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is replaced by 

friendship’



How do you extend 
grace, define truth, and 

build trust towards racial 
reconciliation?



Devote yourself to extending 
grace, defining truth, and 

building trust towards racial 
reconciliation.
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Defining truth by God’s Word 
helps us see the dignity and 

depravity in our world.



26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:26-27Defining Truth
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Dignity: The Image of God
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Defining Truth by God’s Word

• All human beings are made in the image of God 
and have inherent value, dignity, and worth.

• All human beings are a part of the “human race.”
• There is unity and diversity in God’s creation by 

God’s design, and this comes from God himself.

Dignity: The Image of God



20 And he (Jesus) said, “What comes out of a person is 
what defiles him. 21 For from within, out of the heart 
of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, 
murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these 
evil things come from within, and they defile a 
person.”

Mark 7:20-23Defining Truth



Depravity: The Reality of Sin
• Every dimension of life has been affected by the 

corrupting power of sin.
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Depravity: The Reality of Sin
• Every dimension of life has been affected by the 

corrupting power of sin.
• Racism is a horrific manifestation of sin.
• God’s redemptive work will not be fully 

experienced until Christ returns.

Defining Truth by God’s Word



Defining truth by God’s Word 
helps us see the dignity and 

depravity in our world.
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Devote yourself to extending 
grace because you have 
embraced God’s grace



9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put 
off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the 
new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after 
the image of its creator. 11 Here there is not Greek and 
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, 
Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.

Colossians 3:9-11Extending Grace
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12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another 
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving 
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

Colossians 3:12-14Extending Grace
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Devote yourself to extending 
grace because you have 
embraced God’s grace
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Devote yourself to 
cultivating trust by how you 

listen and speak.



We cultivate or erode trust 
by how we listen.

Building Trust



19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger…

Building Trust - Listening James 1:19



13 If one gives an answer before he hears,
it is his folly and shame.

Building Trust - Listening Proverbs 18:13



We cultivate or erode trust 
by how we speak.

Building Trust



It (the tongue) is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 

With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we 
curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 

From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a 
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh 
and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear 
olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt 
pond yield fresh water.

Building Trust - Speaking James 3:8-12



2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding,
but only in expressing his opinion.

Building Trust - Speaking Proverbs 18:2



2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be 
gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all 
people.

Building Trust - Speaking Titus 3:2



CommunicationBuilding Trust

We cultivate or erode trust 
by how we listen and speak.
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CommunicationBuilding Trust

We cultivate or erode trust 
by how we listen and speak.

• Seek to understand, not just to be understood.
• Adopt a posture of listening with genuine interest.
• Get to know the whole person.
• All of this applies online.



So…Therefore…What Now?

Devote yourself to… 
• Defining truth by God’s word, 

recognizing dignity and depravity.
• Extending grace because you have 

embraced God’s grace.
• Cultivating trust by how we listen and 

speak.



So…Therefore…What Now?

Sometime this week ask the Lord 
how he wants you to work 

towards racial reconciliation.




