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Ezra 4:4-5
*Then the people of the land discouraged the people of
Judah and made them afraid to build > and bribed
counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the

days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius
king of Persia.”
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days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius
king of Persia.”

Ezra 4:24

24Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem

stopped, and it ceased until the second year of the reign of
Darius king of Persia.
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God’s mission is to deliver

people from exile and

bring people home,

to a restored relationship

with Him. £
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Ezra 5:1-5

1 Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo,
prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the
name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2 Then Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose and began
to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets
of God were with them, supporting them.
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Haggai 1
1 In the second year of Darius the king, in the sixth month, on the first day of
the month, the word of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet to
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest: 2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: These people say
the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the Lord.” 3 Then the word
of the Lord came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, 4 “Is it a time for you
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? >
Now, therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. © You have
sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you
drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is
warm. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.
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Haggai 1
’“Thus says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. 2 Go up to the hills and
bring wood and build the house, that | may take pleasure in it and that | may
be glorified, says the Lord. ? You looked for much, and behold, it came to
little. And when you brought it home, | blew it away. Why? declares the Lord
of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies
himself with his own house. 19 Therefore the heavens above you have
withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. 1 And | have
called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the

oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all their
labors.”
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Haggai 1
12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the
high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord
their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had
sent him. And the people feared the Lord. 13 Then Haggai, the messenger of
the Lord, spoke to the people with the Lord’s message, “I am with you,
declares the Lord.” 14 And the Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son
of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadalk,
the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people. And they
came and worked on the house of the Lord of hosts, their God, 1> on the
twenty-fourth day of the month, in the sixth month, in the second year of
Darius the king.
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Ezra 5:1-5

1 Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied to the
Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who
was over them. 2Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of
Jozadak arose and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem,
and the prophets of God were with them, supporting them.




How do we take steps on the
journey back towards God?



How do we take steps on the
journey God?

WE TAKE STEPS ON THE JOURNEY WHEN...
WE ARE OBEDIENT TO GOD’S WORD.



Ezra 5:1-5

3 At the same time Tattenai the governor of the province Beyond
the River and Shethar-bozenai and their associates came to them
and spoke to them thus: “Who gave you a decree to build this
house and to finish this structure?” 4 They also asked them this:
“What are the names of the men who are building this building?” >
But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and they
did not stop them until the report should reach Darius and then an
answer be returned by letter concerning it.
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Ezra 5:6-10

5This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai the governor of the province
Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai and his associates, the governors who
were in the province Beyond the River, sent to Darius the king. ’ They sent
him a report, in which was written as follows:

“To Darius the king, all peace. 8 Be it known to the king that we went to
the province of Judah, to the house of the great God. It is being built with
huge stones, and timber is laid in the walls. This work goes on diligently
and prospers in their hands. ® Then we asked those elders and spoke to
them thus: ‘Who gave you a decree to build this house and to finish this
structure?’ 10\We also asked them their names, for your information, that
we might write down the names of their leaders.
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Ezra 5:11-13

11 And this was their reply to us:

‘We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are
rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of
Israel built and finished. 12 But because our fathers had angered the God
of heaven, he gave them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house and carried away the
people to Babylonia. 13 However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon,
Cyrus the king made a decree that this house of God should be rebuilt.
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Ezra 5:14-16

14 And the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and
brought into the temple of Babylon, these Cyrus the king took out of the
temple of Babylon, and they were delivered to one whose name was
Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor; > and he said to him, “Take
these vessels, go and put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let
the house of God be rebuilt on its site.” 1° Then this Sheshbazzar came
and laid the foundations of the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and
from that time until now it has been in building, and it is not yet finished.’




Ezra 5:17

7 Therefore, if it seems good to the king, let search be made in the royal
archives there in Babylon, to see whether a decree was issued by Cyrus the
king for the rebuilding of this house of God in Jerusalem. And let the king
send us his pleasure in this matter.”
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WE TAKE STEPS ON THE JOURNEY WHEN...
GRATEFUL REPENTANCE IS AT THE
CORE OF OUR IDENTITY.




