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He said
"I was in my early forties
With a lot of life before me
And a moment came that stopped me on a 

dime
I spent most of the next days
Looking at the x-rays
Talkin' 'bout the options
And talkin' 'bout sweet time"
I asked him
"When it sank in
That this might really be the real end
How's it hit you
When you get that kind of news?
Man, what'd you do?"
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He said
"I was in my early forties
With a lot of life before me
And a moment came that stopped me on a 

dime
I spent most of the next days
Looking at the x-rays
Talkin' 'bout the options
And talkin' 'bout sweet time"
I asked him
"When it sank in
That this might really be the real end
How's it hit you
When you get that kind of news?
Man, what'd you do?"

He said
"I went skydiving
I went Rocky Mountain climbing
I went 2.7 seconds on a bull named 

Fu-man-chu
And I loved deeper
And I spoke sweeter
And I gave forgiveness I'd been 

denying"
And he said,
"Someday I hope you get the chance

To live like you were dying"
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He said
"I was in my early forties
With a lot of life before me
And a moment came that stopped me on a 

dime
I spent most of the next days
Looking at the x-rays
Talkin' 'bout the options
And talkin' 'bout sweet time"
I asked him
"When it sank in
That this might really be the real end
How's it hit you
When you get that kind of news?
Man, what'd you do?"

He said
"I was finally the husband

that most of the time I wasn't
And I became a friend a friend 

would like to have
And all of a sudden going fishin’

wasn't such an imposition
And I went three times that year I 

lost my dad
I finally read the Good Book, and I

took a good, long, hard look
At what I'd do if I could do it all again



The Ministry of Reconciliation

15 seconds…
Grace + Truth + Trust = Reconciliation

Marriage
extend      define       build 

…’where enmity 
is replaced by 
friendship’…
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Panera Theology



Pick Two
• Stop making an idol out of marriage.
• Stop denying the forgiveness that you have withheld from 

your spouse out of bitterness and resentment.
• Start (or continue) your willingness to be graciously honest 

with one another.
• Start (or continue) to build, or rebuild, bridges of trust 

without demanding perfection of one another.
• Do not overestimate what kind of healing/growth can 

happen in one year and do not underestimate what 
kind of healing/growth can happen in five years. 




