5:17-19
17 If anyone isin Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to Himself
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to Himself,
not counting their trespasses against them,
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
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Marriage

Grace + Truth + Trust = Reconciliation

... where enm[ty

LS replaced b
Right at 50% of all divorces claim , 6’/ ,g
“irreconcilable differences” as the reason. f”’g”dSh‘P

Nearly 50% of all marriages end in divorce.
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Marriage

Grace + Truth + Trust = Reconciliation

* Disagreement about finances and debt problems
* Loss of trust in the relationship

’
/
* Work that causes protracted long-distance separation ooe Whem e“’MLtg

e Lack of sexual intimacy ’
* Personality conflicts LS I’ﬁplﬂ&é’d bg

 Communication difficulties / unresolved conflict y s,

* Failure to help in the household ereM/dShLP oo
* Differing political opinions

* In-law and familial involvement

* Growing apart due to different life goals and interests
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| Corinthians 7:25-28
25 Now concerning the betrothed, | have no command from the Lord,

but | give my judgment as one who by the Lord's mercy is trustworthy.

26 | think that in view of the present distress it is good for a person to
remain as he is.

27 Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from

a wife? Do not seek a wife.
28 But if you do marry, you have not sinned, and if a betrothed
woman marries, she has not sinned. Yet those who marry will have

worldly troubles, and | would spare you that.
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Colossians 3
12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together
in perfect harmony.
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Marriage

Grace

Forgiveness is an unconditional command:

Colossians 3

12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate

hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against

another, forgiving each other;

as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.

14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together

in perfect harmony.
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Ephesians 4

15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in
every way into him who is the head, into Christ,

16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by
every joint with which it is equipped, when each part
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it
builds itself up in love.
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Marriage
Trust

Trust:
the firm belief in the character, strength,
or truth of someone or something.

Trust is a bridge built from both sides
and in mutual agreement.

Trust isn’t a grand gesture....
it is a growing marble collection.  Brene’ Brown
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Marriage

Grace + Truth + Trust = Reconciliation

... Where enmity is replaced by friendship’...
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e Stop making an idol out of marriage.
* Stop denying the forgiveness that you have withheld from
your spouse out of bitterness and resentment.
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with one another.




(B )

( & \\ / : ) ' E
a /A 3 “’ ‘W‘
v W

So...therefore...what now?

e Stop making an idol out of marriage.

e Stop denying the forgiveness that you have withheld from
your spouse out of bitterness and resentment.

e Start (or continue) your willingness to be graciously honest
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without demanding perfection of one another.




(B )

( & \\ / : ) ' E
a /A 3 “’ ‘W‘
v W

So...therefore...what now?

e Stop making an idol out of marriage.

e Stop denying the forgiveness that you have withheld from
your spouse out of bitterness and resentment.

e Start (or continue) your willingness to be graciously honest
with one another.

* Start (or continue) to build, or rebuild, bridges of trust
without demanding perfection of one another.

* Do not overestimate what kind of healing/growth can
happen in one year and do not underestimate what
kind of healing/growth can happen in five years.
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‘Live Like You Were Dying’

"I was in my early forties

With a lot of life before me

And a moment came that stopped me on a
dime

| spent most of the next days

Looking at the x-rays

Talkin' 'bout the options

And talkin' 'bout sweet time"

| asked him

"When it sank in

That this might really be the real end

How's it hit you

When you get that kind of news?

Man, what'd you do?"




‘Live Like You Were Dying’

"l was in my early forties "l went skydiving

With @ lot of life before me | went Rocky Mountain climbin
And a moment came that stopped me on a Y g

dime | went 2.7 seconds on a bull named

| spent most of the next days Fu-man-chu
Looking at the x-rays And | loved deeper

Talkin' 'bout the options And | spoke sweeter

And talkin' 'bout t time" i '
ndtalkin' bout sweet time And | gave forgiveness I'd been
| asked him

"When it sank in denying”
That this might really be the real end And he said,

How's it hit you "Someday | hope you get the chance

When you get that kind of news? To live like you were dying"
Man, what'd you do?"




‘Live Like You Were Dying’

"I was in my early forties "I was finally the husband
With a lot of life before me

that most of the time | wasn't
And a moment came that stopped me on a _ .
dime And | became a friend a friend
| spent most of the next days would like to have
Looking at the x-rays And all of a sudden going fishin’
Talkin' ‘bout the options wasn't such an imposition

And talkin' 'bout t time" '
ndtalkin bout sweet time And | went three times that year |
| asked him

"When it sank in lost my dad
That this might really be the real end | finally read the Good Book, and |

How's it hit you took a good, long, hard look

When you get that kind of news? At what I'd do if | could do it all again
Man, what'd you do?"
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* Stop making an idol out of marriage.

* Stop denying the forgiveness that you have withheld from
your spouse out of bitterness and resentment.

 Start (or continue) your willingness to be graciously honest
with one another.

e Start (or continue) to build, or rebuild, bridges of trust
without demanding perfection of one another.

* Do not overestimate what kind of healing/growth can
happen in one year and do not underestimate what
kind of healing/growth can happen in five years.