Ezra 6:1-5

Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the
house of the archives where the documents were stored. 2 And in Ecbatana, the
citadel that is in the province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was

written:
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Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the
house of the archives where the documents were stored. 2 And in Ecbatana, the
citadel that is in the province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was
written:
“A record. 3 In the first year of Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a decree:
Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, let the house be rebuilt, the
place where sacrifices were offered, and let its foundations be retained. Its
height shall be sixty cubits and its breadth sixty cubits, 4 with three layers of
great stones and one layer of timber. Let the cost be paid from the royal
treasury. > And also let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God, which
Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple that is in Jerusalem and brought to
Babylon, be restored and brought back to the temple that is in Jerusalem,
each to its place. You shall put them in the house of God.”
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Ezra 6:6-10

> “Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province Beyond the River,
Shethar-bozenai, and your associates the governors who are in the province
Beyond the River, keep away. ’ Let the work on this house of God alone. Let
the governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews rebuild this house of
God on its site. 8 Moreover, | make a decree regarding what you shall do for
these elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God. The cost is to
be paid to these men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, the
tribute of the province from Beyond the River. > And whatever is needed—
bulls, rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt,
wine, or oil, as the priests at Jerusalem require—let that be given to them
day by day without fail, 1° that they may offer pleasing sacrifices to the God
of heaven and pray for the life of the king and his sons.
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elders of the Jews for the rebuilding of this house of God. The cost is to be
paid to these men in full and without delay from the royal revenue, the
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bulls, rams, or sheep for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt,
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Ezra 6:11-12

11 Also | make a decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be
pulled out of his house, and he shall be impaled on it, and his house shall
be made a dunghill. 12 May the God who has caused his name to dwell
there overthrow any king or people who shall put out a hand to alter this,
or to destroy this house of God that is in Jerusalem. | Darius make a
decree; let it be done with all diligence.”




Ezra 6:13-15

13Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor
of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did
with all diligence what Darius the king had ordered. 1* And the elders of the
Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and
Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the God
of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 1°
and this house was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.
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How do we take steps on the L'

% journey with God?
| WE TAKE STEPS ON THE JOURNEY WHEN...

WE FAITHFULLY ACT IN RELIANCE UPON
GOD’S PROVIDENCE, PROTECTION,
AND PROVISION




Ezra 6:16-18

16 And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the
returned exiles, celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy. '’
They offered at the dedication of this house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400
lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel 12 male goats, according to the
number of the tribes of Israel. 12 And they set the priests in their divisions
and the Levites in their divisions, for the service of God at Jerusalem, as it is
written in the Book of Moses.




Ezra 6:19-22

190n the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the
Passover. ?° For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves together;
all of them were clean. So they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the
returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves. 2! It was eaten by
the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by every one who
had joined them and separated himself from the uncleanness of the peoples
of the land to worship the Lord, the God of Israel. 22 And they kept the Feast
of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had made them joyful
and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided
them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.




How do we take steps on the
journey with God?

WE MUST CELEBRATE WHAT GOD HAS
DONE AND HOW HE HAS DELIVERED.
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4 Stages of each ‘Return’
Stage 1. God "stirs up” the Persian King.
Stage 2: The Persian King commissions a Jewish
leader to undertake a task.
Stage 3. The Jewish leader overcomes opposition
and succeeds.
Stage 4: Success is marked by a great assembly.




Ezra l

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his
kingdom and also put it in writing:






What is God ‘stirring
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So....therefore....what now? e
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What is God ‘stirring you’ to do as an act of worship?

the profound celebration of God
in His supreme worth in such a manner that
His worthiness becomes
the norm and inspiration of human living.




What is God ‘stirring you’ to do as an act of worship?

* Repent ?
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What is God ‘stirring you’ to do as an act of worship?

* Repent ?

e Go?
* Support ?
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e Go?
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God can use anybody to REBUILD
His work in our community.




